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1.  Introduction 

Welcome to Worle in the years between 1900 and 1911.   

You see, already I am deviating from the strict boundaries of the title of this book.  I 

hope I can justify this contrary decision.  Whilst I know perfectly well that the 

Edwardian era should encompass the period from January 22nd 1901 until 6th May 

1910, I have persuaded myself that it is fine to include the year 1900 which, it can be 

argued, marked the start of a new century.  1911 has the great advantage of allowing 

us to look at another census, which will give our journey good, solid boundaries. 

I promise that the essence of this book will be all about Worle, but I want to include a 

national and international backdrop – just to provide the necessary scenery for the 

main action.  If anyone feels cheated by the brevity of the chapters that cover this, I 

know you can turn to hundreds of books about life in Edwardian England – this is about 

our village of Worle, Somerset, and how it dealt with life at the advent of the twentieth 

century. 

A chronological approach is too complicated and confusing to contemplate.  I have 

tried it but gave up before Edward VII ascended the throne.  No, the way forward is 

themes.  At least this way you can look at the chapter headings and pick the bits you 

fancy.  Only the brave at heart will read the whole thing in order, I suspect. 

The story demands illustration, so there will be maps, tables, graphs and photographs 

to help us to become familiar with Worle and its people.  Much of this material has 

been generously donated to Worle History Society by members and friends, so this 

book is theirs and I am just the amanuensis. If each contributor was acknowledged 

within these pages, this would be a much longer, more complex tome, so please accept 

this as our profound thanks. 

The prospect is terrifying.  Let’s hope I get to the end!  More to the point, let’s hope 

you do. 
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2.  The Edwardian Era 

The adjective ‘Edwardian’ is derived from the nine years, three months and twelve 

days that Edward VII enjoyed the throne of England.  In point of fact he was King of the 

United Kingdom and the British Dominions, and Emperor of India.  Edward was known 

to his family as ‘Bertie’ and he had the fortune or misfortune to be born the eldest son 

of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. 

Bertie had to wait until he was 59 years old before he inherited his throne.  His mother, 

Victoria, had a firm grip on life.  She reigned for 63 years and 216 days and left Edward 

VII with less than a decade to live.  But what a throne it was.  Queen Victoria ruled over 

Britain's great age of industrial expansion, economic progress and, especially, empire.  

At her death, Britain had a worldwide empire on which the sun never set. 

The Prince of Wales, had a taste for the high life.  People liked Bertie: they also 

disapproved of him.  He was a sociable extrovert who developed into a playboy, with a 

penchant for horse racing, shooting, eating and drinking.  He also enjoyed the fairer sex 

– reputedly in the forms of Lily Langtry, Lady Churchill, Sarah Bernhardt and Alice 

Keppel.  His wife, Alexandra of Denmark, tolerated his ways and they produced six 

children.  Queen Victoria despaired of him and is said to have blamed him for the 

premature death of Prince Albert.  Victoria was convinced that Bertie would be a 

hopeless King, which was the only point of agreement between her and her heir to the 

throne.  Bertie did not look forward to becoming Edward VII with much confidence. 

In fact, he came up trumps.  The Edwardian period was seen, at the time, to be a 

golden age for the upper classes in America, Britain and the continent of Europe:  the 

new King of England suited the times.   Edward VII travelled well and his visits to France 

and the rest of Europe helped to bring about the ‘Entente Cordiale’ in 1904.   

In Britain there were signs of gradual change throughout his reign.  Suddenly there was 

socialism, women suffragettes, the Labour party and trade unions.  The King said, with 

some irony, ‘we are all socialists now’.  In fact he was a socialite. 

In an attempt to provide some idea of events in Edward VII’s reign, there is a timeline1 

to have a look at. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Taken from the website http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edward7 with some minor 

changes, especially to the tense of the verbs. 

http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edward7
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Historical Timeline for reign of Edward VII 

1901   Edward VII became King on the death of his mother, Queen Victoria.  

1901   President William McKinley assassinated 

 1901   Australia was granted dominion status.  

 1902   Arthur Balfour became Prime Minister.  

 1902   First trans-Atlantic radio transmission  

 1902   Edward VII instituted the Order of Merit.  

 1902   Empire Day was celebrated for the first time.  

 1902   Rudyard Kipling’s ‘Just So Stories’ published.  

 1903   Wilbur and Orville Wright of the United States of America made the first 

   manned and controlled aircraft flight.  

 1903   The Women’s Social and Political Union, demanding votes for women, was 

               founded by Emmeline Pankhurst.  

 1904   Britain and France signed the Entente Cordiale, settling  outstanding  

  territorial disputes.  

 1904   Sigmund Freud published ‘Psychopathology of Everyday Life.’  

 1904   ‘Peter Pan’ by J. M. Barrie was published.  

 1905   Motor buses were first used in London.  

 1906   Construction of HMS Dreadnought  

 1907   Edward VII visited his cousin Tzar Nicholas II of Russia  

 1907   Taxi-cabs were legally recognized in Britain for the first time.  

 1907   Baden-Powell took the first ever group of boy scouts on holiday to 

                Brownsea Island, Dorset.  

 1907   Parliament rejected Channel Tunnel scheme.  

 1907   New Zealand was granted dominion status.  

 1908   Production of Ford motor cars began.  

 1908   Publication of ‘The Wind in the Willows’ by Kenneth Grahame  

 1908   The fourth Olympic Games were held in London.  

 1908   Herbert Henry Asquith became Prime Minister.  

 1908   The Triple Entente signed between Russia, France, and Britain.  

 1908   The Children’s Act established juvenile courts to try children.  

 1908   Old Age Pensions established in Britain for all over 70 years old  with an  

 income of less than ten shillings per week.  

 1909   The People’s Budget is introduced by Lloyd George  

 1909   The Women’s Suffrage movement became more militant in their  

                fight for votes for women.  

 1909   Introduction of Labour Exchanges  

 1909   French airman, Louis Blériot, made the first cross-Channel flight  

                from Calais to Dover.  

 1909   First rugby match to be played at Twickenham took place.  

 1909   First Boy Scout Rally was held at Crystal Palace, London.  

 1910   Constitutional Crisis caused by the House of Commons’ attempt to  

                curb the power of the House of Lords.  

 1910   Edward VII died of pneumonia at Buckingham Palace. 
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His Majesty King Edward VII of the United Kingdom and the British Dominions, and 

Emperor of India. 
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3.  His Majesty’s heads of government 

In 1901 the term ‘Prime Minister’ had not been adopted.  The leader of the governing 

political party was styled ‘First Lord of the Treasury’.2  It seems certain that a 

considerable facility for adaptability was needed by anyone in this role to move 

successfully from working with an 82 year old Queen with almost 64 years’ experience 

and very fixed ideas, to her 59 year old son, who, whilst well established as a playboy 

Prince of Wales, had been allowed no access whatsoever to affairs of state by the 

matriarchal Queen Victoria.  The man charged with the task of transition was the 

elderly Marquis of Salisbury, who was the first of four Prime Ministers to head 

Edward’s governments. 

Marquis of Salisbury, P. M. from 1895 to 1902, Conservative3 

 

Robert Arthur Talbot Gascoyne-Cecil, 3rd Marquis of Salisbury, KG 

GCVO PC (3 February 1830 – 22 August 1903), styled Lord Robert Cecil 

before 1865 and Viscount Cranborne from June 1865 until April 1868, 

was a British Conservative statesman of considerable experience.  By 

the time Edward VII took the throne Salisbury was enjoying his third 

term as Prime Minister, serving for a total of over 13 years.   He had 

become a well-loved elder statesman.  Home legislation included the 

Workmen’s Compensation Act of 1897, making the employer liable for accidents at 

work. Abroad, problems were brewing in the Cape Colony in South Africa - the Boer 

War broke out in 1899, splitting the Cabinet and leading to his resignation in 1902.  

Despite failing health, Salisbury had agreed to stay on to help Edward VII manage the 

transition following the death of his mother, Queen Victoria. He resigned in favour of 

his nephew, A. J. Balfour, in the first months of the new King's reign. (Notably, he was 

the last serving prime minister to sit in the Lords.) He died in 1903 at Hatfield House. 
 

Arthur James Balfour, Conservative, P. M. 1902 – 1905 
 

When Lord Salisbury retired, Balfour became Prime Minister, but 

his cabinet was split on the free trade issue and his relations with 

the king were poor.  The nephew of the Marquis of Salisbury, 

Balfour had none of his uncle's political skills despite a long period 

of mentoring. He was instead something of a philosopher, 

publishing several weighty books, including 'A Defence of 

Philosophic Doubt', 'The Foundations of Belief', and 'Theism and Humanism'. Following 

a cabinet split Balfour resigned, gambling that the Liberals would be unable to form a 

government and that he would be returned to power. He was wrong.  What is more 

this mis-judgement led to a change of representation in Parliament for the people of 

Worle4. 

                                                           
2
 For the sake of ease of understanding, I shall adopt the term Prime Minister for leaders of government, 

before it was officially established.  
3
 Adapted from https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers/robert-gascoyne-cecil 

4
 See Chapter 4:  Worle’s men  at Westminster 
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Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, Liberal, 1905 – 1908 

 

A Liberal Party politician, Campbell-Bannerman took over the 

leadership of the Liberal Party in late 1905 and served as Prime 

Minister of the United Kingdom from December 5th, 1905 to 1908.  

He had also served as Secretary of State for War twice, in the 

Cabinets of Gladstone and Roseberry.  In the election in January 

1906 the Liberals, who held only 184 Commons seats in the 1900 

parliament, took 400 seats and could count on the support of a 

further 83 Irish Nationalist MPs, and 29 members elected under the 

aegis of the new Labour Representation Committee. Of the Liberal MPs 220 were new 

to the House of Commons and 176 were nonconformists. In contrast the 

Conservatives, both those who favoured free trade and those who favoured tariff 

reform, numbered only 133, though they were joined by 24 Liberal Unionists, the 

remnant of a larger group under Chamberlain who had left the Liberal Party in 1886. In 

some constituencies two Unionist candidates, a tariff reformer and a ‘free fooder’, had 

fought each other to the Liberal candidate's advantage. He was the first ‘First Lord of 

the Treasury’ to be officially called "Prime Minister", the term only coming into official 

usage five days after he took office. He also remains the only person to date to hold the 

positions of both Prime Minister and Father of the House at the same time.   

 

H. H.  Asquith, Liberal, 1908 – 1916 

 

Asquith's government had shown great longevity, but disintegrated 

in the face of the unequalled disasters of the Somme and Gallipoli. 

With World War One going badly, fellow Liberal, David Lloyd George, 

had seized his chance and ousted Asquith. But in the preceding eight 

years, the two politicians had together overseen one of the greatest 

constitutional upheavals of the 20th Century and ushered in some of 

the predecessors of the Welfare State. Old Age Pensions were 

introduced and Unemployment Exchanges (job centres) were set up by the then Liberal 

minister, Winston Churchill. But when Lloyd George attempted to introduce a budget 

with land and income taxes disadvantageous to the 'propertied' classes, it was thrown 

out by the House of Lords. Lloyd George branded the Lords 'Mr Balfour's poodle' (a 

reference to Conservative leader A J Balfour's supposed control over the peers). The 

stand-off resulted in two general elections during 1910, the second of which the 

Liberals won with a 'peers against the people' campaign slogan. The budget was passed 

and, in 1911, the Parliament Act became law. The Act stated that the Lords could only 

veto a Commons bill twice, and instituted five-yearly general elections.5 

 

 

                                                           
5
 It is interesting to note that the term ‘squiffy’, meaning slightly drunk, derived from ‘Asquith’, 

who reputedly enjoyed a regular tipple. 
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4.  Worle’s Men at Westminster  
 

In the year 1900 Worle was a small part of the constituency known as Wells.  Women, 

of course, had no vote, and could not stand for election.  During the first decade or so 

of the 20th century Worle was represented by three men, and has in fact, never had a 

female Member of Parliament. 
 

In 1899 a by-election had been triggered in the constituency.  The Conservative 

incumbent, Joliffe Hylton, found himself elevated to the House of Lords as 3rd Baron 

Hylton, on the death of his father, the 2nd Baron Hylton.  The constituency of Wells, 

including Worle, found itself in need of a new M. P. 
 

Robert Edmund Dickinson, Conservative 1899-1906  
 

Dickinson was returned unopposed, which is a very illuminating 

fact on its own.  It seems unbelievable now, in the 21st century, 

that an opportunity to put up candidates for election was not 

grasped.  But presumably the Liberal Party, which was the main 

opposition at the time, did not consider the seat worth contesting.  

The upshot was that Dickinson served as the MP for Wells 

constituency between 1899 and 1906.  He had a strong connection 

with the City of Bath and presented that city with The City Sword.6   
 

The Gazette carried a story about the new Member of Parliament in the edition dated 

6th January, 1900, which begins as follows:   
 

“THE NEW MEMBER FOR THE WELLS DIVISION is certainly not allowing the 

grass to grow under his feet.  In his dual capacity as Mayor of Bath and as a 

member of parliament, Mr Dickinson is finding his time very fully occupied….On 

the following Saturday, Mr Dickinson attended the hunt breakfast given by 

Mr. A. E. Hardwick [the master of the Weston Harriers] at Worle and was 

rushed for two or three speeches.  The farmers have quickly discovered that 

their new member enjoys single blessedness, and they were therefore delighted 

when the toast of ‘the ladies’ was submitted to hear Mr. Dickinson’s name 

coupled therewith.  However, the new member was equal to the occasion 

although one of his less cultural friends ventured to give him a bit of their mind 

on the wickedness of bachelorhood.”7 
 

The bonhomie displayed at this first meeting of the people of Worle with their new 

representative was soon overpowered by national politics and Robert Dickinson lost his 

seat in the Liberal landslide of December 1905. 

                                                           
6
 See Worle History Society’s file ‘Edwardian Worle’ for further detail.  The photograph of 

Robert Dickinson is hanging at Bath city Town Hall.  It is under glass, and screwed to the wall.  
Thanks to Richard Wyatt for this copy. 
7
 A copy of the entire article is available in the Edwardian Worle file under the heading Mr. 

Hardwick’s Hunt Breakfast. 
 



Raye Green  Edwardian Worle 

10 
 

 

Thomas Ball Silcock, Liberal 1906-1910 

 

The 1906 General Election was a landmark one, in that it was 

the first time the Labour Party played a major role.  There was a 

‘landslide victory’ for the Liberal Party.  In fact, it was closer 

than people realised: actual votes cast nationally were: Liberals 

2.75 million; Conservatives 2.5 million.  R.E. Dickinson was one 

of many conservatives who lost their seats.   

