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Introduction. 
Historically,+the+Village+of+Worle+(ST355625)+was+in+the+Shire+of+Somerset.++Today,+the+
village+of+Worle+is+in+the+unitary+authority+of+North+Somerset,+formally+the+District+of+
Woodspring,+in+the+county+of+Avon.++Although+WestonXsuperXMare+now+dominates+the+area,+
Worle+was+the+primary+settlement+in+the+parish+before+the+early+nineteenth+century+
development+of+WestonXsuperXMare+(Figure+2).++++
+
Worle+is+located+on+the+eastern+aspect+of+Worle+Hill,+a+84m+high+carboniferous+limestone+
outlier,+approximately+3km+long+by+1km+wide,+that+extends+above+surrounding+reclaimed+
wetlands,+approximately+5m+above+OS+datum.++++
+

+
Figure'2'Location'of'the'village'of'Worle.'Copyright'Microsoft,'Nokia'2014.'

+
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+
Figure'3''Worle'and'surroundings.''1:50,000.'Ordinance'Survey,'Crown'Copyright,'2014.'

The+parish+Worle+was+in+the+Saxon+Hundred+of+Winterstoke.+The+relatively+large+village+
was+mentioned+in+the+Domesday+Book,+1086+(Figure+4):+

+
Figure'4'Domesday'entry'for'Worle'(Palmer,'n.d.).'

!“Walterus!de!Dowai!holds!from!the!King!Worle.!!Esgar!held!it!in!the!time!of!King!
Edward,! and! paid! Danegeld! for! six! hides! and! a! half.! There! is! land! for! fifteen!
plough<teams,! in!the!demesne!are!four!plough<teams,!and!five!surfs,!and!twenty<
two!villeins,!and! three!boors,!with!nine!plough! teams.! !There!are! fifty!actress!of!
meadow.!Pasture!thirteen!furlongs!long,!and!two!furlongs!broad.!It!was!worth!ten!
pounds:!now!seven!pounds.”!+(Knight,+1902,+p.+236)+
+

