The First Vicar of Worle, Elias de Coleshull 1325 to 1335
Context: Ruling Monarch: EDWARD II 1307 - deposed 1327
Edward was a weak and incompetent king. He had many 'favourites', Piers
Gaveston being the most notorious. He was beaten by the Scots at the Battle of
Bannockburn in 1314. Edward was deposed and held captive in Berkeley Castle in
Gloucestershire. His wife joined her lover, Mortimer, in deposing him: by their orders
he was murdered in Berkeley Castle - as legend has it, with a red-hot poker. His
beautiful tomb in Gloucester Cathedral was erected by his son, Edward III.1
Bishop of Bath and Wells in 1325: John Drokensford, Roman Catholic, of course
Elias de Coleshull became the first recorded Vicar of Worle in 1325. This was
some 200 years after the building of the original Church commenced and 175 years
after its probable completion. It may be that there is simply no record, still in
existence, of earlier Vicars of St. Martin’s, but it is thought provoking that we know it
had been standing on the hill in Worle through the reigns of Henry I, Stephen, Henry
II, Richard I, John, Henry III and Edward I – all before Elias de Coleshull arrived.
The Church at Worle almost certainly had early connections with Woodspring Priory
and its founder, William de Curtenai and may have been administered by the monks
at the Priory, but St Martin’s Church at Worle had probably been in existence for 60
years even before the Priory was built, so there remains a mystery to be solved.
We do have some information about the life of Elias de Coleshull before his
connection with Worle. The evidence comes from the calendar of Bishop John
Drokensford which was reproduced in ‘Somerset Incumbents’ by Frederic William
Weaver, taken from the Hugo Manuscript in the British Museum [1889]
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1310. Elias de Coleshull is first mentioned2 as the incumbent at Brent South3 in
1310, at which time he had a patron – Nicholas de Longland4, a Somerset man of
some substance. Longland seems to have been active in matters of the Church
around this time. He also provided patronage in 1311 for Rog. de Longland to take
up the incumbency at Hutton. All very local and cosy. The reference to Bishop’s
Register in column 5 applies to the Calendar of John de Drokensford, Bishop of
Bath and Wells, 1309 to 1329.5
NB. An ‘Elias’ resigned from Locking in 1310 and there was an ‘Elias’ who was at
Christon 1332. Are they all the same man?
So Coleshull had links for some 15 years in Somerset, down the road at Brent
South, which was in the patronage of the Archdeacon of Wells at that time. It is
therefore possible that Coleshull had some prior knowledge of Worle.
E. de Coleshull witnessed a Glastonbury Deed in 1316.
It is also worth noting that the subsequent entry in the Brent South extract gives
‘1325 Will de Lodelawe’ taking over Brent South from Coleshull. The reason for the
change is interesting. The latin term ‘per cess E de C’ translates as ‘by [or as a
result of] the fleeing of Elias de Coleshull. At a distance of 700 years we can only
speculate on how this might be accurately interpreted.
1325. The same Bishop noted Coleshull’s establishment as the first recorded Vicar
of St. Martin’s, Worle, and it is clear from later entries that Elias de Coleshull spent a
decade as Vicar of Worle.
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