Thomas Ball Silcock was elected for Wells and therefore 

represented the people of Worle.   He was born in Bradford-on- 

Avon, Wiltshire to Thomas Ball Silcock and Amelia Milsom.  His secondary education 

was at Bristol Grammar School and he was later awarded a BSc. at London University. 

He married Mary Frances Tarrant of Bath in 1881 and produced three sons and two 

daughters.  Silcock worked as an architect and surveyor. Like Dickinson before him, he 

had strong connections with the city of Bath, serving as Mayor from 1900–01 and again 

from 1910–11.  He was also a Justice of the Peace.  A turbulent period in national 

politics resulted in his defeat by the Conservatives at the following General Election in 

January 1910. He did not stand for parliament again. 
 

George John Sandys, Conservative 1910 to 1918  
 

A famous family name established a connection with Worle 

when George Sandys was elected to represent Wells 

constituency in the election that took place between 15th 

January and 10th February, 1910. The portrait was presented 

to the National Gallery by George Sandys in 1919.  He is 

described as:  George John Sandys (1875-1937), Soldier and 

politician.   

Sandys was the son of James Sandys, of Slade House, Stroud 

and was educated at Clifton College and Pembroke College, 

Oxford.  Commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 5th 

Dragoon Guards, he served in the South African War from 1899 until 1901 with 

the Glamorgan Yeomanry, receiving a promotion to Lieutenant on 28th August 1901.    

After the war he transferred to the 2nd Life Guards, but left the army in 1905.  In 1914 

he re-joined to serve in the British Expeditionary Force in the First World War, during 

which he was wounded.  Sandys was a Member of Parliament for Wells from 1910 to 

1918, so presumably he would have been away from Parliament and the constituency 

for the duration of World War 1.  He later joined the diplomatic service, serving as an 

Honorary Attaché in the British Legation in Berne (1921-22) and Paris (1922-25).   He 

died in Antibes, France in 1937. 

His son, Duncan Sandys, became a Member of Parliament and cabinet minister, and his 

granddaughter Laura Sandys, also a Conservative politician, was elected to 

represent South Thanet in 2010. 
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5.  Worle in 1900 

The nature of the village of Worle, Somerset, at the dawn of the 20th century needs to 

be firm in our minds before we proceed with this analysis of the lives of the people.  

Photographs from the time present us with a grey world but in fact Worle was apple 

trees, it was limestone cottages surrounded by limestone walls; these walls were 

adorned with the crisp limey green leaves of Campanula, that burst forth into clear 

blue-purple flowers in May; Worle was narrow lanes bordered by high, unruly hedges; 

the hawthorn blossom vied with apple blossom in the beauty stakes.  Apple blossom 

won the visual contest, the hawthorn just outdid it for perfume.  The southern aspect 

of the village, with the chunky old hill protecting its northern reaches from destructive 

winds, allowed the blossom to survive for much longer than elsewhere.  Blackberries, 

sloes and elderberries were everywhere in autumn.   

The new homes that were appearing in Kewstoke Road, Lower Street8 and Ten Acres 

were universally limestone and varied only in size; a limestone parade of shops, known 

simply as The Parade had opened for business in Lower Street to provide essentials for 

the increasing number of people.   

The clay soil at the foot of Worle’s hill was heavy and claggy, but the roses loved it and 

flourished; on the higher slopes the soil lightened and was exploited by smallholders, 

market gardeners and arable farmers to produce lush harvests cultivated in orderly 

rows.  Daffodil fields provided markets from Weston to Bristol with armfuls of brilliant 

blooms.  Dairy cows, mainly black and white Friesians, inhabited the pasture land and 

wandered around to and from milking sheds, trying to avoid horses and carts.  

The Gulf Stream, which reached the Bristol Channel all the year round, extended its 

comforting warmth to Worle, and Worle responded by embracing it and stretching 

happily.  The freshness of the breezes attracted commerce in the form of laundries.  

Business was carried out in the sculleries and gardens of industrious homes where the 

sheets and towels were hung out in a billowing mass to suck up the salty tinge of 

westerly air from the Atlantic for the delight and refreshment of rich visitors to the 

hotels and guest houses in Weston. 

For the ordinary, working class people of Worle, the big advantage was the natural 

environment, which made their lives at least comfortable and at best pleasurable.  

Hard work is softened by nature at its kindest.  The greatest disadvantage and a daily 

irritation and inconvenience derived from the lack of a proper sewerage system.  As we 

shall see, in common with many rural settlements in the West Country, the population 

often had to put up with a most unpleasant smell.  The pungency in summer was 

capable of outdoing the apple blossom and was merely the symptom of a greater 

problem, the danger to health.  Cesspits and open ditches did a very poor job of 

disposing of waste and the village and local government would have to make some 

expensive but unavoidable decisions to rectify matters. 

                                                           
8
 The street now known as High Street, was variously known as Lower Street, Bristol Road and Lower 

Bristol Road. 
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6.  Census and Population in Worle 

In our Somerset village of Worle there were the signs of change.  A new century was 

upon them.  On January 1st, 1900 the old Queen Empress was still alive, but a new 

century, I suppose, is greeted as an indicator of change.  History classifies the centuries 

and gives each a personality.  The 19th century had been one of prosperity and 

certainty: maybe it was a good thing the people could not see into the battle-ridden 

violence that was to be the mark of the 20th century. 

 

That January, not so long ago, Britain was fighting, of course.  The second Boer War in 

South Africa would not be settled for another two years and was reported regularly 

even in the local papers, but the Victorian Age was to leave a positive legacy of 

confidence and a certainty of the rightness of the British cause.  That confidence and 

assurance is recognisable in the population of Worle, emphasised by the amount of 

building that was afoot, and a habit of living for the moment as well as making 

assumptions about the future. 

 

In 1891 the census declared that 1,018 souls lived in the village of Worle; by March 31st 

1901, when the census was taken again, the number had risen to 1,282, an increase of 

almost 20%.  This may sound like a fairly large number of Worlites but, to give us a 

means of comparison, it is worth mentioning that Worle Community School has 1,490 

pupils in 2014 all confined in what was, a hundred years ago, a small group of fields. 

 

By 21st century standards it was a very young population.  Almost half, 47% or 506 

people to be accurate were under 20 years of age.  Only 12 had reached 80 years or 

older. 

 

 
 

The pie chart clearly shows us the challenging demography of the times, which was 

replicated across much of rural England.  It is almost the opposite of the difficulties 

facing us in the 21st century.  For us, care of the elderly is a huge issue: for these 

predecessors, it was looking after the burgeoning new generation.  Just a look at the 

47% 

26% 

17% 

9% 1% 

Ages of the population in 1901 

0 -20 21-40 41-60 61-80 80+
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chart tells us something of the reasons for opening new schools, building new houses 

and finding occupations for the youngsters, particularly the boys. 

 

Many of these inhabitants had come to Worle from distant parts.  It is true that 1,037 

had been born in Somerset, but some had arrived from far distant places:  New 

Zealand, Australia, America, Canada and even China. 

 

The British incomers, from other counties, mostly hailed from Gloucestershire [80], 

Wiltshire [25], Wales [23] and London [10].  Those who were born in Somerset were 

often from neighbouring parishes or towns, as the chart below shows.  Many of these 

had met a local man or woman, married into the parish and never moved away.  It is 

the two thirds of the people, born and bred in Worle, who gave the village its traditions 

and culture; the other 33% added the spice of ‘strangers’. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1% 

8% 1% 
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2% 

2% 
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3% 
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7.  Ordnance Survey Map of Worle, 1904 

This map of the village of Worle 110 years ago gives us a reference point for the rest of 

this book and reveals some of the advantages of the time, now lost.  The line for the 

Weston, Clevedon and Portishead Light Railway is an excellent example. 
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8.  The Bedrock of Worle 

Around the year 1840, when the old Tithe Map of Worle was drawn, Queen Victoria 

was a very young 21 year old, newly married woman.  Worle was becoming used to the 

growth on its doorstep of Weston-super-Mare; the railway was the great new mode of 

transport.  The people of Worle still lived in farm houses, cottages or, for the privileged 

few, genteel Victorian comfort.  

By the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, 

the attraction of a fashionable seaside 

resort, appearing from nowhere right next 

door, led to a rash of house building in 

Worle not matched again until the 

notorious development in the 1960s and 

70s.   

The outside world had come to the north 

Somerset coast with a bang.  Fashionable people strolled upon the golden sands, spent 

their pennies on the brand new pier and patronised the rather grand looking Weston 

High Street.9   

Worle and its people noted all this and during the 1890s and into the first decade of 

the new century, local builders’ attention was turned to the construction of homes, 

shops and public buildings to accommodate new arrivals and serve the community. 

Worle was on the move and almost without exception the material chosen for this 

development was local limestone.  The parade of shops in Worle High Street, the 

cottages opposite the new shops, the terrace of villas and the bank opposite the 

vicarage, the comfortable little homes in Ten Acres [Coronation Road], the homes in 

Kewstoke Road and Castle Road, the cottages in Station Road – all were local 

limestone.  So were the garden walls.  The new Infant’s school and the Village Club in 

Mendip Avenue were prime examples of the style favoured by the planners.  The new 

buildings were solid: their centre of gravity was low and this enabled them to defy 

deterioration.  They did not appear to be built on the ground but to spring from it.  

Houses large and small that sheltered families, commercial premises and public 

buildings shared the advantages of the lovely limestone and unified the people. 

                                                           
9
 Pictures of beach and pier are dated 1904, Weston High Street, 1907. 
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9.  Upstairs, Downstairs 
 

For many of us the Edwardian Era is epitomised on the small screen by ‘Upstairs, 

Downstairs’, which was set in the opulence of upper class London, so I thought I would 

analyse the 1901 census more closely to see if the same way of life, albeit watered 

down, would apply to Worle.  

 

 I found that, of the 1,282 inhabitants recorded in Worle, a mere 37 were in service.  Of 

these, the vast majority were general domestics, with a scattering of parlour maids and 

two coachmen.  These people – all the domestics were women or girls – were working 

at 20 homes, farms or businesses.  Most of them would now be described as 

employees rather than ‘servants’.  The true ‘Upstairs, Downstairs’ households were 

confined to the great cities and country estates.  The houses in Worle with only one 

servant were often farm houses, where the duties of the skivvy were undefined, but 

pretty universal –they were expected to do everything and anything.  Worle had only 

five households with more than one ‘live in’ servant in 1901, and a great deal of 

‘noblesse oblige’10 was expected of the heads of such families.   

 

Newspaper reports, minutes of local clubs, Parish Council minutes and photographs of 

sports teams, Church choir, bell ringers, Bible groups and the Harvest Home 

committee, all give us an opportunity to meet and recognise the great and the good in 

Worle.  The Battiscombes at Hillside House, the Bisdee family at Sunnyside and the 

Hardwicks of Springfield House, all played a leading role on the stage that was Worle.  

Miss Sawkins of Fairfield House was mostly backstage by this time, since she was 85 

years old.  The Parsleys at Ivy Lodge are enigmatic but are mentioned in local sources 

of information, and we are able to resort to photographs to gain an inviting glimpse of 

this family.    Four of these important homes are still standing, only Hillside House has 

been demolished for building land.  All five homes can be found, named, on Ordnance 

survey maps and were clearly recognised as being worth a special mention. 

 

So let us take a peep inside these five big houses and see what we can see. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
10

 Noblesse oblige is a French phrase literally meaning "nobility obliges". It is the concept that 
nobility extends beyond mere entitlements and requires the person with such status to fulfil 
social responsibilities, particularly in leadership roles. 
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Fairfield House 

 

The picture above was taken from Tripp’s Field, the home field of Nutwell Farm in what 

was then Lower Street, now High Street. 

The Sawkins Family 

This elegant, Georgian house had been the home of Miss Eliza Sawkins for over 20 

years.  Her older sister, Sarah Anne Sawkins was given as the Head of the household in 

the 1881 census.   By 1901 Sarah Anne had died and Eliza was 85 years old.  She shared 

her home with a boarder – a man of 71 years who was her brother-in-law’s brother, 

Matthew Clover Ward.  This arrangement must have worked well, since it had lasted 

the entire time that Eliza Sawkins had lived at Fairfield.  Both of these ‘upstairs’ 

residents were recorded as living on their own means, so there must have been no 

shortage of cash.   

‘Downstairs’ in the metaphorical sense, the house was also home to four servants, two 

each, I suppose.   Top of the pile was the companion/domestic, one Florence Mary 

Porter who at 46 was still single and likely to remain so, since few of the men of a 

suitable age appear to be single, according to the census.   The position of ‘companion’ 

is difficult to comprehend now, but I think of it as a paid friend, someone in who’s 

presence to pass the time.  The addition of the term ‘domestic’ in this case suggests 

that other tasks were expected. 

 John William Wheeler came next.  He was listed as a Private Attendant – perhaps to 

look after Matthew.  Mr Wheeler was a chap of 37 years and was a married man, so 

maybe he did not live in. I think of John Wheeler as a valet and general helper to 

Matthew Ward, but I may be quite wide of the mark. 

 The coachman was John Hill.  He was 60 years old and probably had his quarters over 

the coach house which was built on the side of the main house.  John had been the 
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Sawkins’ employee for at least 10 years, appearing in the 1891 census as a general 

domestic servant.  Perhaps, with the passing of the years, he still carried out duties 

other than driving and caring for the coach and horses.  He died on February 12th, 1927 

aged 88 and is buried in St Martin’s Churchyard in grave E93.  

Finally, the Domestic Servant was 15 year old Mabel Budd.  She may have been 

overworked and lonely, in such a household.  People in Service at the bottom of the 

pile often found themselves looking after the rest of the downstairs staff as well as 

upstairs.  The youthful population of the rest of the village probably compensated and 

provided companionship on Mabel’s days off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above extract from the 1903 O.S. map, shows Lower Street, now High Street with 

Fairfield House clearly marked. 

Of all the homes in Worle, this one was blessed with the most live-in servants.  It also 

had an uninterrupted view across Nutwell Farm to the Mendip Hills, and was a short 

walk from the village shops and the Vicarage.  The latter may or may not have been 

considered a blessing.   

These days, the house is divided in two and both have become family homes where 

children have been reared in elegant surroundings. 
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Hillside House 

 

This wonderful photograph is late Victorian, as can be seen from the annotation, but it 

provides a flavour of life in the upper middle classes of society.  Now sadly demolished, 

Hillside House occupied an enviable position on the hill behind St Martin’s Church, as 

the map11 below shows.  The windows in the picture all face south, the gardens are 

well loved, no doubt by staff, and the family in residence are in clover. 