WestonXsuperXMare,+or+Weston,+did+not+appear+in+Domesday+Book,+although+Rutter+
confused+Weston+with+the+entry+for+the+nearby+WestonXinXGordano+(Rutter,+1829,+p.+15).+
+
Apart+from+the+Domesday+Book+entry,+there+is+almost+no+historical+evidence+available+for+
the+development+of+Worle+with+the+exception+of+some+chapters+in+early+nineteenth+century+
handbooks.++There+is+also+very+little+archaeological+evidence+found+in+Worle+to+reconstruct+
its+history.++The+location+for+the+manor+of+Worle+is+unknown,+however+there+remains+a+12th+
Century+Church,+a+possible+tithe+barn+and+a+Norman+motte,+each+of+which+are+candidates+
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that+will+be+examined+in+more+detail.+The+development+of+housing+in+Worle+and+the+
surrounding+areas+from+the+1960’s+onward+has+changed+the+character+of+the+village+
dramatically.++The+majority+of+the+earlier+field+systems+are+now+covered+in+residential+
housing,+so+identifying+areas+for+archaeological+investigation+will+be+challenging+and+likely+
to+provide+very+fragmentary+information+regarding+the+development+of+the+village.++++
+
Objective of the Feasibility Study 
This+is+a+feasibility+study+for+the+archaeological+investigation+of+the+village+Worle+that+will+
attempt+to+establish+a+chronology+of+its+development+into+a+village+from+400+to+1800+AD.++
The+aim+is+to+identify+areas+where+the+deployment+of+nonXinvasive+archaeological+
techniques+could+add+to+the+understanding+of+Worle’s+development+during+this+period.++
This+archaeological+study+will+commence+by+searching+historical+maps,+to+establish+if+there+
is+earlier+evidence+of+previous+landscape+usage+in+earlier+tracks,+or+routes+in+boundaries+
that+persist+today.++This+will+lead+into+a+photographic+survey+of+areas+of+interest+identified+
and+then+an+examination+of+a+digital+terrain+derived+from+LiDAR+will+be+conducted.+It+is+
hoped+that+LiDAR+in+conjunction+with+map+regression+can+establish+if+there+are+any+existing+
features,+or+areas,+that+could+be+further+examined+with+more+detail+using+geophysical+
survey+techniques,+in+relation+to+a+twentieth+century+suburban+landscape.++The+North+
Somerset+Historic+Environment+Record+(HER)+will+be+examined+to+account+for+earlier+
archaeological+finds,+to+ascertain+if+an+early+settlement+focus+can+be+identified.+++This+
feasibility+study+will+conclude+by+suggesting+locations+where+geophysical+survey+might+be+
conducted.+++
+
The Development of Worle 
Worle+is+a+very+highly+developed+suburb+of+the+town+of+WestonXsuperXMare.++The+sources+
that+provide+evidence+for+its+early+development+will+rely+on:+map+regression,+evaluation+of+
the+National+Heritage+List+for+England,+LiDAR+data,+and+local+historic+environment+records.++
From+these+sources,+and+from+anecdotal+evidence+obtained+from+literature+describing+the+
village+environs+before+the+early+to+mid+nineteenth+century,+information+can+be+extracted+
that+provides+some+indication+of+Worle’s+development+between+400+and+1800+AD.+++++
+
Worle+was+a+relatively+large+settlement+located+on+the+southeast+side+of+Worle+Hill+(Figure+
2).+++This+afforded+the+population+of+Worle+a+sheltered+location+above+the+wetlands+to+the+
south+and+also+provided+access+to+a+wide+area+of+farmland.+++The+nearest+village+is+
Kewstoke,+which+is+located+north+of+Worle+Hill.+++Surrounding+Kewstoke+and+Worle+are+
several+smaller+hamlets,+which+remained+as+small+settlements+on+the+lowlands+on+the+
alluvial+plain+surrounding+the+parish+of+Worle.++To+the+west+of+Worle+is+the+costal+town+of+
WestonXsuperXMare.++Weston+might+have+been+a+hamlet+that+was+once+a+homestead,+or+tun,+
which+derived+its+name+as+the+tun+to+the+west+of+Worle+(Hart,+n.d.).++This+may+also+be+true+of+
the+hamlet+of+Norton+located+north+of+Worle,+and+the+manor+of+Milton+(MiddleXtun)+one+
mile+to+the+west+of+Worle.++Rippon+suggested+that+prior+to+the+Norman+conquest+Worle+was+
the+estate+centre+for+the+manor+of+Milton,+hamlet+of+Norton+and+the+manor+of+Kewstoke+
(Rippon,+2006,+p.+136).++Therefore+it+is+likely+that+Worle,+and+to+a+lesser+extent+Kewstoke,+
were+the+foci+for+the+local+community+from+a+very+early+period.+++
+
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Pre-Norman Worle 
Paleoenvironmental+evidence+from+the+surrounding+moors+suggest+that+the+levels+of+the+
Severn+estuary+were+reclaimed+by+the+construction+of+sea+walls+from+the+first+to+midXthird+
centuries+AD+(Rippon,+2006,+p.+68–70).++This+dramatically+changed+the+character+of+the+
environment+surrounding+Worle:+draining+the+wetlands+led+to+a+shift+in+the+local+economy+
from+salt+production,+identified+by+Rippon+(2006),+to+a+wider+agricultural+economy.+This+
required+significant+soil+drainage+and+land+management+to+convert+clay+soils+to+productive+
soils+(Williamson,+2003,+p.+143).+++
+
Worle+Hill+is+a+prominent+feature+in+the+landscape.+The+Iron+Age+communities+did+not+fail+to+
observe+this+fact:+they+constructed+a+multivilate+enclosure,+Worlebury+Camp,+on+the+eastern+
end+of+the+hill.++Worlebury+Camp+attracted+the+attention+of+a+nineteenth+century+
antiquarian+and+surveyor,+Charles+Dymond,+who+excavated+and+produced+a+detailed+
archaeological+survey+of+the+enclosure+and+its+surroundings.++The+monograph+included+a+
discourse+on+the+history+of+the+hill,+from+the+Iron+Age+to+the+late+Saxon+period.++Dymond+
also+deliberated+on+the+origins+of+the+name+Worle+Hill+from+a+1592+reference+to+Worley+Hill+
(Dymond+and+Tomkins,+1886,+p.+85).++This+Saxon+name+wōr+lēah+seems+to+be+an+
appropriate+portrayal+of+the+landscape,+wōr+meaning+a+bird,+possibly+a+woodXgrouse,+and+
lēah+meaning+a+forest,+wood,+glade+or+clearing+(Ekwall,+1960,+p.+534).+Trees+were+absent+
from+Worle+Hill+until+approximately+1830.++At+this+time+the+Lord+of+the+Manor+of+WestonX
superXMare,+Mr+Piggot+of+Brockley,+planted+400+acres+of+trees+on+the+western+end+of+Worle+
Hill+(Robbins+and+Scotney,+1865,+p.+31).++The+use+of+‘ley’+in+Worley+might+imply+a+pasture+
meadow+or+clearing+created+in+the+vicinity+of+the+present+village+if+the+hill+was+already+clear+
of+trees.+‘Ley’+also+suggests+that+the+hill+received+its+name+from+Worle+and+that+Worle+was+
an+estate+centre+(Rippon,+2006,+p.+136).+The+early+maps+of+Worle+might+provide+evidence+
for+the+location+of+a+potential+clearing+by+examination+of+the+boundaries,+which+are+possibly+
the+earliest+structures+present+that+could+be+of+interest+for+archaeological+investigation+to+
date+the+early+settlement.+++++
+
The+area+of+north+Somerset+also+has+several+contemporary+Iron+Age+enclosures+that+
suggest+that+there+was+a+reasonably+large+Iron+Age+population+in+the+area+surrounding+
Worle.++Rippon+(2006,+p.+146)+suggests+that+the+Iron+Age+enclosures+are+parallel+with+high+
status+medieval+sites+on+Somerset.++However+there+is+minimal+archaeological+evidence+of+a+
settlement+in+Worle+for+the+period+immediately+following+the+demise+of+formal+Imperial+
Roman+administration.++A+hoard+comprising+of+“upwards!of!200!coins!of!the!later!Roman!
empire”+(Dymond+and+Tomkins,+1886,+p.+79)+was+discovered+at+Worlebury+Camp.++These+
coins+were+potentially+buried+c.500+AD+(Hill,+1946,+p.+27)+and+included+a+coin+of+Magnentius+
that+was+chisel+cut+into+a+hexagon+(Figure+5).++Hill+implied+that+the+hoard+had+been+in+
continuous+use+from+the+midXfourth+until+the+fifth+centuries+(Hill,+1946,+p.+9).+++
+

+
Figure'5'The'coin'of'Magnentius,'an'identifiable'part'of'the'Worlebury'Camp'hoard'(Hill,'1946,'p.'27).'

The+isolation+of+the+Worlebury+hoard,+in+relation+to+other+contemporary+hoards+in+
Somerset+(Costen,+2011,+p.+3),+is+notable+for+being+located+near+to+the+coast+rather+than+a+
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river.+The+coastal+location+offers+access+to+trade,+as+well+as+attack+from+the+shore,+which+
suggests+Worlebury+Camp+may+have+endured+as+a+defensive+position+for+an+extended+
period+for+the+communities+in+the+surrounding+hamlets.++With+the+exception+of+Worlebury+
Camp,+there+is+little+evidence+for+extensive+settlement+in+the+later+Roman+and+Saxon+
periods.+This+is+possibly+because+archaeological+evidence+from+these+periods+are+buried+
under+approximately+1+metre+of+alluvium+on+the+levels+(Rippon,+2006,+p.+267).++Obtaining+
archaeological+evidence+from+the+Saxon+period,+and+earlier+periods,+should+concentrate+on+
higher+settlements+such+as+Worle.++
++
Medieval Worle 
+

Castle Batch  
The+archaeology+of+early+medieval+Worle+is+dominated+by+a+mound,+considered+to+be+a+
Norman+motte+(Figure+6),+known+as+Castle+Batch,+and+located+on+raised+ground+
approximately+1+mile+north+east+of+Worle+(Figure+3)+(ST+3617+6370).++It+is+believed+to+have+
been+as+a+tactical+wooden+structure+built+by+Walter+de+Douai+before+1086+(Prior,+2006,+p.+
71).+In+1902,+Knight+described+the+mound+as+a+“crater<shaped!barrow,!160!feet!in!diameter,!
and!17!feet!high,!with!a!hollow!in!the!centre!75!feet!across…surrounded!by!a!broad!but!
shallow!ditch,!from!15!to!25!feet!wide…[with!an]!entrance!on!the!south<west.”!(Knight,!1902,!
p.!248).+The+ditch+was+filled+in+due+later+agricultural+activity.+It+was+subjected+to+a+small+
geophysical+survey+in+2011+with+the+aim+of+identifying+a+possible+bailey+to+the+west+of+the+
mound,+however+the+results+were+inconclusive+(Russett,+2011).++ 

+
+

+
Figure'6'Castle'Batch'Worle,'2010,'from'the'South.''Copyright'Microsoft,'NAVEQ'Bloom'and'Intermap.'