 

Hillside was set well back from Church Street [now Church Road] and was approached 

via a single track lane which, in Edwardian times, skirted around the field, marked on 

the map as 393.  I have not yet discovered written evidence of the date when the 

                                                           
11

 1903 O.S. map again. 
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house was built, but the 1839 Tithe map features the house and shows this field as 

being the garden of Hillside House, stretching right down to Church Street. When the 

land changed hands and became pasture land remains to be discovered.  The very fact 

that Hillside House is recorded on the Tithe strongly suggests that it was standing when 

Victoria became Queen in 1837.  

One source of information has come to light.  In 1946 Mrs Lilian Meyer learned that 

proposals were afoot for the house to be converted into flats and the 9 acres of land to 

be used for new ‘working-class’ dwellings to be erected.  Mrs Meyer wrote to the 

Mercury.12  Her letter suggests that ‘Hillside’ was once known as ‘Abbots’ and that an 

earlier building there housed abbots and friars, probably travelling masons, involved in 

the building of St. Martin’s church and the tithe barn.  Many years later Abbots was 

rebuilt and occupied by Dr. Thomas Hardwick who later sold it to the Battiscombe 

family. 

The inhabitants would have enjoyed the combination of views and privacy.  Their 

closest neighbours were the Bisdees of Sunnyside House, also marked on this map.  

There is a considerable array of outbuildings, too, though we can only speculate as to 

how they were used: stabling, coach house and general storage, perhaps.  So, who 

were these lucky people? 

The Battiscombe Family 

In 1901 Captain Walter E. S. Battiscombe, a 60 year old retired Army Officer, was the 

head of household at Hillside, where he had lived for almost 20 years.  Mrs Meyer 

thought he had been responsible for renaming the house ‘Hillside’.  The 1901 census 

gives the address as Upper Bristol Road.  The photograph shows Captain Battiscombe 

with his wife Agnes Josepha Battiscombe13  and a child.  When the picture was taken in 

1886 they were fairly new to the house.  They certainly did not live there in 1881 when 

that census was taken.14  During the Battiscombe’s occupancy the large room over the 

coach house was fitted out as a library with 4,000 books which were loaned out free of 

charge.  A blazing fire was lit on Saturday evenings and the library was a popular venue 

for local people.  The long drive, lined with tall trees, which formed the approach to the 

house caused the ladies to hesitate at the gate and await the arrival of another reader 

before walking the rest of the way to Hillside. 

Captain and Mrs Battiscombe did not have children, but had been close to other family 

members.  In 1901 the third member of the ‘upstairs’ household at Hillside was Mary 

Yepp, a niece, who is recorded as 36 years old and single.  These three people 

employed a small staff to take care of them and of the house. 

The cook/domestic was the senior servant.  A widow of 56 years, Caroline Stone would 

have had overall charge of the ‘below stairs’ staff.  She was a local woman, who was 

born in Uphill. 

                                                           
12

 See Appendix 3 for full article. 
13

 They were both born in Essex. 
14

 The 1881 census shows them living in Sidmouth.  See notes taken by John McCreadie.   
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Lily Harris, single and 26, was the housemaid and would have carried out all the less 

desirable tasks. 

The Battiscombes must have been exceptional employers and had a close bond with 

their domestic staff.  They had displayed a caring attitude to their entire household 

during their occupancy of Hillside. In 1891 the Captain and his wife had provided a final 

resting place for John Fletcher, who died at only nineteen years.  A grave was 

purchased on the north side of St. Martin’s Church and therefore visible from Hillside.  

John was the first of three servants to be interred there. This must have been 

considerable comfort to Annie Fletcher, a single girl of sixteen at the time, and 

employed at Hillside as a housemaid domestic.  It seems likely that Annie was John’s 

younger sister and it is easy to envisage her walking down the lane, picking wild flowers 

from the hedgerows for her brother’s grave.  

 In 1896 John Fletcher was joined ‘at rest’ by 

67 year old William Perry, whose memorial 

reads “for 52 years a faithful and valued 

servant at Hillside”.  This lifetime of service 

was to the house – it began in 1844, long 

before the Battiscombes moved in, but it was 

they who acknowledged his loyalty.   

Much later, in 1919, the two male servants 

saw the arrival in the churchyard of Agnes Mary Smith, who had been the 

Battiscombe’s parlour maid early in her service, and who died at 72 years old in 1919.  

Her stone reads “for 41 years a devoted servant and friend of Mrs W E S Battiscombe, 

Hillside, Worle”.  There is poignancy in this inscription which is better understood if we 

turn our minds to early Edwardian times. 

In 1902, on  22nd August, Captain Battiscombe died following a short struggle with 

heart problems and his widow, Agnes, felt her loss very deeply, probably the more so 

because she had no children.  The Captain had been a vice-president of the Village 

Club, and Mrs Battiscombe received a letter of condolence upon her loss from the 

committee and members.  She replied in the manner of the time. 
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“August 28th, 1902.  Gentlemen, Please accept and convey to the committee of the 
Worle Club my warmest thanks for the expression of their deep sorrow at the death of 
my beloved Husband and their heartfelt sympathy with me in my heavy trial, these 
touching acts of kindness and sympathy are the greatest help and comfort in such a 
sorrow as mine. Believe me, gentlemen, Yours very truly Agnes Battiscombe” 

It is good to know that Agnes Battiscombe was not left completely alone.  Her friend 

and servant, Agnes Smith, remained at Mrs Battiscombe’s side until the death of the 

former in 1919, almost 20 years later.  The two ladies oversaw regular sewing parties in 

the lovely old house and the grounds were used often as the venue for fêtes and 

bazaars. 

An undated photograph of Hillside House 

Agnes Battiscombe, nee Branfill, who had started her life at Upminster Hall, died at 85 

years old and was buried with her husband in St Martin’s Churchyard.  She lived 

through the trauma of a 

World War as a widow, 

and died in 1921.  

Fighters all, Agnes’s 

father Capt. Champion 

Edward Branfill J.P fought 

at the battle of Waterloo. 

Could the precious snap 

on the left depict Mrs. 

Battiscombe together  

with members of her 

family or the staff?  We 

shall probably never have 

a definitive answer. 
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Sunnyside House 

 

Situated next door to Hillside House15, but nearer the road and somewhat less grand, is 

Sunnyside House.  The photograph above has no definite date, but is thought to be 

mid-20th century and suggests a house in a somewhat neglected state.  The steps at the 

front certainly needed weeding and repointing.  

There is evidence that the house began as a farmhouse in the Regency16 period and 

was extended and embellished over the years.  The frontage, so Georgian in style, was 

a new façade provided during the reign of Queen Victoria.  The current owner in 2014 

has carried out revealing research and has produced a set of drawings17 of the house at 

various stages of its evolution from farmhouse to 19th century gentleman’s residence 

to 20th century conversion and modernization. 

Edward Herbert Bisdee had become the owner of Sunnyside in 1894, as shown by the 

conveyance.  This period was possibly the zenith of the building’s status in society.  It 

was important enough to feature on a postcard in 1905, and an example, which shows 

a legible postmark, confirms that the picture on the next page was taken not later than 

that year. 

 

                                                           
15

 See map on Hillside House page. 
16

 Between 1811 and 1820 
17

 See 121 Church Road, An Investigation by Nick Rowley in WHS Archive 
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The Bisdee family. 

Edward Bisdee is recorded in the 1901 census as a man of 42 years who earned his 

living as a merchant of corn and stone.  This suggests that some premises in addition to 

the family home would have been necessary, but this is speculative.  His wife, Hester, 

was from Wrexham in Wales and was 12 years his junior.  There were, in 1901, two 

children of the marriage:  Muriel was three years old and Kenneth, eight months.  Both 

had been born in Worle.  

There is a picture of St. Martin’s Church Choir18, taken early in 

the 1900s, whilst Cecil Harman was Vicar of Worle, which has 

been annotated by the original owner, and shows Edward 

Bisdee comfortably seated next to the vicar, which suggests his 

status in the community. 

For the limited live-in staff at Sunnyside House, there was a 

                                                           
18

 See Group picture of St. Martins choir and bellringers, on page 47, and extract above right. 
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substantial dwelling, a family of four and the garden and outbuildings, all requiring 

attention.  It is to be hoped that the Bisdee family also employed casual labour and 

maybe a regular gardener.  The plan below, taken from the 1942 legal conveyance 

documents, shows the extent of the grounds, which also included a plot, used as a 

garden, on the other side of the main thoroughfare. 

 

Two young women, both aged 21 years, served the needs of the Bisdee family at the 

dawn of the new century.  Martha Hayward was a nurse/domestic from Taunton.  I 

dare suggest that she assisted the lady of the house, Hester Bisdee, with the care of the 

children.  Harriet Emery, who had been born in Shepton Mallett, took care of the 

cooking and some domestic duties.  How did the family find these servants from 

distant places?  Probably personal recommendation; simple word of mouth.   
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Springfield House 

 

Taken in 1905, this photograph shows 

the house with Mr. Hardwick’s pack 

of hounds in the field below.  

Springfield House still occupies its 

excellent position with views across 

to the Mendips.  It can be reached via 

a private driveway19 which runs to the 

south, off Spring Hill.  The gardens to 

the right of the original driveway are 

now the plots of two 20th century 

bungalows.  The fabric of the house 

which, in Edwardian times, was at 

least 40 years old, still gives the 

impression of superior quality: the 

stonework and mortar reflects the 

skill of craftsmen.  In Edwardian times, ivy and the fancy bargeboards softened the 

appearance of the house.  These features are now missing. 

Hardwick Family 

The first mention of the house I have found in official records seems to occur in the 

1861 census, when one James Hardwick and his wife, Mary, were in residence.  The 

couple were 58 years old and were both born locally, James at Kewstoke and Mary at 

Banwell.  40 years later, in 1901 Edward Hardwick, who was born in 1861, was the 

occupier and head of the household.  It is easy to assume a connection between the 

two census entries, but I am unable to establish a relationship beyond doubt.  It is 

possible that Edward Hardwick was the grandson of James and Mary. 

                                                           
19

 The house has impressive, locked 8 feet gates and C.C. T.V.  It is currently for sale at the 
amazing price of £695,000. 
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Edward Hardwick’s wife was eleven years his junior and is not mentioned by name, but 

referred to as Mrs. H. R. Hardwick.20  In fact her maiden name was Hannah Russell 

Sperring, who was a local girl, born in Banwell around 1872.  The couple’s daughter, 

Violet, was a child of 9 years who, like her father, had been born at The Newtons, 

Kewstoke.  Edward, having grown up at the Newtons, must have been used to space, 

land and servants.  His household in Spring Hill boasted 2 members of staff who lived in 

Springfield House with the family and a married couple who occupied Springfield 

Cottage in the grounds.  The first member of staff was C. Hale, described in 1901 as 24 

years old and single.  This employee, who hailed from Wroughton in Wiltshire, carried 

out the duties of a cook and domestic servant which leads me to suppose that she was 

female, though the census does not reveal this.  Mr Hardwick, when completing forms, 

was reluctant to disclose too much information, so our image of his household remains 

somewhat vague.  Also ‘living in’ was E. Weakley, a 19 year old housemaid from 

Kewstoke. 

The Hardwick family were landed country gentry: they had enjoyed financial security 

for several generations and Edward was responsible for 150 acres of farmland.  Four 

men and two boys were employed to carry out the work needed to keep up the farm.  

Edward’s interest in country matters did not end there: he was Master of Weston 

Harriers.  Hare coursing was a popular pursuit in the area, with regular hunt outings 

often starting from The Newtons, in the parish of Kewstoke, Edward’s childhood home.  

In adulthood he employed a full time groom/domestic, Edward George Stock, a man in 

his 30s who came from Banwell.  Mrs Florence Amelia Stock lived with her husband in 

the cottage but is not listed as a servant. 

Edward Hardwick was a popular man, if newspapers 

can be believed.  He was ebullient, self-indulgent and 

generous.  It is not unreasonable to comment that he 

might well have fashioned himself on the King.  He 

certainly looks remarkably like Edward VII in many 

pictures from the time.  Robert Edmund Dickinson, 

M.P. attending the Hunt Annual Breakfast, remarked 

of Edward Hardwick that: 

“For in his hontying hath he such delyt 
That it is all his joye and appetyt.”21 
 
The Hardwicks were acknowledged at the same 

gathering by a Mr. Osborne, who had come down to Worle from Clifton for the 

occasion and gave an eulogy which only Edwardian England would rise to. 

 
“MR OSBORNE gave ‘The Master.’  A stranger, he observed, had only need to shake 
hands with Mr Hardwick and look him in the face to see what sort of man he was 
[applause].  Those who hunted with him had a very high conception of the sterling 
personal qualities which had endeared Mr Hardwick to them for many years. 

                                                           
20

 See Hunt Breakfast reports and other sources for more information. 
21

 Geoffrey Chaucer:  For in his hunting hath he such delight, that it is all his joy and appetite. 
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[applause].  He need hardly add that since Mr Hardwick had taken over the hunting of 
the country it had been marked by a success which could scarcely be equalled by any 
pack in England [applause].  For real sport, absence of humbug, for straight riding and 
general good fellowship, the Hunt was unexcelled.  He also begged to associate with 
the toast, the name of Mrs Hardwick:  if he might be pardoned the expression, he 
scarcely knew which was the better sportsman of the two [applause] – and of Miss 
Hardwick.” 

 

This gratifying speech was not rewarded by the gods.  Later the same day poor Mr. W. 
A. Osborne was very much in the wars.  The hunt took off for ‘sport’ on local farm land 
as soon as the breakfast had been consumed and the speeches made.  The Mercury 
reported the day almost fence by fence and hare by hare.  The report, which was 
several pages of A4 when I typed it up, was concluded with a mention of accidents. 
 

“With such a large field out, it would have been indeed surprising if some casualties had 
not occurred.  The most serious were those which befell Mr W. A. Osborne – one of the 
pluckiest and best of riders – and Mr Heath.  The former gentleman in galloping 
through an orchard came into violent collision with an overhanging branch of a tree, 
and was rendered hors de combat” 
 

There is no report of his recovery.  I dare say he thought twice before travelling down 
from Bristol to participate again.  Maybe Mr. Osborne was riding a strange mount.  If 
not, he must have transported his own hunter the 20 odd miles – rather a feat in those 
days before motor transport was available. 
 

 

Mrs. Hannah Russell Hardwick, mounted side saddle on her steed, outside Springfield 

House. 
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Ivy Lodge 

 

In 1901 Ivy Lodge had been the home of the 

Parsley family for over 20 years.  The age of 

the building is not certain, but it appears on 

the 1840 Tithe map, so it is pre-Victorian.  The 

style seems to reflect that of the Regency 

period,22 so the house probably had a 

considerable history.  Ivy Lodge still occupies 

its site on the south side of Worle High Street.  