There+has+been+no+archaeological+intervention+of+Castle+Batch+to+firmly+date+the+
monument.++Also+the+surrounding+area+has+not+received+extensive+archaeological+
geophysical+survey.+++If+Walter+de+Douai+built+it,+then+its+position+from+the+village+of+Worle+is+
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likely+to+have+been+a+means+to+control+local+access+to+trade+to+the+Bristol+Channel+via+a+
watercourse+to+Worle+(Figure+10).+Dating+this+site+and+relating+its+location+in+the+landscape+
to+Worle,+would+be+a+key+area+for+archaeological+research.++The+1840+map+of+Worle+(Figure+
10)+illustrates+that+there+was+a+river+connecting+Worle+with+the+Bristol+Channel;+the+river+
flowed+to+the+east+of+Castle+Batch,+and+onward+to+the+south+of+Worle,+crossing+Station+Road+
which+is+south+of+the+High+Street+(Figure+9).++This+river+is+now+absent,+but+nevertheless+it+
did+run+adjacent+to+the+old+route+of+Madam+Lane+that+is+still+preserved+in+the+landscape,+in+
boundaries+from+Worle+to+Castle+Batch+(Figure+7,+Figure+8+and+Figure+9).+The+‘Worle+River’+
may+have+been+navigable+until+quite+late+and+was+an+important+source+of+water+for+the+
earliest+settlers.++An+iron+anchor+was+discovered+ten+feet+below+the+surface+of+the+ground+
(Knight,+1902,+p.+234–5),+when+the+foundations+of+an+eighteenth+century+Brewery,+which+
opened+in+1795,+were+built.+It+was+located+on+the+junction+of+Station+Road+and+the+High+
Street+(Terrell,+2004,+p.+73)+where+this+river+once+ran+(Figure+7,+Figure+8+and+Figure+9).++
Dating+Castle+Batch+might+indicate+that+the+manorial+estate+was+relocated+away+from+the+
centre+of+the+village+by+Walter+de+Douai+to+impose+Norman+control+of+the+local+Saxon+
economy+(Figure+8).++
+

+
Figure'7'Route'of'Old'Madam'Lane'through'North'Worle,'visible'as'a'continuous'boundary,'Moore,'2014.'

+
Figure'8'LiDAR'1M'STM'3D'perspective'displaying'the'morphology'of'a'possible'pre\Norman'
enclosure'(Dock'Hill?)'and'Castle'Batch'(Height'exaggerated'x1.5),'scale'undefined,'2014.'
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Figure'9'1M'STM'LiDAR'derived'from'PTM'processing'with'features'described'in'the'text,'scale'is'undefined,'
2014'

The+manor+of+Worle+became+the+property+of+William+de+Courtenai+who+funded+Woodspring+
Priory+in+Kewstoke.+His+son,+Sir+Vitalis+Engayne,+passed+the+manor+of+Worle+to+Woodspring+
Priory+where+it+remained+until+the+desolation+of+the+Augustinian+priory+in+1536.+++Worle+
therefore+did+not+have+an+active+Manor+in+the+village+from+the+reign+of+Henry+III+onwards+
(Knight,+1902,+p.+237).++Throughout+this+period+the+manorial+centre+for+Worle+was+based+in+
Kewstoke.++There+was+evidence+in+the+1840+tithe+map+that+Kewstoke+Parish+still+held+many+
fields+in+Worle.+++
+
Records+from+the+Bishop’s+register+at+Wells+allude+to+the+arrival+of+the+Black+Death+in+
Worle.+Four+vicars+were+appointed+in+Worle+between+1348+and+1349+indicating+that+the+
plague+had+arrived+in+the+parish,+with+these+four+vicars+falling+victim+(Knight,+1902,+p.+247).+
+
The+earliest+parish+register+from+St.+Martin’s+dates+from+1598.+From+these+records+we+can+
see+that+Worle+did+not+have+a+resident+vicar+from+1662+and+1669,+when+church+activities+
were+transferred+to+Kewstoke+Church+with+only+the+memorandum+of+donations+occurring+
over+this+period+in+the+register+(Knight,+1902,+p.+243).++This+coincides+with+a+reoccurrence+
of+the+plague+and+suggests+that+Worle+may+have+been+impacted+again.++++++
+
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+
Figure'10'Worle'tithe'map'of'1840'(North'Somerset'Library).'

St+Martin’s+Church+is+the+only+complete+structure+that+can+be+dated+from+the+early+medieval+
period.++The+Church+was+built+in+1120+(Terrell,+2004,+p.+44)+and+restored+in+1870+(Knight,+
1902,+p.+238).+The+physical+fabric+of+the+Church+would+be+a+good+candidate+for+detailed+
building+survey+investigation.+The+12th+century+tower+base+remains+(Knight,+1902,+p.+238)+++
(Figure+15)+and+the+south+doorway+within+the+porch+(Figure+1)+is+Norman+(Sealy,+1843,+p.+
64)+dating+from+1125+(Knight,+1902,+p.+238).++Unfortunately+a+photographic+survey+of+the+
interior+was+not+possible,+as+the+church+is+kept+locked.+++
+
Tithe+barn+ruins+were+converted+to+St+Martin’s+school+(Figure+13)+in+1865+and+the+
buttresses+(Figure+12)+from+the+barn+can+still+be+seen+supporting+the+walls+of+the+school+
(Terrell,+2004,+p.+45)(Figure+13).++++
+
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+
Figure'11'St''.'Martin's'Church'and'St'Martin's'School'(former'tithe'barn)'in'the'background,;'looking'South\West'
(Moore,'2014).'

+
++
+

+
Figure'12'Remains'of'Worle'Tithe'barn'prior'to'1865'(Rutter,'1829,'p.'9).'

+
+
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+
Figure'13'St'Martin's'School'(developed'from'former'tithe'barn)'(Moore,'2014).'

+
Both+the+church+and+the+barn+are+located+on+the+eastern+end+of+the+earlier+high+street+of+
Worle+(Church+Road)+(Figure+11).+Closer+examination+of+the+built+environment+in+Church+
Street+has+identified+a+possibly+Norman+window+located+in+a+garden+wall+(Figure+14)+in+a+
property+very+close+to+the+church.+This+will+need+closer+examination+to+estimate+a+date,+but+
the+Norman+window+could+be+related+to+the+dissolution+of+Woodspring+Priory+in+nearby+
Kewstoke,+or+a+remnant+of+the+monastic+barn+(Terrell,+2004,+p.+82).++
+
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+
Figure'14'Early'Medieval'window'in'a'garden'wall'behind'the'car'(Moore,'2014),'inset'from'(Terrell,'2004,'p.'82).'
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+
Figure'15'St'Martin's'Church'tower'(Moore,'2014).'
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A pre-Norman enclosure? 
+

+
Figure'16'Worle'Village.'Copyright'Google'Maps,'2014.'

The+1840+tithe+map+of+Worle+shows+a+circular+boundary+around+the+highest+part+of+Worle.++
This+boundary+is+formed+by+The+Scours,+Hollow+Lane+and+Ebdon+Road+(Figure+16)+
cincturing+the+area+of+interest+in+relation+to+a+possible+location+of+the+preXNorman+manorial+
site.+++The+area+is+approximately+230+metres+wide+from+east+to+west,+by+120+metres+north+to+
south.+The+parameter+is+formed+precisely+around+the+base+of+a+hill,+but+the+south+is+not+so+
clear+to+see+in+the+earlier+maps+or+modern+maps.+These+roads+encircle+a+site+that+may+be+of+
interest+for+further+archaeological+investigation,+to+establish+a+date+for+the+earliest+
occupation+of+this+area.+There+would+difficulty+in+applying+geophysical+techniques+due+to+
this+area+of+Worle+now+being+totally+developed+into+housing,+with+Cherywood+Rise+in+the+
centre+of+the+hill.++However,+the+1840+tithe+map+does+show+that+this+area+was+still+
predominantly+agricultural+land+at+that+time.++If+it+could+be+demonstrated+that+this+
enclosure+was+a+preXNorman+structure+then+it+might+be+evidence+of+a+thengly+residence+
that+acquired+its+form+in+the+ninth+or+tenth+century+as+a+ditched+enclosure,+not+too+
dissimilar+from+Avebury+in+Wiltshire+(Reynolds,+1999,+p.+136–7,+2001,+p.+29),+or+Church+
Field+in+nearby+Puxton+(Rippon,+2006,+p.+200).++++
+
PostXRoman+and+medieval+pottery+was+discovered+during+excavation+of+a+sewer+pipe+on+the+
southeast+of+this+boundary+(English+Heritage,+2014).+A+pit+containing+Saxon+pottery+was+
also+discovered+just+to+the+north+of+Hollow+Lane+(Figure+17),+in+Sherwood+Crescent.++
Medieval+pottery+was+also+discovered+in+Hollow+Lane+and+Roman+pottery+within+a+
‘substantial+ditch’+(North+Somerset+HER,+2014;+Rippon,+2006,+p.+136).++++
+
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+
Figure'17'Hollow'Lane,'looking'east'(Moore,'2014).'

Possible+evidence+of+this+early+ditch+could+be+represented+by+the+steep+verge+of+the+south+
side+of+Hollow+Lane,+where+there+is+a+sudden+change+of+height+of+approximately+3+m,+with+
the+road+utilising+the+base+of+the+ditch+(Figure+18).+
+

+
Figure'18'Southern'verge'of'Hollow'lane,'a'possible'remnant'of'an'early'boundary'ditch,'with'the'road'
running'within'part'of'the'ditch'(Moore,'2014).'