The façade pictured above, faces west, and 

has now lost its shutters but gained 2 bay 

windows, one on each of the ground floor 

windows.   

 

The Parsley family 

The older generation of Parsleys had passed on to meet their maker, leaving two 

daughters of the house in possession of the family home.  Thomas Parsley died in 1881 

and is buried, with his wife, Eliza, in St. Martin’s Churchyard.  Their unmarried 

daughters, Fanny [57] and Emma [52] remained at Ivy Lodge until their deaths in 1911 

and 1912 respectively.  As single women the sisters are rarely mentioned in the 

newspaper reports and minutes of the time, but they probably kept in touch with the 

                                                           
22

 Further research necessary. 
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outside world via their nephew and nieces, who lived with them at the Lodge.  These 

young relations carried the surname Burton and had all been born in Gloucestershire, 

but had moved to Somerset to reside with the maiden aunts.  Frederick Burton was 16 

in 1901 and his sisters, Fanny and Frances were 13 and 10 years old.  I suspect that 

Frederick would have been dreadfully spoilt by all his female relations – or maybe 

driven crazy by them. The three young people had been blessed with ‘Vandeleur’ as a 

middle name to honour some very interesting relations.23  The maiden aunts were 

comfortably situated, being described as ‘living on own means’ in the census, and we 

must assume that they were content to care for the next generation.  Ivy Lodge itself is 

on the south side of what is now the High Street, and only a short walk from Fairfield, 

so maybe Fanny Parsley and Emma Parsley were in the habit of visiting Miss Sawkins, 

who was of a similar social standing. 

 

The family of five Parsleys and Burtons were looked after by two servants, both female.  

The Housemaid/domestic was Ellen Elgin, only two years older than Frederick.  She 

may well have been an unusual girl, having been born in New Zealand and having made 

the endless sea journey to get to England.  In age, she was senior to Ada Rice who was 

a 17 year old Cook/domestic from Hewish.  Often cooks were considered senior to 

other household servants, but Ada was very young, even closer to Frederick in age. 

 

*** 

 

 

 

So, in total, 31 people – 17 ‘upstairs’ and  14 ‘downstairs’ lived in these favoured 

households.  The Victorian Age had been kind to such families but it was drawing to a 

close and only time would tell how the Edwardian Age would treat them.  Perhaps we 

can observe the events of the next decade and discover how they and the other 1,251 

people of Worle would face the changes ushered in by a new century, followed closely 

by a new reign. 

 

*** 
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 Still investigating 
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10.  The Last Weeks of Victoria Regina 
 

The Boys’ Brigade, the Village Club and Miles Hember 

 

No doubt, the people of Worle were thinking about their own sphere of existence that 

January of 1901, rather than concentrating upon the state of health of the aging 

monarch.  

  

Certainly the Boys’ Brigade was having more than its usual share of attention.  No 

doubt, this attention was justified: we have already established that the demography 

of Worle was demanding, with almost half of the people aged under 20.  The boys, in 

particular, were in need of occupation to keep them out of trouble.  There had been 

some discussion at a meeting of Worle Club in December of 1900 when a request from 

Mr. Miles Hember came under scrutiny.  Miles Hember was a 59 year old laundryman24 

who lived at Brooklyn, Lawrence Road, and was involved in the running of the Boys’ 

Brigade as well as being a member of the Village Club.25  The Brigade was hoping that 

the club would grant them membership for the boys and thus access to the facilities.  

The decision was favourable: there was to be a trial period during which the Boys’ 

Brigade would be members of the Village club at half the usual cost.  Rule 9 was 

amended to allow the age range admitted to include 12 year olds to 17 year olds.26 

 

The Mercury of 5th January, 1901 featured a column27, headed ‘Worle’.  It read as 

follows: 

The 1
st

 Worle company of the Boys’ Brigade spent a very pleasant evening on Thursday 

last, on the occasion of a general inspection by the president of the company, Capt. 

Battiscombe, J. P.  The drill hall had been tastefully decorated by Lieutenant Barnstable 

and the non-commissioned officers, with evergreens, flags and Chinese lanterns.  The 

lads paraded at six o’clock and passed two hours in games and competitions, some of 

the latter causing great amusement.  A few minutes before 8 o’clock the ‘fall in’ was 

sounded, and the lads, who but a moment before had been full of frolic and fun, were 

now standing firm and steady in their ranks.  On the stroke of 8 o’clock Captain 

Battiscombe entered the hall, and was received with a general salute.  The inspection 

and drill was then proceeded with, after which Capt. Battiscombe addressed the 

officers and lads of the company.  Refreshments in the form an excellent supper had 

been provided by the officers, and this item of the programme was enthusiastically 

entered into with a zeal that vanquished piles of sandwiches and cake, and following 

this was a bran tub.  A vote of thanks to the ladies, who very kindly assisted, was 

proposed by the Rev. C. A. Kent.  The evening closed with the National Anthem, which 

was sung by the lads in the military fashion.  In connection with the above company a 

football club has recently been formed, numbering over thirty members.  The Rev. C. A. 

Kent
28

 has very kindly granted the club use of a field.
29

 

                                                           
24

 1901 census.   
25

 Worle Village club met at premises close to the Old Kings Head in The Scaurs at this time. 
26

 See the entry for 18 Dec 1900 in the Club minutes, Book 1, Fig 9, 10 and 11. 
27

 See appended copy of Mercury article. 
28

 Chas Kent was vicar of St. Martins from 1896 until 1902 
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So the Boys’ Brigade had been allowed access to the Village club and to a football field 

to enhance their lives and activities.  Sadly, it seems that the boys did not make the 

best of the opportunities.  On 8th February the Village club committee minutes state 

that they ‘…felt it to be impossible to allow the Boys Brigade to remain members of the 

club. ..’  There is nothing at this stage to tell us why, just a comment that the Brigade 

was considering opening its own club room.  By 19th April there were still some 

unresolved issues and Mr. Phippen, the Village Club treasurer, agreed to see Miles  to 

check what items had been lent to the Boys Brigade.  Presumably, things had gone 

missing.  Oh dear. 

 

The Band of Hope [and Miles Hember, again] 
 

The Band of Hope30 was evidently well established in Worle, and met in the Ebenezer 

school room, now part of Worle Community Centre.    Despite their raison d’etre being 

the eradication of the demon drink, they did have some leeway for fun.  The Mercury 

of 12th January 1901 reported one such occasion as follows: 

 

The Band of Hope held their annual tea and entertainment on Tuesday, in the Ebenezer 

schoolroom.  Tea was provided for the children at 4.30, and for the adults and friends 

at 5.30, when a fairly good number sat down to an excellent repast, after which a very 

enjoyable evening was spent, the room being by this time filled.  An excellent 

programme, consisting of vocal and instrumental music, recitations, etc. was submitted 

by members and friends under the presidency of Mr Hember.  Appended is the 

programme:   

Singing by the children;  

Recitation, Edith Rogers;  

Cornet solo ‘the Holy city’ from Mr. Jones;  

Song, Mr Filer;  

Recitation, Mr Curry;  

Quartette, Misses Batt and Robins and Messrs Filer and James;  

Dialogue ‘My Lord Tomkins, Misses Sheppard, Poole and Batt, and Messrs Flower Filer, 

Batt, James, Curry and Boult. 

 

The Band of Hope tradition of clean living and music was much in evidence, and once 

again Miles Hember is instrumental in organising events for the children of Worle. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                             
29

 Which field, we would like to know – probably what is now part of the lower churchyard. 
30

 A temperance organisation for working-class children, founded in Leeds in 1847. All members 
took a pledge of total abstinence and were taught the "evils of drink". Members were enrolled 
from the age of six and met once a week to listen to lectures and participate in activities.  Music 
played an important role and competitions were held between different Band of Hope choirs. 
Members of the local Temperance Societies also organised outings for the children and with the 
growth of the railways, trips were arranged to the nearest coastal resorts. 
 



Raye Green  Edwardian Worle 

34 
 

Worle in the News 
 

Worle was receiving considerable coverage in the local press at this time.  The Worle 

column in the Mercury issue of 19th January 1901 gives amazing detail of, in particular, 

the Sanitary Steam Laundry Tea.   The entire article is fascinating31, but here I shall 

provide the most revealing extracts, beginning with the Cricket Club. 
 

“On Friday next a concert will be given in the School in aid of the Cricket club, as 

announced in our advertising columns.  A high class programme of vocal and 

instrumental music has been prepared, the chief attraction being perhaps the 

appearance of r. M. J. Wood, the popular county skipper, so that a full house is 

practically assured. We understand that the club will endeavour to re-lay their pitch if 

the funds realised through the concert permit”.
32

 
 

If the cricket club raised enough to fulfil their ambitions it may have been the one and 

only time in its history.  The struggle to achieve a decent pitch on which to play was 

finally lost in 1954 when the club was wound up.   

 

 
 

1.  Hardwick,   2. Stower,   3. H.N. Day,   4.   Rev. Chas Kent,     5. J. May, 

6. Dixon, 7. W. Simms, 8. Marsh,   9. Bennett,  10. Jubit?  11. Badcock, 12. Bisdee,         

 13.  Neads,     14. Stowell 

 

This faded but precious picture was taken in Tripp’s Home Field with Fairfield House in 

the background.  It is possibly the team of Summer 1901, and came to Worle History 

Society from Christine Venn, accompanied by a handwritten list of names, transcribed 

above.  

The absence of Rev. Cecil Harman from this photograph certainly suggests that it was 

taken before he came to Worle late in 1901 to replace Reverend Charles Kent, who is 

seen here with a beard and an interesting style of headwear. 
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 See Worle History Society file for 1901 for full transcript 
32

 The cricket pitch probably situated at Tripp’s Field, opposite Fairfield House.  See team photo. 
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Death of Queen Victoria 
 

Meanwhile, on the Isle of Wight, things were not going well for the ancient monarch.  

At 81 years, Queen Victoria was showing signs of frailty.  The following account gives us 

some idea of events. 

 
33

“Queen Victoria was the longest reigning British monarch in history, ruling the United 

Kingdom from 1837 to 1901. Her death on January 22, 1901 at age 81 was mourned 

around the world and signalled an end to the Victorian Era.  

For months, Queen Victoria's health had been failing. She had lost her appetite and 

started looking frail and thin. She would tire more easily and would often have bouts of 

confusion. Then, on January 17, 1901, Queen Victoria's health took a severe turn for the 

worse. When the queen woke up, her personal physician, Dr. James Reid, noticed that 

the left side of her face had started to sag. Also, her speech had become slightly slurred. 

She had suffered one of several small strokes.  

By the following day, the queen's health was worse. She laid in bed all day, unaware of 

who was by her bedside. Early in the morning of January 19, Queen Victoria seemed to 

rally. She asked Dr. Reid if she were better, to which he assured her that she was. 

However, very soon thereafter, she again slipped out of consciousness.  

It had become obvious to Dr. Reid that Queen Victoria was dying. He summoned her 

children and grandchildren. At 6:30 p.m. on January 22, 1901, Queen Victoria died, 

surrounded by her family, at Osborne House on the Isle of Wight.” 

  

And so the Edwardian era was upon them: the world, the country and Worle, despite 

the sadness, welcomed King Edward VII to his long awaited throne and embraced the 

new order, which seemed to epitomise the hopes of the nation.  At least, it seemed 

that way from the newspaper reports at the time.  The national press was saying what 

was expected.  There were few allusions to Victoria’s unpopularity during her years of 

mourning for Prince Albert, and certainly no memories of calls for a republic.  The 

doubts about her son, Bertie, now Edward VII, and his life of debauchery were swiftly 

stifled. 

 

Reactions in Worle 

 

Worle Parish Council met on 30th January at the National School.  Present were:  Mr. J. 

A. Chapman [chairman], Dr. Kemm, E. H. Bisdee, H. Cole,  J. Rogers, W. Robins, Mr John 

Cook [clerk]. 

 

Before commencing business Mr. Chapman said that it behoved them, as a council, to 

make few remarks in reference to their late beloved Queen.  He supposed that neither 

in the annals of the nation nor in the history of the world had there been such a time as 

the present.  Sympathy and sorrow were being expressed the world over at the death 
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of Her Majesty.  He, therefore, proposed that the following motion should be recorded 

in their minute book:34 

That the Council desire to record their deep sense of the great loss which they, in 

common with all Majesty’s subjects have sustained in the death of their revered 

Sovereign Queen Victoria, who throughout a reign of unparalleled length and 

prosperity, endeared herself to her people by the exercise of every virtue which can 

adorn public or private life.   

 

Dr. Kemm, in seconding, said he thought they were all of one opinion, and on the 

resolution being put, it was unanimously carried. 

 

The Parish Council’s comment on the nation’s loss was followed by the 

acknowledgement of the Church of St. Martin’s itself.  A report in the Mercury of 9th 

February, 1901 read as follows: 

 

“On Saturday last a memorial service was held in the Parish church at 2 o’clock, which 

was attended by the 1
st

 Worle Company of the Boys Brigade, accompanied by a strong 

contingent of the 1
st

 Weston Company.  The companies paraded at the Drill Hall
35

 and 

marched with arms reversed to the church at slow march, headed by the band of the 1
st
 

Weston company, with drums draped in black.  At the church the lads lined both aisles 

and stood with heads bowed on their rifles during the funeral marches with which the 

solemn service opened and closed.  The service which followed the prescribed form, was 

most impressive and was attended by a large and reverent congregation, many being 

unable to find accommodation.  The church was draped with purple and white and on 

the altar were vases of lilies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
34

 Sadly, we have no copy of the minute book. 
35

 Need to locate the Drill Hall.  Not far from the Church, if they were able to slow march all the 
way.  Probably at the top of The Scaurs. 
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11.  Worle Parish Council 

Local government and politics may sound a tedious topic for research, but I am 

naturally inquisitive and I also enjoy a miniature drama, and of course there is no more 

obvious source of change, no greater likelihood of dramatic events and no more 

revealing opportunities to investigate the character and personality of the main 

participants, than those found in happenings surrounding the average Parish Council in 

rural England.  Firstly, we need to establish the situation appertaining to Worle and its 

environs at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. 

In 1895 on April 9th, Somerset County Council issued a document headed “Confirming 

Order for altering Boundaries of County Districts and Parishes.”36  The changes covered 

in the document were Axbridge Rural District council, Weston super Mare Urban 

District council and the Parish Councils of Kewstoke and Worle.  It seems that some 

confusion had reigned over the boundaries of the parish councils of Kewstoke and 

Worle.  There were ‘detached’ sections of Worle and Kewstoke which had been 

overseen purely by Weston Urban District Council and were now to be amalgamated 

with Worle Parish Council and therefore regulated by Axbridge Rural District Council.  