There+is+no+record+of+any+archaeological+investigation+within+the+possible+enclosure+site+or+
in+the+area.+TestXpitting+in+people’s+gardens+might+be+strategically+useful+technique+that+
could+be+applied+in+this+populated+area.++Finds+have+occurred+only+by+chance,+but+the+record+
of+finds+alludes+to+an+early+enclosure,+possibly+Roman+or+postXRoman,+that+has+been+in+
continuous+use.+If+this+were+an+enclosure+that+was+utilised+in+preXNorman+Worle,+then+some+
evidence+of+the+entrance+would+be+helpful+to+place+the+site+into+a+historical+context.+The+
tithe+map+of+1840+(Figure+10)+suggests+that+the+western+end+of+the+possible+enclosure,+
directly+in+line+with+Church+Street,+is+a+possible+area+for+an+entrance+opposite+what+was+the+
village+bowling+green+until+1802+(North+Somerset+HER,+2014).+The+photographic+survey+of+
this+area+does+show+two+very+large+and+substantial+gate+posts+(Figure+19)+that+are+of+
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different+geology+to+the+local+carboniferous+limestone+that+is+currently+a+drive+entrance+
beside+Bell+House,+which+is+grade+II+listed+(04647)+as+a+medieval+building+further+
elaborated+in+the+17th+century+(North+Somerset+HER,+2014).++The+gateposts+appear+to+be+
much+earlier+than+the+modern+property+that+they+provide+access+to.+
+

+
Figure'19'Early'gateposts'to'the'west'of'the'enclosure,'opposite'Church'Road'junction'with'The'Scours,'
and'possibly'an'early'entrance'to'the'enclosure.'Bell'House'is'the'white'property'in'the'background'
(Moore,'2014).'

These+gateposts+have+evidence+of+iron+hinges+that+have+corroded,+and+the+carboniferous+
limestone+wall+of+Bell+House+is+partly+enveloped+by+one+of+these+posts.+Metal+tools+have+
roughly+formed+their+shape+prior+to+the+hinges+being+fitted.+The+date+of+these+posts+is+
unknown,+but+suggest+a+potentially+high+status+entrance+to+fields+that+were+present+in+1840,+
which+may+have+been+enclosed+as+late+as+1801+when+the+enclosure+act+was+enacted+in+
Worle.+Seven+parcels+of+land+were+sold+at+action+in+Church+Street+in+the+Valliant+Soldier+Inn+
(Figure+20)+on+22nd+January+1802+as+a+direct+result+of+the+Act+of+Parliament.+This+includes+
the+Bowling+Green+in+Church+Street+(Figure+20)+located+directly+opposite+the+gateposts+and+
plot+VI,+described+as:+
+

+“A!Piece!or!Parcel!of!Land,!called!Dock!Hill,!containing!by!Aforementioned!22!Perches;!
bounded!East!and!West!by!Roads,!and!North!by!Gardens!belonging!to!Mr.!Dennis!
Shappard!Leman.”++(From+the+announcement+of+auction+reproduced+in+Terrell,+2004,+
p.+47).+

+
The+auction+announcement+also+refers+to+‘old!enclosed!lands’!for+plot+VII.++Some+further+
archive+research+on+precisely+where+Dock+Hill+was+(this+is+not+a+name+used+today+in+Worle),+
and+the+location+of+Mr+Leman’s+property+might+assist+in+establishing+when+enclosure+
happened+in+this+space.++
+
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+
Figure'20'Looking'west'down'Church'Street'from'Bell'House.''The'old'Bowing'Green'is'the'walled'area'to'left,'and'
the'Valliant'Soldier'Inn'was'the'three\story'building'in'the'centre'(Moore,'2014).'