Some existing powers were to remain intact, however.  The ecclesiastical divisions of 

the parishes were not to be affected by the alterations, and members of the Parish 

councils of Kewstoke and Worle were to remain unaltered.  The electoral rolls and Jury 

Lists were more complex and would continue unaltered until new lists could be drawn 

up.  Paupers settling or moving from one Parish to another were deemed to belong to 

the new enlarged parishes.  Guardians of the Poor and their contributions were to 

remain valid. 

This all sounds like a frightful mess, and makes one grateful for modern times and the 

welfare state.  In fact, most people were probably unaware of the changes.  Only 

existing members of Worle Parish Council would have known that their powers now 

extended to new patches of ground, listed by their Ordnance Survey numbers on the 

map of the area.  The 1903 map on the next page shows the whereabouts of the 

pockets of land with these numbers. 

OS 402  Site of the Elementary School on the south side of Church Street 
OS 339  Hollow Lane, south side orchard 
OS 350  Almshouses in The Scores 
OS 361  The Old Forge, Hollow Lane/Kewstoke Road 
OS 363  Land behind the Bell House, Kewstoke Road 
OS 359  Kewstoke Road, east side 
OS 360  Hollow Lane, north side 
OS 371  Behind Methodist Chapel [east] towards the Scores 
OS 372  Rock Cottage and environs, Lawrence Lane 
OS 373  Top of Lawrence Lane 
OS 364  Site of ‘Tower View’, marked as ‘mission room’. 
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 See file L31 at the Local History room of Weston Library.  Copy of document in the Edwardian 
Worle file of Worle History Society. 
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Whilst most of these pockets of land were not particularly significant, it does seem that 

Weston Urban Council had managed to offload two responsibilities of some 

magnitude, namely the Almshouses in The Scores [Scaurs] and the school in Church 

Street.  By the time Edward VII became king Axbridge Rural District Council, with the 

cooperation of Worle Parish Council, oversaw both of these facilities. 

No official list of the names of the members of our Parish Council at this time has been 

located, but the local newspapers provided detailed reports of their meetings, and 

reveal the names of the ‘main men’. 
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The Men of the Parish Council 

Councillor Chapman, Jesse Arthur 

J. A. Chapman was chairman of Worle Parish Council in 1901.  The census of the same 

year gives us the following information: 

Jesse Arthur Chapman Head Married   42 Baker & Coal Merchant       New South 
              Wales 
Sarah Chapman  Wife M    40         Trowbridge  
Arthur Chapman Son S    18 Baker        Worle 
Annie Chapman  Dau S    16         Worle 
Herbert Chapman Son S    10         Worle 
Susan Hunt  Servant S    17 General Domestic      Hewish 
  
It is most interesting to note that J. A. Chapman had come to England from New South 

Wales, where he had been born.  The journey was 

undertaken some time before 1871 when the census 

shows Jesse, a 13 year old boy, living in Trowbridge, 

Wiltshire with his parents.   

In August 1881, at the age of 23, he married Sarah 

Kington at St. Barnabas Church in Bristol.  The couple 

must have moved to Worle sometime before 1883 when 

their son, Arthur was born. The Chapmans lived in Lower 

Street [later High Street] probably on the north side, 

though this is not entirely clear.  J. A. Chapman’s income 

as a baker and coal merchant allowed them to employ 

one domestic servant – a young, local girl who was 

probably living-in and fairly inexpensive to keep.  The picture of Jesse Chapman37, 

above, gives us an idea of the character of the man, and is probably taken after he and 

his family had moved away from Worle. 

A perusal of the reports of Worle Village club, of the football and cricket teams, of the 

Harvest home committee, the Church choir, the Methodist Bible group have not turned 

up any mention of Jesse Chapman – a most unusual occurrence for someone who was 

Chairman of the Parish Council.  A list of several hundred parishioners is appended to 

the farewell gifts presented to Rev. Cecil Harman on his departure from Worle in 1907, 

but the list does not include Jesse A. Chapman.  Yet, he must have been reasonably 

well known to have been elected by the parish to represent them.  Maybe his business 

interests are the key to his renown.  He was also a member of Axbridge Rural District 

Council, a body which oversaw many issues appertaining to Worle, including the 

controversial matter of sewage and drainage.38  Mr. Chapman resigned from the 

council in April 1902 and was replaced as chairman by Dr. Kemm.                         

                                                           
37

 Reproduced with the permission of the owner via Ancestry.co.uk  
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 See pp 58 to 61 
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Councillor Kemm, Dr. Frederick St John  

Dr. Kemm39 is a name that appears from time to time in 

newspaper articles, scribbled notes and even in reported 

conversation.  He was, of course, a member of Worle Parish 

Council, a well- known and respected member of the community.  

He seems to have taken up residence, sometime before the 1891 

census was taken, in a house then known as Westacre40 in Church 

Street41 and later much better known as The Vicarage. It was 

situated in a south facing position, looking down over Ten Acres 

field, which later become Coronation Road.   
 

Dr. Kemm was not a Worle man.  He just passed through, so to speak.  But Worle won 

his loyalty, of course.  His story began in Corsham in about 1853 and he moved to 

Worle sometime between 1881 and 1891.  He married Alice Jane Riddle Powell in 

1887, so perhaps that is when he bought or rented Westacre.  His wife, Alice, was a 

local girl who was born in Weston super Mare, so maybe that influenced his decision to 

move to Worle. 

As a General Practitioner in 1891, he was well respected in the community, and he did 

not stand still.  By 1901 – the period we are interested in here, he had become a 

surgeon.  He moved to Clifton in Bristol sometime between 1911 and his death in 1917 

[when he was 64].  In death, it seems, Dr. Kemm felt more at home in Worle than in 

Clifton.  In fact, he and several members of his family are buried in St. Martin’s 

Churchyard.  The family grave is in section A, nearest to the Church building.  Alice was 

almost 10 years younger than her husband, and she outlived him by almost 30 years.   

The Kemms had a family.  The 1901 census lists their daughter, Mary Ellen [Nellie], who 

was born in 1896. She married a Mr. Goldney at some point, and she is buried in the 

family grave in Worle.  The Kemms also had two sons recorded in the 1901 census:   

Noel Edward ffarnewell Kemm was born in 1894 and served in the Royal Army Medical 

Corps from 1914 until 1922, so followed in Frederick’s medical footsteps.  The younger 

son, Rupert St John Kemm was born in 1898, was educated at Blundells School and 

Bristol University and also went into medicine.  He married Kathleen Morva Thomas, 

who became Head Mistress of Clifton Junior High School.  Rupert and Kathleen are 

both buried in the family grave at Worle and lived at Berrow in their later years. 

We have but one authenticated photograph of Dr Kemm.  He belonged to the handbell 

group formed in 1908 and is pictured with his fellows outside the west door of St. 

Martin’s Church.  He is bewhiskered, bald headed and rather forbidding in appearance, 

as befits a man of his calibre!42 
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 See the map on page ? 
41

 Church Street was often referred to Bristol Road before the lower road was built, and was 
renamed Church Road in the mid-20

th
 century. 

42
 See Bellringers, page 49 
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 Councillor Bisdee, Mr. Edward H.  

Edward Bisdee and his family were comfortably ensconced at Sunnyside House.43   

Edward himself seems to have popped on and off the Parish Council in the early years 

of the 20th Century in a fairly informal fashion.   Following the resignation of Jesse 

Chapman in April 1902, for instance, a special meeting of the Council was convened 

and it was unanimously resolved by the members “That Mr. E. H. Bisdee be elected to 

fill the vacancy on this Council caused by the retirement of Mr. J. A. Chapman”. And 

that was that:  no bi-election, no fuss, no democracy.   

Councillor Carpenter, Mr. Jacob  

Farmer, Jacob Carpenter was 36 years old, and still single in 1901.  He and his younger 

brother, George [32 and also single] lived with their widowed mother, Jane, at Lynch 

Farm in Gos Street.  This is one of the few areas in 

North Worle which is still recognisable in the 21st 

century as open countryside.   Jane was, at that time, 

a 69 year old ‘retired farmer’, who must have been 

counting her blessings that two of her sons were still 

willing to live at home and carry on the family farm.  I 

have no knowledge of the ownership of the house and 

land, it may have been rented or owned outright, or something in between.  The family 

did not originate in Worle.  Jane hailed from East Brent and both of her sons had been 

born in Bleadon.  She was 72 when she died and is buried in St. Martin’s churchyard.  

The inscription of grave D27 tells us that her late husband, John, was ‘of Bleadon’.  

With no woman left in the house to ‘do for them’, I wonder if Jacob or George married.  

There are no records to suggest it.   

Councillor Greenwood, Mr. F. E.  

Francis Edward Greenwood was a 39 year old confectioner and baker who had 

business premises and living accommodation situated on the corner of Worle High 

Street and Greenwood Road, named 

Westonia House.  In fact, at this time, 

the houses in Greenwood Road were 

either very new or in the process of 

construction.  The fact that the new 

road was named for the family on the 

corner is not unusual.44  This picture of 

the family home was taken in 1902, 

decorated in readiness for the 

coronation of Edward VII.   Luckily, 

when the decorations were put up Francis Greenwood and his wife, Emily, did not 
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 See page 22 for details. 
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 In the 1950s Martin’s Grove was named for Misses Martin, spinster sisters who lived in 
Fairfield, adjacent to the new cul-de-sac. 
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know that a very sad celtic cross would appear St. Martin’s Churchyard, inscribed 

‘passed away peacefully’ and was dated 3rd December 1902. 45  Francis left £4,812. 16s. 

6d. to Emily. 

Councillor Robins, Mr W.  

William Robins was 55 years old and a well-established shopkeeper in Worle.  The 1901 

census describes him as a dyer, cleaner and newsagent, an interesting mix.  His 

business premises and home was at the top of the newly named Coronation Road 

[formerly Ten Acres] on the corner with Church Road.  This terrace of cottages was 

always called Bolton Terrace and the Robins family inhabited number 13.  The picture 

of the shop is illuminating.  The Echo poster headline ‘Russia’s four Dreadnoughts’  

suggests a date of 1907.  The women’s fashions seem to confirm this. 

William Robins was born at Uppottery in Devon, but married a Bristol girl, Amelia.  

Their married life seems to have started in Bath, where the first of their seven children, 

Mary, was born.  Gertrude and William were born in Leicester, but by the time Roland, 

Walter, Ernest and Winnifred arrived the family was living in Worle.  In 1901, the five 

oldest children were all in paid work.  Only Ernest [12] and Winnifred [11] were still at 

school – just along Church Road at the National School which catered for children from 

the age of seven until they left school.  A small grandson, Leslie Robins, also lived with 

them.  There were three bedrooms upstairs and the front room downstairs was a place 

of business.  Heaven knows where they all slept.  In addition to his family, his business 

and his Parish Council work William also played a big part in the life of the Village Club, 

attending meetings regularly and providing the club with free newspapers for the 

reading room, which generosity must have done him out of extra sales. 
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12.  Edwardian Vicars of St. Martin’s Church 

 

The Vicarage, which was the home of Worle’s Edwardian Vicars, is pictured on the very 

far right of the above photograph of Bristol Road [now High Street].  The name of what 

had become Worle’s main street varies and can be confusing.  The term ‘Lower Street’ 

is often used, and the census of 1911 refers to this road as Lower Bristol Road. 

Rev. Charles Archer Kent: Vicar of Worle 1896 to 1901  

Rev. Kent was born at Ryde, Isle of Wight in 1864.  We 

know that he did a Master’s degree at Exeter College, 

Oxford, but we have no date for this.  Charles Kent 

married Diana Anne [no maiden name], who was born 

on Guernsey and the couple had 2 children:  Diana 

Josephine, born 1889 in Golcar, Yorkshire and Elliot Chas 

Archer Kent, born 1892 at Sunningdale, Berkshire. 

First impressions of this unusual fellow have to be 

drawn for this rather faded photograph, extracted from 

the picture on page 30.  Rev. Kent’s attire was 

remarkable: the flat brimmed hat, the cravat and the beard all pose questions.  Chas 

Kent’s background may hold some answers.  His father, Benjamin Kent M. D46., had 

emigrated to Australia as a young man, and after the failure of two business ventures 

had earned his living as a doctor.  His reputation as an accomplished anaesthetist was 

such that Kent Town in Adelaide was named after him.  His first family was brought up 
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in Australia, but his wife’s ill health brought them back to England.  Sadly his wife died, 

but Benjamin soon remarried.  He was 52 and his bride, Josephine Newman was 23.  

This couple were the parents of Charles Archer Kent, vicar of Worle.  We may be 

tempted to assume that his illustrious father and young mother influenced the young 

Charles’ approach to life and produced this singular fellow.  To some extent this must 

be the case, but his father became unwell shortly after Charles’ birth.  His eyesight was 

failing and an operation for cataracts was carried out, but Benjamin died in November 

1864 before his baby son’s first birthday. 

Rev. Charles Archer Kent had come to Worle as Vicar of St. Martin’s Church in 1896.  At 

the time the living was estimated at £154 a year.  It included 5 acres of glebe land, with 

residence, in the gift of the Lord Chancellor.  The residence was situated in Lower 

Street, Worle and had no modern facilities: 47 electricity had not yet arrived in Worle, 

the toilet was outside and water had to be fetched from the village pump.   By 1901 the 

Kent family were employing a 17 year old housemaid, Mabel Collings from Ottery St. 

Mary.  Rev Kent and his wife involved themselves in the day to day life of the Worle 

with some enthusiasm.   

However, in 1901, at the Easter Vestry meeting, hot on the heels of the death of Queen 

Victoria, Rev. Kent resigned his living in the parish.48  At the time, he was 37 years old 

and his children were 12 and 9 respectively.  The following transcript from a newspaper 

report at the time goes some way towards explaining his reasons.  He was succeeded 

as vicar of Worle by Rev. Cecil Harman, whose wife’s family had made a fortune in the 

brewery business. 

Resignation of the vicar 

The vicar [Rev. Kent] said he thought it would be convenient, at that stage of 

their proceedings, if he made an announcement which he felt compelled to 

make.  Very shortly after he came into residence he found that financially he 

would be unable to hold that living for any length of time, and he felt then, that 

after five years’ ministry there, that he would be obliged to resign the living 

before his certificate with regard to dilapidations had expired.  Since coming to 

that conclusion private financial anxieties had strengthened that necessity, and 

he had now to acquaint them with the fact that he had sent in his resignation 

of that living, which would take effect of 3rd September next [1901], exactly 5 

years after his induction.  To say that he regretted the necessity of such a step 

was hardly to express his feelings.  It was naturally impossible to contemplate 

the break even in that comparatively short ministry without deep regret at 

leaving friends who had supported him in the work of the church, and had 

helped him in the organisations of that parish in which he was thoroughly 

interested.  Looking forward to the appointment of a new vicar, he could truly 

trust and pray that he might be the man of God’s choice and possessed with 

sufficient private means, for while the income of the living was steadily 
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increasing, the growth of the place would soon make increasing demands upon 

him. 

Capt. Battiscombe, Messrs Day, Robins, and others expressed their sincere and 

heartfelt regret at the announcement of their vicar’s resignation, and expressed the 

wish that something might turn up in the meantime to cause him to alter his decision. 

Nothing did ‘turn up’, and Rev. Chas Kent left Worle to take up a better living.  His 

prayers, however, were answered either by common sense or providence.  The next 

vicar appointed to the living at Worle was blessed with a very rich wife. 

The Kent family were preparing to leave Worle during the month of September and 

goodbyes needed to be said.  The teachers from the Sunday School were invited to tea 

on the vicarage lawn49, at which gathering Rev. Kent expressed his sadness at leaving 

such good workers.  Some of the teachers were sorry to hear of the vicar’s departure 

and hoped his successor would work for the lasting good of the parish.  Mrs Kent also 

held a small gathering when she entertained her Young Women’s Bible Class.  The 

members were very much attached to Mrs Kent and exceedingly regretted her leaving 

them. 

Charles Archer Kent always signed himself 

Chas. A. Kent.  This signature is taken from 

Worle Club minutes.  The writing is rather spiky 

and seems to reflect the nature of the man in 

the photograph.  So, Worle’s first Edwardian 

vicar, who began as a Victorian, signed off. 

Presentations were made to the departing cleric.  A silver salver was presented from 

the parish, but the Mercury of 7th September reported that “a great deal of regret is 

being expressed by a very large number of parishioners in connection with the fact that 

they were afforded no opportunity whatever of contributing toward the purchase of the 

silver salver.”   Separate gifts were given, however.  A silver-mounted Balmoral wood 

walking stick, with inscription, from the teachers and scholars of Worle National School 

was received with much gratitude.  Worle Boys’ Brigade also gave a present in the form 

of an album of local and district photos and an appreciative letter. 

Chas Kent, for all his idiosyncrasies, was remembered fondly by many.  In 1905, the 

Village club wrote to Rev. Kent at his new home in Ipswich, requesting a photograph, 

which would be hung in the club meeting room.  Charles Kent was delighted by the 

request and the club committee received his response, together with a photograph on 

28th October 1905.  Sadly, the picture cannot be found. 

A ‘bus journey between Milford-on-Sea and Lymington, Hampshire, proved to be the 

last outing for Chas Kent.  He died on the bus in 1938 and left £3,247 2s 9d to his son, 

Elliott. 
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Rev. Alfred Cecil Harman:  Vicar of Worle 1901 to 1907 

Rev. Harman arrived in Worle in 1901, 

so was the first vicar of Worle to be 

truly Edwardian.  The wonderful 

picture of Cecil shows him with his 

wife, Enid, who always referred to her 

husband as ‘His Reverence’.  His 

family called him Cecil.  His time in 

Worle was just over 6 years, but made 

a great impression on the people, and 

he and his descendants never really 

lost touch with the village. 

We are fortunate to know a great deal 

about the life of Cecil Harman50, too 

much for these pages, but it is worth 

mentioning that he was educated at 

Uppingham School and King’s College, 

Cambridge.  He met his wife, Enid 

Holland, whilst he was serving as a 

Chaplain for the ex-patriot community 

in Nice, South of France.  Enid was the 

daughter of a very rich brewing family.  Her attitude to her handsome husband was 

revealed in the following extract from a book, written by their son, Lancelot: 

‘Once mother was telling me about the life of Jesus Christ and ended up by 

saying, ”He was, of course, a perfect man”.  This interested me and I began to 

wonder if there was a perfect man living now.  I asked mother this question.  

There was a long silence and then a rather strained look came over her face.  

Eventually she said “I suppose your Father is almost perfect.” 

Two years after their marriage, at the age of 31, Cecil took up the living of Worle, St. 

Martins and the couple moved into the Vicarage with their small daughter. The 

vicarage was then situated in Lower Street, [now High Street], and although much 

altered over time, the buildings are still standing.  

Rev. Harman’s involvement with village life, inside and outside of Church life is 

impressive.  There are photographs of him with the Church Choir and the village Cricket 

Team.  Cecil Harman was also President of Worle Village Club, later renamed the 

Century Club.  He was chairman of the management committee during the planning for 

the new club building in Mendip Avenue. 

On 1st November, 1905 the Altar Reredos at St. Martin’s was dedicated by the Bishop 

of Bath and Wells.  It was carved from Caen Stone and depicts the Last Supper.  It had 
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 See ‘Cheers, Sir!’ a biography written by his son C. L. Harman  
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cost £220 which was collected over a period of 12 years and was designed by Messrs 

Jones and Willis [London]  The old oak reredos was still held in store in 1990, ‘pending 

a new location’. 

The family’s time in Worle was tainted by personal loss.  Their daughter, Joan, died at 

the age of 3 years 10 months on Friday 12th March, 1904.   This family tragedy had the 

effect of pulling the whole village together.  The report of Joan’s funeral in the Weston 

Mercury, apart from being thoughtfully written and empathetic, gives us a clear vision 

of the scenes on that sunny Thursday March 17th, when the people gathered to say 

farewell.  The transcript of the report is given in full, below: 

“If ever a token were forthcoming of the love which unites pastor and people, it was 
afforded on Thursday afternoon in connection with the funeral of the infant daughter of 
the Re. A. C. and Mrs Harman, of Worle Vicarage.  During the comparatively short 
period in which the Vicar has been connected with the parish, his high personal 
qualities as well as his thoroughly conscientious discharge of his spiritual duties, have 
resulted in the esteem in which he is held by the parishioners ripening into sincere 
personal affection; whilst the loyal support accorded him I his work by Mrs Harman, 
and the thousand and one kindly and sympathetic acts she performs in the village have 
gained for her a similarly high position in the affections of the parishioners.  In the ties 
which unite vicar, his wife, and people no narrowing sectarian or social limitation is 
present, Church people and Nonconformists, well-to-do and poor, in equal ratio 
appreciating the splendid work which is being accomplished in their midst.  Thus came 
it about that on Saturday last, when the hand of sore bereavement was laid upon Mr 
and Mrs Harman in the death of their only child, it is no exaggeration to state that a 
sense of the sincerest sorrow and sympathy pervaded the village.  The little one, Joan, 
aged three years and ten months, was well known to many of the villagers – a winsome 
little figure, dainty and gentle in her every action, and when she was recently attacked 
with illness, many were the hearts to cherish the hope that she might safely recover.  At 
first there was a prospect of this happy consummation being attained, but 
unfortunately graver symptoms supervened, and despite the unremitting attention of 
Dr St. John Kemm, in frequent consultation with Dr. Shingleton Smith, of Clifton and Dr. 
H. Roxburgh, the little patient grew worse and on Saturday last peacefully passed from 
a happy earthly home into the happier keeping of the Children’s Friend.  The funeral, as 
we have said, took place on Thursday at Worle, the first portion of the service being 
conducted at St. Martin’s Church.  Long before the appointed hour of three o’clock, 
residents were in waiting at the edifice and at length the church was crowded to its 
fullest extent, with a mourning-garbed congregation.  Whilst the attendance 
assembled, Mr. W. T. Bennett (organist and choir master) sympathetically rendered “He 
shall feed His Flock” (the Messiah) and “But the Lord is mindful of His Own” (St. Paul) 
whilst as the funeral party, preceded by the Rector of Weston-super-Mare, (Preb. C. F. 
De Salis) who conducted the service, entered the edifice, he gave “O Rest in the Lord” 
(Elijah).  The tiny coffin was deposited in the nave, having been borne by Mr. Aubrey 
Holland, Rev. the Hon C. A. Sinclair, Mr F. R. Earp (three family mourners), and Mr. C. 
W. Maynard.  The service was feelingly read by the Rector of Weston……………….. 

Impressive as had been the proceedings in the church, still more impressive were those 
at the graveside.  The interment was made in the enlarged portion of the churchyeard, 
located on a pleasant slope and in view of the vicarage premises.  Here, as the little 
coffin was brought to its last resting place, the scene was particularly touching.  Around 
the tiny grave (moss-lined and studded with pure white flowers), many hundreds of 
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sympathising parishioners were ranged in a sweeping sombre-hued circle under the 
brilliant rays of typical spring sunshine, the silence being undisturbed, save by the 
twittering birds in the barrenly-towering elms overhead.  In its quiet peacefulness the 
scene was fittingly emblematic of the little life whose untimely severance had 
occasioned it…….when at length the bereaved parents and other family mourners 
departed the grave was visited in turn by the hundred who sorrowed for the head and 
with the living.  The coffin was of polished oak with silver furniture, the breastplate 
bearing the inscription: 

Joan Harman 
Died March 12th, 1904 

Aged 3 years and 10 months. 
 
There was a profusion of handsome wreaths and other floral tokens, many of an 
emblematic character.  Owing to the large number it is possible the appended list will 
contain some omissions, but amongst the floral tokens, in addition to those from the 
bereaved parents, were those from Preb and Lady Mary de Salis, Miss Adamson, Mr 
Irving Nicholls; from Mrs Walter E. sax Battiscombe, ‘In loving remembrance and with 
heartfelt sympathy’; ‘With deepest sympathy from the Members of the Worle club’; 
from the Teachers of St. Martin’s Day and Sunday Schools; From Mr and Mrs W. T 
Bennett; ‘With deepest sympathy from Mr and Mrs F. H. Phippen’; From Major and Mrs 
W. J. Hicks; From Uncles at Eydon; ‘With deepest sympathy from c. and M. Maynard’; 
From Auntie Violet; From Uncle George; ‘With deepest sorrow from Stephen G. Holland; 
With deepest regret from F. Younghusband and Frank;  With much love from Grannie 
Harman – ‘weep not, she is not dead, but sleepeth’; ‘With deepest sympathy from Mr 
and Mrs E. H. Bisdee; ‘With deep and sincere sympathy from the members of the Worle 
Cricket and Association Football Clubs’; ‘With Mr. t. W. Holland’s (Eydon) love and deep 
sympathy;’ ‘With  Mr and Mrs Harry Baber’s deep sympathy’; ‘With loving memories, 
from Nannie’; ‘From her little friend, Enid Burr’ (Uphill Rectory); Mrs Algernon Smith;  
Miss Corfe and pupils; With deepest sympathy and love from Hubert and Lucy; In loving 
memory of dear little Joan, from Gwen and Gladys;  ‘With deepest sympathy, and in 
loving memory to dear little Joan, from Mrs Albert Battiscombe and Miss Mabel 
Battiscombe; With much love and sympathy from Rev and Mrs Charles Sinclair;  With 
the Misses Parsley’s deep sympathy; In affectionate remembrance, from Mr and Mrs 
Nicholls; From Rev. G W. and Mrs Sandford and Miss Dorothy Sandford; with loving and 
heart-felt sympathy from Jack and Harriet;  From Miles Hember and family with sincere 
sympathy;  Mr Miles H. Hember; with deepest sympathy from Mr and Mrs  E. A 
Hardwick (Springfield);  With sincerest sympathy from the members of the Young 
Women’s Bible Class;  With Mr Geo Hewlett’s deepest sympathy;  With Gan-Gan’s love;  
With deepest sympathy from the Young Men’s Bible class;  From Mr and Mrs St. John 
Kemm, in loving memory; From the Choir of St Martin’s Church;  From the Children of St 
Martin’s Day and Sunday Schools. 
The funeral and undertaking arrangements were entrusted to and efficiently carried out 
by Mr. Hamilton Hucker. 
 

This account is a reminder of much that we have lost in terms of community spirit in 

the course of the 20th century, but also of the positive effect that the loss of one small 

child can bring about.  Another three year old, a Syrian child, Aylan Kurdi, was drowned 

last week, in September 2015, and his death changed the attitudes of multitudes of 

people across the World.  
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This great sadness that befell the Harmans was followed by the loss at the age of four 

days of their baby son, Edward Roger Harman, who was born on 3rd May 1907 and died 

on 7th May the same year.  The graves of both of these children are to be found in 

Worle St. Martin’s churchyard at the bottom of the steps on the east side.  The family 

left Worle for a living in Brislington shortly after Edward’s death.  They were presented 

with a grandfather clock, a dolls’ house and an amethyst necklace, all recorded in a 

farewell volume carrying the names of almost 350 parishioners who had contributed to 

their gifts.  The dolls’ house was a gift for their surviving daughter, Margaret.   

The farewell book and pictures of the clock and dolls’ house are worthy of their place.  

They give us a genuine glimpse into the village in 1907 and into the importance of the 

vicar in village life.51 

 

 

 

 

Cecil Harman continued to visit Worle and its people on many occasions.  He seems to 

have attracted the same affectionate reaction in all his posts.  He died in 1944 and a 

commemorative window, was placed in the Church at Bicknoller, where he had spent 

many happy years prior to his retirement. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
51

 Pictures generously provided by Cecil and Enid’s grandsons, Peter Harman and Christopher 
Heath. 

Above left:  Cover of a commemorative book 

presented to Rev. Harman when he left Worle. 

Above centre:  the grandfather clock presented to 

Rev. Harman on his departure.  Taken 2012 

Above right:  The Dolls’ House, presented to the 

Harman’s daughter, Margaret, as it was in 2012. 
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Rev. Frederick William Bentley, 1907 to 1910 

Frederick William Bentley came to Worle as vicar of St. 

Martins Church in 1907, following the departure of Rev. 

Harman.  It must have been a difficult undertaking.  Cecil 

Harman was universally revered in the village. 

Born in 1862, Frederick Bentley was man of about 45 

years when he and his wife, Mary, came to take up the 

living as Vicar of St. Martin’s Church.  We have very little 

information about his early life. He was educated, we 

think, at King’s College, London.  In 1877 he had 

matriculated from Wadham College Oxford.  He was 

awarded a Master’s Degree in 1889. 

 

His working life began in 1881 as a bank clerk.  He did 

not take Holy Orders until 1885, when he became curate 

of St. Stephen’s in Hammersmith.  Before coming to Worle he 

was priest in charge of St. Silas, Kentish Town.  That area of 

London was a challenge: the population was crammed into a 

housing stock in which an average of 12 people were living 

under one inadequate roof.  Health issues were prevalent. 