The+name+Dock+Hill+is+interesting+considering+that+the+area+of+interest+for+the+possible+early+
enclosure+is+on+a+steep+hill+(Figure+8)+and+located+next+to+the+‘Worle+River’+where+the+iron+
anchor+was+discovered.++This+may+have+been+an+old+name+for+the+enclosure,+if+so+this+might+
suggest+very+early+economic+activity+in+Worle.+++
+
Research Questions 
Rippon+(2006)+conducted+an+HLA+assessment+of+the+North+Somerset+Levels+Project+
between+1993+and+2004.+His+study+area+omitted+the+parish+of+Worle,+in+fact,+Worle+is+very+
rarely+mentioned+in+his+monograph,+but+Worle+does+seem+to+have+been+a+very+important+
settlement+from+at+least+the+Iron+Age.++Worle+may+have+been+one+of+the+most+important+
villages+from+the+postXRoman+period+until+the+middle+of+the+nineteenth+century,+however+
there+is+very+little+known+history+of+the+village+and+parish,+and+only+some+sporadic+
archaeological+investigation+has+occurred+by+local+archaeological+groups.++++
+
Rippon+had+demonstrated+that+the+levels+adjacent+to+the+parish+of+Worle+was+involved+in+
the+salt+production+industry,+he+does+not+however+consider+how+the+industrial+activity+in+
the+area+over+the+latter+Roman+period+and+medieval+periods+traded+with+regional+groups.++++
Rippon+does+demonstrate+that+the+area+was+protected+from+seasonal+flooding+by+the+midX
eleventh+Century+(Rippon,+2006,+p.+xv).+This+would+have+taken+a+substantial+effort+in+civil+
engineering+at+the+time+to+protect+areas+that+were+evolving+an+agricultural+economy+that+
must+have+been+significant+to+warrant+such+effort.++++
+
Rippon’s+North+Somerset+Levels+Project+concentres+on+the+isolated+farmsteads+on+the+levels+
and+may+explain+why+the+character+of+Worle,+as+a+nucleated+settlement,+was+omitted+from+
the+study+area.+The+Domesday+entry+does+demonstrate+that+the+Worle+manor+owned+by+
Esgar+had+been+a+wealthy+manor,+which+could+not+have+existed+in+complete+isolation+of+the+
region.++It+would+produce+a+more+complete+picture+of+the+development+of+the+historic+
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landscape+to+bring+Worle+into+context+with+the+early+development+of+the+area.++The+central+
research+questions+for+Worle+would+be+to+establish+a+narrative+for+the+development+of+the+
village+with+a+view+to+placing+its+importance+into+a+wider+regional+context.++To+achieve+this,+
there+must+be+some+fundamental+dating+evidence+established,+to+ascertain+if+the+
boundaries+that+appear+so+vividly+in+the+tithe+map+of+1840+are+remnants+of+the+earliest+
settlers.++Also,+the+dating+evidence+would+be+central+to+understanding+if+Castle+Bach+was+
located+to+the+north+of+the+Village+and+the+relationship+between+the+late+Saxon+community+
and+the+arrival+of+Norman+lords,+and+might+give+insight+into+the+reduction+of+value+of+the+
manor+of+Worle+by+1086.+The+1067+raids+along+the+Somerset+coast+by+the+sons+of+Harold+
(Knight,+1902,+p.+237)+may+have+imposed+a+strategic+change+to+isolate+the+Saxon+
populations+from+other+communities.++++
+
The+area+surrounding+the+Castle+Batch+monument+is+an+ideal+candidate+for+wider+
geophysical+investigation.+The+area+where+a+bailey+may+have+been+located+is+still+
undeveloped+but+has+suffered+from+modern+ploughing+techniques.+A+geophysical+survey+of+
the+area+might+produce+the+evidence+of+early+Norman+and+possibly+preXNorman+settlement+
on+Castle+Batch+Hill.+Also,+the+early+aerial+photography+should+be+examined+for+evidence+of+
earthworks+prior+to+the+housing+development+surrounding+Castle+Batch,+which+
predominantly+occurred+from+the+1970’s.++
+
Early+maps+provide+the+evidence+that+Worle+had+water+communications+to+the+Bristol+
Channel+as+late+as+the+19th+Century.++The+anchor+discovered+on+the+junction+of+Station+Road+
and+the+High+Street+on+the+course+of+the+river+in+the+18th+century+implies+that+the+river+was+
navigable+and+may+have+been+an+important+factor+in+the+development+of+Worle,+especially+if+
trade+was+associated+with+the+location+of+the+Village.++Although+Worle+is+very+developed+
today,+evidence+of+trade+is+likely+to+be+very+difficult+to+establish+with+nonXinvasive+
techniques,+but+this+is+still+a+central+question+that+the+research+will+have+to+consider.++One+of+
the+techniques+could+be+to+ask+local+people+if+they+have+any+finds+in+their+gardens+that+could+
be+analysed+as+evidence.+The+area+of+the+possible+early+enclosure+is+also+highly+developed+
and+so+nonXinvasive+techniques+might+be+problematic,+so+testXpitting+might+be+the+only+
approach+worth+considering.++There+is+only+a+very+small+area+that+is+undeveloped+on+the+
site+that+could+be+given+closer+attention+(Figure+21),+however+this+is+so+small+that+it+is+
unlikely+to+provide+much+information,+but+could+be+the+first+area+to+consider+for+test+pitting.++
Closer+examination+of+artefacts+from+Worle+that+have+been+placed+with+the+local+museum+
service+might+provide+some+additional+information.+++
+
+
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+
Figure'21'Undeveloped'areas'(approx.'5m'x'10m)'on'Eastern'edge'of'possible'enclosure,'looking'east'towards'the'
junction'of'Cherrywood'Road'and'Ebdon'Road'(Moore,'2014).'