Frederick Bentley married Mary Crouch and the couple had a daughter, Margaret, born 

in 1898 and a son whom they named Roger, born in 1900.  The family lived in the old 

vicarage in Lower Street [High Street] for 3 years, but Mary was in very poor health and 

went to stay with her sister, Nellie Combes, in Christchurch, Hants.   Mary died, with 

her sister in attendance, on 15th November, 1910.  She was 43 years old.  The death 

certificate gives Cachexia52 and a malignant disease of the pelvis as the cause of death.   

Ten days later, on 25th November 1910, the vicar himself was taken ill and died.  His 

age on his death certificate is 48.  Causes of death were apoplexy and cardiac disease.  

His brother-in-law, C. Percival Crouch of Weston-super-Mare, registered the death.  

The Bentleys’ short time in Worle was bounded by tragedy and the couple were buried 

on the north side of St. Martin’s Church in a pink, elegant looking grave.  King Edward 

VII had died in May of the same year and had been succeeded by H.M. George V, so 

Frederick Bentley was the last of our Edwardian vicars.  On 7th January, 1911, probate 

was granted to Richard Bentley, Esq, a cousin. Frederick left £14,114. 15s. 2d, a small 

fortune for the times.  Beneficiaries in the will were Richard Bentley [cousin], Mary 

Bentley [deceased wife] and Roger Bentley [son].  Presumably Mary’s share was 

divided between Richard and Roger, unless Roger was the residuary legatee.    His 

daughter, Margaret, is not mentioned. 

                                                           
52

 Cachexia (from Greek κακός kakos "bad" and ἕξις hexis "condition") or wasting syndrome. 
Symptoms are loss of weight, muscle atrophy, fatigue, weakness.  Could be tuberculosis of the  
bone. 
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13. Edwardian Worshippers 

The worshippers, or perhaps we should call them parishioners of Worle, were then 

divided firmly into two main camps:  those who were Church of England and those who 

were Methodists.   

The parishioners of St. Martin’s Church were numerous and a goodly number of them 

were involved in the weekly running of religious life.  The choir and the bell ringers 

were photographed in 1907 – the year, for once, is unarguable, since the picture 

features two of the vicars discussed in the previous pages.  Reverend Harman [blue] 

and his family were leaving Worle for Brislington and Reverend Bentley [orange] was 

taking over.  This photograph was their way of marking the transition. 

 

The group are attired in their Sunday best, the women wearing extravagant hats and 

the gentlemen sporting their moustaches and beards, with watch chains and 

handkerchiefs in evidence.  It is interesting to note that Harman is comfortably seated 

between Bisdee and Hardwick whilst the incoming Rev. Bentley is perched on the 

ground with no such illustrious company.  Many of these folk appear in the Harvest 

Home pictures and their names are often mentioned in newspaper reports of the 

funerals of prominent men.  They were often landowners or businessmen with a mere 

sprinkling of artisans and workers.  Apart from Church activities, they attended the 

hunt breakfasts, Christmas suppers and smoking concerts held in the hall at the 

National School.   
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14.  Bell Ringers of St. Martin’s Church 

There is, of course, a very long history of bell ringing at St. Martins, which needs a brief 

summary here.  The bell tower, which is still standing, was much in use and in the news 

in Edwardian times.  It had been constructed on the base of the old Norman Tower 

during the late 14th and early 15th centuries, when the church was rebuilt in the 

perpendicular style.  The west window of the church looks into the bell ringing 

chamber and the south side of the tower sports an octagonal turret with spiral stone 

stairs that go clockwise up to the bell chamber.  The six bells were and are as follows:  

1.  William Cockey, re-cast in 1731 
2.  Ed. Bilbie, 1723 
3.  Thomas Bilbie, 1745 
4.  Richard Shephard and Peter Day, 1683 
5.  Johyn Rudhall Fect., 1820 
6.  John Waters, 1878 
 

The men, for the ringers were all male, who were responsible for pealing in the tower, 

were expected to adhere to strict rules, the first four of which read:   

Rule 1.  That the Ringers be men of good character and conduct, who attend the 

services at the Parish Church and that they be appointed subject to the approval of the 

vicar and churchwardens.   

Rule 2.  That no drinking, smoking or bad language be allowed in the church Belfry, or 

Churchyard. 

Rule 3.  That a foreman be appointed by the vicar, churchwardens and ringers and that 

he shall be answerable to the vicar for the carrying out of the rules, and that in case of 

inability to attend, his place be taken by the deputy foreman who shall be similarly 

appointed. 

Rule 4.  That be bells cannot be rung without the knowledge of the foreman who is 

answerable to the vicar. 
 

The earliest minutes of the business of the bellringers that has been available is dated 

27th October 1905 when an election was held to choose two young ringers.  The results 

were recorded:  J. Burrows – 6 votes; A. White – 4 votes; W. Hunt – 2 votes.  E. Sperring 

and Parsons garnered no support at all.  Presumably Burrows and White joined the 

tower. 
 

A meeting of the Vicar, Churchwardens and Ringers was held on Friday August 7th 

1908, at 8 p.m.  The Vicar, Rev. Bentley, announced the resignation of Mr. Edwin Cook, 

the Foreman Bell Ringer, on account of ill health and also that of Mr. James White, the 

Deputy Foreman for the same reason. They had been ringers for over 30 and 40 years 

respectively and had done good service to the Church and deserved the thanks of the 

Parish.  Mr. Badcock proposed the following resolution:  - ‘This meeting wishes to place 

on record that it receives the resignation of Mr. Edwin Cook and Mr. James White, 

Foreman and Deputy Foreman of the Ringers with deepest regret and wishes to thank 
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them most heartily for the services they have rendered to the Church for so many 

years’.  This was seconded by Mr. John White and carried unanimously.  The election of 

new Foreman was then proceeded with.  Mr. John White proposed Mr. Badcock. 

 

Presumably Arthur Badcock was elected, since he oversaw future meetings, including 

one held on 5th November, 1908.  The ringers met in the Belfry where they were all 

present: A B. Badcock, John White, James White junior, Alf White, Frank White and F. J. 

Burrows.  Arthur Badcock reported that he had received authority from Rev. Bentley to 

purchase a set of Hand Bells.  It was proposed by James White, seconded by Frank 

White ‘that same be purchased from J. Warner and Sons, London E.C.   The success of 

this new venture is attested to by the photograph of the new ringing group. 

 

 
Left to right:  John White; Henry Wyatt, seated, landlord of the Lamb Inn; Alfred White. captain;  H. M. Day, farmer of 

court House Farm; Rev. Frederick Bentley; Vicar of Worle; Doctor Kemm; Jack Burroughs, Frank White, James White and 

Arthur Badcock, seated. 

 

The main subject for discussion, however, was the state of the bells in the tower.  

There was some concern in church circles in the early days of the new century about 

the state of the stocks on which the safety of the bells relied.   Money needed to be 

raised, which took some considerable time and in 1909 new Elm head stocks were 

installed and the bells were rehung.  On Saturday 27th November 1909 a peal of 

Grandsire Doubles with 5,040 changes was rung by John White [treble], Alf White, 

Arthur Badcock, J. Burroughs, J. White junior and Frank White [tenor].  It took three 

hours and five minutes.  



Raye Green  Edwardian Worle 

54 
 

15.  The Methodist Chapel in Lawrence Lane had been opened in 1837 and 

was attended by people who believed in a reasonable degree of austerity.  Bell ringing 

did not occur – no bells and too noisy; choir practice did happen and anthems were 

predominant choices. The Band of Hope met in the schoolroom and was attended by 

many of the Chapel-goers.  The most prevalent activities, however, were Bible classes 

and Prayer meetings.  The photograph of members of the Sunday afternoon Bible Class 

below was taken in Lawrence Road, where chairs were placed in the road, no-one is 

sprawled on the ground, and the yellow steps are being used to stagger the height of 

the subjects.  The women are all wearing dark clothing and the hats are less 

flamboyant than those of the Anglicans.   Indeed, they look somewhat depressed.  In 

the foreground of the picture it is possible to see some rather unkempt foliage which 

suggests that Lawrence Lane was much narrower then than Lawrence Road is today, 

and so deserved its early name. 

 

Rev. J. Hammond had been minister from 1900 until 1903, and was superseded by Rev. 

F. G. Clements, who remained in Worle for the following ten years.  This picture was 

taken around 1907 and the names we have to date are as follows: 

Back Row:   Mrs. Tite, unknown, Mrs. Binning, Mr. Binning 

3
rd

 Row:  Mr. B. Mason, Mr. W. Tite [Manager of Bristol Stores, The Parade], Mr. L.  Curry 

2
nd

 Row:  Mrs. Young, Mr. C. Stower Jun., Miss West, Mr. Sheppard, Mr. Stower Snr., unknown,         

  Mr. Bowden, Miss B. Curry, Mr. Hayes. 

Front Row: Mr. West,  Mrs. West,  Mr. Parry,  Rev. Clements [highlighted in blue],  Mr. Southcott, 

  Mr. T. Poole, Mr. S. Curry, Mrs. S. Curry, Mr. J. Rogers. 
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16.  A Man of His Time     

  Badcock, Arthur Binding 

We have been very fortunate over the last few years with donations 
of photographs from members and friends.  Many of the pictures 
show groups of people engaged in a wide variety of activities, and 
some of them have been annotated with names and other 
fragments of information.  After a while the faces become familiar.  
There is one chap whom I now recognise wherever he pops up: he is 
usually referred to as A. B. Badcock. The picture on the right is taken 
from the Harvest Home committee photograph53.  It is not dated, 
but despite his moustache, he looks like a man in his 20s. 

The extract below, taken from the 1901 census, gives us a picture of his family life.   

House 
name 

Surname and Christian names Position in 
household 

Marital 
Status 

Age Occupation 

Fairleigh Arthur Binding Badcock Head M 25 Bootmaker 

 Alice Badcock Wife M 27  

 Arthur Reginald Badcock Son S 3  

 Jemima Badcock Mother  Wid 55 Monthly Nurse 

 Ann Badcock Sister S 30 Packer Laundry 

 Ernest Phillip Atwell Boarder S 19 Coachman 
Domestic 

 

Arthur was 25 years old when the census was taken in March 1901, so he must have 
been born circa 1875.  Fairleigh, the Badcock family home, was one of the stone 
terraced cottages next to the site where the War Memorial now stands in Lower Street, 
now High Street.   The picture below was made into a postcard and was dated 191754.  
It shows the cottages on the left, with a traditional stone wall forming a boundary with 
the road.  There are no individual gateways to the cottages, but one entrance to serve 
all six of them.  This must have resulted in a very cosy, close knit community.  
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 Look up the full Harvest Home committee photograph on page ???? 
54

 Photograph given to Worle History Society by Stan Terrell.  It has also appeared in Weston 
Mercury and in ‘A Walk along Worle High Street’. 
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Arthur seems to have become head of the household at an early age.  He had begun his 

working life as an auctioneer’s clerk but was a boot maker by the age of 25. This 

suggests that he may have worked at Hooks Boot Factory, just along the road near the 

Sanitary Laundry. The tradition of shoe making in the Badcock family goes back several 

generations.  In 1868, George Culliford Badcock married Charlotte Lang.  George and 

his father, William55, were both recorded as shoemakers.  In October 1897, when 

Arthur married Alice Payne, his father, also William3 Badcock was listed as a 

shoemaker.   

 Arthur’s wife, Alice Payne, [pictured right, in Church 

Choir] was two years older than her husband.  She was 

the daughter of John Payne, a local market gardener.  

Alice was a woman of some stamina.  She lived until 

1955 and is the only Badcock we have located in St. 

Martin’s Churchyard.  Her grave reference is A50 [see 

right].   Arthur and Alice had a child, Arthur Reginald, who was 3 years old in 1901.   

The household at Fairleigh included Arthur’s mother, Jemima.  She was 55, widowed, 

and a ‘monthly nurse’, which is no longer a familiar term.  However a little research 

reveals that it meant a woman who, in the 18th and 19th centuries, looked after a 

mother, and her baby, for the first few weeks after birth. 

Arthur’s older sister, Ann, was still single at 30 and working as a Laundry Packer, maybe 

in the Sanitary laundry on the opposite side of Lower Street and next door to the boot 

factory.  Arthur seems to have been a supportive brother.  He took an active part in the 

entertainment laid on for Laundry employees by Mr Hember in January 1900.  His part 

in the amusing dialogue entitled ‘Women’s Rights Association’ was well received, and 

he gave the vote of thanks to Mr Hember.56 

A. B. Badcock’s name appears in several documents and he has 

been identified in several group 

pictures of the time, suggesting 

that he was a public spirited 

young man.  He was also a 

member of St. Martin’s Church 

bell ringers and appears in the 

choir picture taken in 1907 [see right]57   

This busy young man also did his bit for Worle Football 

Club, of which he was honorary secretary and 

treasurer in 1901, see picture, far left.58   
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 A trawl through the census from 1851 to 1901 has established that this is the same William 
Badcock.  He married twice, first to Eliza, who died in her 40s, and later to Jemima.  Jemima is 
referred to above. 
56

 See Mercury and Gazette transcripts for 1900, Worle Column, 6
th

 January. 
57

 See full picture of choir on page ??? 
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I wondered, at first, whether the black armband was for his deceased father.  A look at 

the 1891 census tells us that his father, William Badcock had been 70 years old.  He had 

certainly died by 1901, since William’s wife, Jemima, is recorded as a widow in the 

census of that date.  Arthur is the only man in the football club picture wearing the 

black band, which suggests that this was a personal bereavement, rather than one of 

general concern.  Further research uncovered a sadder tale.  Arthur and Alice must 

have been having a bad time in this new century.  The death of their son, Arthur 

Reginald was recorded in the 3rd quarter of 1901.  He was three.  This is the most likely 

explanation for the black arm band, I fear. 

By 1902 Arthur had developed a stylish mode of dress.  He is possessed of at least 
three styles of headwear: a straw boater, a flat cap and a trilby.  His necktie also varies 
from a very narrow version to a white cravat style.  The latter was also favoured by 
Rev. Harman, vicar of Worle, who may well have influenced young Badcock.  These two 
young men, from greatly varying backgrounds, may well have developed a natural 
affinity arising from the loss of treasured children. 

1911,59 the end of the Edwardian period, finds the Badcock family in somewhat 
different circumstances.  Having begun as an auctioneer’s clerk and moved on to boot 
making Arthur was, by this time, engaged as an Insurance Agent for the Prudential.  
This would have involved him in covering a designated area, collecting weekly, monthly 
and annual premiums and selling insurance cover.  It was expected that all such 
employees would wear a lounge suit to work. 