+
The+location+of+the+manor+of+Worle+is+unknown.++The+research+conducted+so+far+provides+a+
conceivable+interpretation+that+the+earliest+manor+is+located+in+the+possible+enclosure+to+
the+east+of+Church+Road+where+Cherrywood+Rise+is+today.+The+research+question+for+this+
site+would+be+to+try+to+establish+if+an+earlier+Roman+settlement+developed+on+this+site,+
becoming+a+Saxon+manor+on+Church+Street+in+relation+to+the+development+of+the+early+
village,+either+whether+the+village+or+manor+was+planned+or+not.+The+research+should+
endeavour+to+establish+whether+this+site+was+a+late+Saxon+manor+at+the+time+of+Edgar,+with+
Walter+de+Douwi+moving+the+Manor+to+Castle+Batch.++The+location+of+the+manor+is+also+a+
question+central+to+this+investigation.+++
+
The+research+questions+can+be+summarised+as:+
+

1. Can+it+be+established+whether+there+was+a+Saxon+Manor+on+the+high+ground+
immediately+east+of+Church+Road,+using+dating+evidence,+court+rolls+and+
cartographic+sources?+

2. Did+the+Saxon+manor+relocate+to+Castle+Batch+Hill+following+the+Norman+Conquest?+
3. For+how+long+did+the+site+at+Castle+Batch+remain+in+use;+was+it+a+shortXterm+tactical+

fortification?++
4. Did+Church+Road+initially+develop+in+relation+to+a+Saxon+manorial+enclosure?+
5. Did+the+existence+of+‘Worle+River’+feature+as+an+important+element+for+the+early+

economy+of+Worle+village?++
+
+
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Conclusions 
There+is+documentary+evidence+from+Norman+survey+(Figure+4)+that+reveals+that+the+village+
of+Worle+is+over+900+years+old.+The+archaeological+finds+that+have+occurred+in+the+area+of+
Saxon+and+medieval+pottery,+and+earlier+Roman+artefacts,+suggest+that+Worle’s+history+
might+be+much+earlier.+The+presence+of+the+Iron+Age+enclosure+of+Worlebury+Camp+might+
suggest+that+Worle+could+have+originated+from+a+much+earlier+prehistoric+clearing,+which+
gave+it+the+Saxon+name+of+Worle.+++
+
Any+archaeological+investigation+of+Worle+will+be+challenging+due+to+it+being+a+built+up+
urban+environment,+so+a+focus+on+nonXinvasive+techniques+is+required+to+answer+the+
research+questions.+The+central+question+of+establishing+the+location+of+the+earliest+
settlement+can+be+drawn+from+the+occurrence+early+archaeological+finds+in+Worle.+The+
earliest+finds+seem+to+occur+in+The+Hollow+Way,+Ebdon+Road+and+The+Scours.+The+earliest+
structures+are+the+Norman+Church+and+remains+of+the+tithe+barn,+with+later+medieval+
structures+centred+on+The+Scours.+A+building+survey+of+structures+in+The+Scours+and+Church+
Road+can+be+conducted+to+establish+whether+the+dating+of+the+listed+buildings+is+accurate.+++
There+are+no+areas+within+Church+Road+and+The+Scours+that+could+be+subjected+to+
geophysical+techniques.+The+potential+area+of+the+enclosure+is+also+too+developed+for+
geophysical+techniques.+Acquiring+evidence+to+date+the+earliest+settlement+is+limited+to+
investigation+of+artefacts+already+discovered,+or+testXpitting+within+people’s+gardens+or+
verges+of+the+roads+creating+the+boundary.++++
+
To+address+the+question+of+the+period+during+which+Castle+Bach+was+used,+extensive+
geophysical+techniques+can+be+deployed.+The+earlier+investigation+undertaken+was+of+a+
limited+area,+the+grid+size+was+not+published+and+the+quality+of+the+processing+was+poor.+An+
extensive+magnatometry+survey+of+the+whole+area+should+be+conducted+to+establish+if+a+
bailey+was+built.+If+a+bailey+was+not+built,+then+this+suggests+that+the+wooden+tower+would+
have+been+a+temporary+tactual+fortification+to+address+a+shortXterm+suppression+of+the+
Saxons+shortly+after+the+Norman+Conquest.++There+is+a+suggestion+that+the+manor+was+
placed+under+the+ownership+of+the+local+priory+within+a+short+period+of+time.+LiDAR+does+
show+irregular+ploughing+(Figure+9)+on+Castle+Batch+and+the+route+of+old+Madam+Lane+
suggests+that+this+may+have+been+an+important+dry+area+for+the+village+fields.+++
+
There+is+no+doubt+that+Worle+was+an+important+village+on+the+edge+of+the+North+Somerset+
levels.+It+has+a+long+heritage+and+there+is+little+known+of+its+history.++An+archaeological+
investigation+of+Worle+can+make+a+major+contribution+to+history+of+the+early+development+
of+Worle.+++
+
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