The ‘Man from the Pru’ and his wife had produced two more children.  Annie Beryl 
Badcock had been born on 28th January, 1902, and carried her father’s initials.  Their 
son, Jack, arrived on 11th July 1905.  Both were at school in 1911.  Annie had started 
her school life in Mendip Avenue at the new school for infants.60  On her first day, April 
23rd 1906, she was given the admission number 23.  I dare say she was glad that two 
other little girls began on the same day, Doris Wilmott from Upper Worle and May Rice 
who lived in Ebdon Road.  Did they become friends?  I wonder.  Jack started school 
when he was three years old, on 1st March, 1909 [number 160]7/9 together with two 
girls – poor Jack.  Winifred Bowden was from Puxton, some 4 miles away by road.  I 
wonder how she got to school each day.  Horse and cart, maybe.  Olive Edwards had 
only to walk along from Sprakes Terrace in Station Road.  Much easier. 

Along with all his other activities, Arthur Binding Badcock was also much involved with 
the bell ringers at St. Martin’s church.  The 
bellringers’ minutes for the times were kept 
in Arthur’s handwriting and he often called 
meetings of ‘The Tower’ to elect new 
ringers and make other decisions.  The last 
entry I have in his hand is that of 12th Feb 
1911.  [see right]  

It may be that Arthur’s Prudential job did not work out happily: it may be that 
international events overtook him.  Whatever the reason, by 1914 we find Arthur 
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 See full picture of the football team on page 80 
59

 Census taken in March 1911 provided this information 
60

 School admissions records held by Mendip Green School and copies with Worle History 
Society. 



Raye Green  Edwardian Worle 

58 
 

employed by the Penwllyngwent mine near Bridgend, Glamorgan, as a surface 
labourer.  This was a testing occupation, seldom resorted to by men with other options 
or a different heritage. It may be that, being the public spirited man he obviously was, 
he decided to ‘do his bit’ for the war effort.   Arthur’s young family moved with him to 
South Wales.  The next information available is that, on 19th November 1914, Arthur 
died whilst at work.61  He was 38; Alice was 40; the children were 12 and 8 respectively.   

The Glamorgan Gazette, dated Friday 9th December, 1914, gave a short report of the 
incident that led to Arthur’s sudden demise.  The headline reads:  ‘Fatal Accident at 
Ogmore Vale, A Terrible Fall.’  It goes on: 

On Friday night, a Mr. A. Badcock, of Hendre Avenue, Ogmore Vale, was ascending a 
ladder at the Electric Power Station, Penllwvngwent, he somehow lost his balance and 
fell from a considerable height. He was immediately taken to his home, but suc- 
cumbed in a few hours. Deceased leaves a widow and two children. 

It was such a dreadful shame, and so unnecessary.  It also explains why, in 1955 at the 
age of 81, Alice was buried alone at St. Martin’s Churchyard, Worle.  I learned, only a 
few days ago, that Arthur and Alice’s grand daughter, Christine Venn, nee Matthews, 
was one of Worle History Society’s stalwart members until her death in August 2015.  
She was the daughter of little Annie. 

 

 

Worle High Street, looking east in about 1907 or 1908, shows the sites of the laundry 

and the boot factory. 
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 See Ogmore Valley fatalities.  
http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/wal/GLA/Llangeinor/OgmoreVllyFatalities.html   
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17.  The Churchyard Question, 1901 

 

St. Martin’s Church and the Churchyard in 1906 

The grave of George Stabbins [1892] is indicated in blue; that of Mary Butt [1906] is in red., that of Francis Greenwood is 

in an appropriate green. 

 

Each year, across the country, Annual Vestry Meetings are held in Church of England 

Parishes, to discuss matters of concern and to elect Church Wardens.  In 1901 Worle 

Vestry Meeting took place one Wednesday evening early in April and seems to have 

been attended by an entirely male turnout:  whether by design or accident, I know not.   

The school hall at the ‘National schoolroom’ was the chosen venue.62 Some of the 

names worthy of mention in the Gazette report will be familiar by now. 

Rev. C. A. Kent, presiding 

Capt. Battiscombe, vicar’s Church warden 

Dr. St. John Kemm, Parish Church Warden 

Messrs: Bisdee, Hardwick, Chapman, Day, Phippen, Phippen, Holbrook, Keevil, West, 

Poole, Coles, Robins, Carpenter etc. etc. 

The usual financial matters were discussed and the existing wardens were re-elected.  

Then the trouble started.  Captain Battiscombe had a matter to bring forward. He was 

quoted in the Gazette as follows: 

“Capt. Battiscombe said he had a matter to bring forward, and his only wish 

was that the whole parish might have been there to hear, for it was a matter 

that concerned the whole parish.  As far as the vicar and churchwardens were 

concerned they did not care one bit how it was settled. It was the business of 
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 Presumably Worle’s school on the hill, where Worle History Society held its May meeting in 
2015. 
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the parish, so far as the parishioners did not interfere with the rights of the 

vicar.” 

The Captain was obviously feeling somewhat tetchy about the matter - ‘the matter’ 

being the churchyard. 

Perhaps it will be helpful to provide some facts.  Until 1892, Church burials had been 

confined to the ‘top churchyard’, marked as 392.970 on the map. More space was 

needed to provide a burial 

area for the parish, and a 

piece of land at the bottom 

of the steps was purchased 

for the sum of £159.9s.7d.  

The newly acquired land is 

marked ‘Grave Yd.’ on the 

map and was a section of the 

five acres of Glebe Land 

attached to the living of the 

Vicar.  The trouble, in 1901, 

was that the new bit of burial 

ground was only nine years 

old and was nearly half full 

already.   It seemed likely 

that the parish may wish to 

purchase yet more precious 

land from Rev. Kent if they 

could raise the money, 

thereby diminishing his 

limited income.  The other 

possibility was the setting up 

of a Burial Board to hear claims for rights of burial.  Either way, it was going to be 

expensive.  Land always cost money as did Burial Boards. 

Since the new land had been acquired about half the 145 interments at St. Martins had 

taken place at the top of the steps in the immediate environs of the Church, the other 

half, about 73, were at the foot of the steps.  Here, it is necessary to concentrate on 

the lower section, as this was the trouble spot, where ordinary folk tended to be put.  

The 2013 churchyard survey carried out by Worle History Society, confirms that of the 

73 burials only 40 are still marked by a stone with a legible inscription.  The earliest 

burial in the new graveyard was that of Hannah Maria Luscombe,63 but sadly this grave 

is no longer evident.  The third burial, that of George Knowles Stabbins of Weston-

super-Mare, is still legible, however, and is a most unusual style.64   
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 See Worle Church Burials 1771 to 1900, p. 48 
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 See page 52 for position of grave. 
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Another interesting observation is that there was a rather surprising early sign of 

immigration problems, or maybe emigration problems would be a more accurate term.  

Another quote from the Gazette report may be helpful here.  Captain Battiscombe 

suggested that: 

“They must look at the question from a common sense point of view, and leave 

sentiment out of the question.  The fact of the matter was that they were now 

burying in the churchyard a great many parishioners who died outside the 

parish.  People left the parish and while away from their parish, as far as he 

knew, did not contribute anything towards the rates or the church, and when 

they died, their people naturally enough, wished them to be buried in their own 

churchyard.” 

Outsiders, as they were termed, were already being charged 30 shillings for burial in 

the churchyard which was well over a week’s wages for most people.  Minority groups 

were also having the finger pointed at them – Methodists in particular.  Folk were 

suggesting that non-conformists should not have the same rights as church people.  

The vicar and the church wardens constantly had to deal with applications for burial, 

and they wanted the parish to decide upon a firm set of rules. 

Mr Robins, the newsagent and dyer from Coronation Road, made a statement which 

indicates that forward planning was not a strength in Worle.  The quotation from the 

Gazette reads as follows: 

“He certainly thought that the churchyard would last their time, say for 15 

years more at all events.  He did not see why they need be alarmed at what 

would transpire 15 or 16 years hence [hear, hear].  Moreover if at the end of 

that time the necessity arose, let them put their hand in their pockets and buy 

another piece of ground. [hear, hear]” 

I must confess to giggling at this point, and I was not surprised to read that the decision 

the Vestry meeting came to was NOT to DECIDE – at least not until the following year.  

It was at this point that the Vicar resigned.  Rev. Chas Kent had had enough, and he had 

been planning this for some time, as you will recall from his explanatory speech on 

page 41! 
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18.  The Sanitary Condition of Worle 

There are, of course, always issues that set tongues wagging and that demand the 

attention of those involved in the decision making processes.  This particular difficulty 

did encourage chatter, but it was more successful at making noses twitch.  All the 

sweet smells from the bakeries and all the blossom in the orchards could not disguise 

the fact that there was one heck of a stench in the village.  The Mercury of 28th 

September 1901 devoted several very large pages to the matter.  Headlines read:  ‘An 

Alleged Fools’ Paradise’ and ‘Sweeping Condemnation by an expert’ and ‘Local 

Government Board Enquiry’. 

Apparently the smell emanating from the lack of sewers had been causing distress for 

some seven years or more and Axbridge Rural District Council had made no real 

attempt to clean things up.  They argued that local people might complain about the 

odour, but they would not stand for the necessary increase in the rates if work had to 

be carried out.  In the end Somerset County Council wielded its power and brought the 

thing to crisis point.  SCC complained to the Local Government Board under Section 

299 of the Public Health Act 1875 saying: ‘that the Rural District Council of Axbridge 

have made default in providing the Parish of Worle, in their district, with sufficient 

sewers and in the maintenance of existing sewers…   

In response the inspectors of the Local Government Board descended upon the 

Assembly Room attached to the New Inn on the morning of Wednesday 25th 

September.   The picture below shows the corner of the New Inn on the left, but the 

exact position of the Assembly Room is unclear.  Maybe it is the ‘Large Room for Picnics 

and Parties’ advertised on the front of the building. 

 

The arrival of so many dignitaries must have created quite a fuss.  Mr. H. H. Law, M. 

Inst. C.E. conducted proceedings.  Mr Beverley Vachell, Barrister of the Western Circuit, 
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appeared on behalf of the County Council; Mr. Applin represented Sir Arthur Hayter [a 

landowner]; Mr. L. Bowel65 appeared for the Piggott Trustees [landowners]; whilst Mr. 

A. M. Reece [clerk] represented the Axbridge District Council.  If the following list is 

anything to go by the men of Worle seem to have taken the morning off to witness the 

discussions.  Dr. St John Kemm, Messrs J.A. Chapman, F.E. Greenwood, J. Carpenter, H. 

Cole, W. Robins [members of Parish Council], Mr. E.A. Hardwick, Mr. A. F. Somerville, 

JP, CC; Dr C. V. Hitchins, Messrs E. H. Bisdee, G. Edwards, Jas Day, F.W. Bennett, J 

Baker, Flook, J. Cook [assistant overseer], W Dyer, C. Taylor, G. Sprake, W. Tripp, J. 

Beard, E. Martin, Thompson, W. Beard, J. King, G. Bowden J. Keedwell, H. Stowell, H. 

Rogers, T. Q. Quick, R Lickes, E Follett, -- Follett, G. smith, Jno Curle, A. Batt &c, &c. 

The detail of the hearing is quite fascinating.  Mr. Vachell’s idea of brevity would not 

suit a 21st century audience.  After considerable preamble he stated that there were 

287 houses in the village of Worle, a few being in course of erection, and the public 

water supply was provided by two wells.  There were, however, a considerable number 

of private wells.  There was absolutely no system of sewerage in the parish.  In the 

main street, near where they were assembled, the houses lay more closely than at 

other places, and they were all contiguous66 with Madam Rhyne, into which various 

ditches ran at different points.  The system – if it could be called a system – of 

sewerage appeared to be that if the houses were possessed of privies or water closets, 

the sewage from the same was conducted in some instances direct into Madam Rhyne, 

or the other ditches, but more generally it passed into cesspools.    

The horrible truth is, that far from 

the idyllic vision of sticklebacks, 

newts, minnows, water birds and 

clear, clean water, Madam Rhyne, 

which ran right through the centre 

of the village, was one long, 

winding cesspool.  It was not only 

deeply unpleasant, but also a 

danger to the health of the 

inhabitants.  Typhoid was 

mentioned.  It was not merely 

excreta that flowed into Madam 

Rhyne, but apparently, every other 

class of sewage, often from the sick room.  The picture, taken at a later date than this 

tale of woe, shows the rhyne, apparently free from pollution, on its route through 

Nutwell Farm. 

Jesse Chapman was in an embarrassing situation.  He was chairman of Worle Parish 

Council and also served on Axbridge Rural District Council and as such it is difficult to 

see how he could be considered anything but culpable for the level of neglect. 
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 No pun intended.  ‘Bowel’ really was his name. 
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The inspector, Mr Vachell, was given detailed figures and proceeded to question Mr. 

Chapman, as the main witness.  The figures and discussion follows as it was reported in 

the Mercury. 

The Inspector was provided with census returns showing that the population of Worle 

in 1831 was 770 

    1881 was 965 

    1901 [expressed in the report as ‘at this present time’] was 1299 

The number of inhabited houses in the village was 280 with 7 in course of erection and 

21 in outlying districts. There were 2 public wells and about 73 private wells.  The 

number of cesspits he calculated to be about 95, whilst 44 were conducted on the 

earth system. 

There follows a verbatim extract from the newspaper report of the conversation, such 

as it was, at the enquiry: 

Mr. Vachell:  Where does the overflow from these necessarily find its way? 

Witness [Jesse Chapman]:  I cannot tell you definitely.  There are some few in 
the lower part of the village that have an overflow.  In the upper portion, 
probably one half or two-thirds have no overflow. 

Mr Vachell:  When there is an overflow, where does the sewage go? 

Witness:  To the side ditches and then on to the rhyne.  [Madam Rhyne] 

Mr Vachell:  Do you know of any privy that connects direct with the open 
rhyne? 

Witness:   No. 

In reply to the inspector the witness, Jesse Chapman, stated that four drain 
pipes entered the rhyne, and three of these he presumed might be termed 
sewers – had connection with more houses than one.  One of the pipes led from 
a single house. 

Mr. Vachell:  Where do the side ditches lead? 

Witness:  The open side ditches all communicate with Madam Rhyne, but there 
would be no flow in them during a great portion of the year.  At the present 
time the majority of the ditches were dry.  

Mr Vachell:  I believe Mr. Hardwick’s kennels have been recently erected.  Do 
they drain straight into the rhyne? 

Witness:  No.  There is some mode of treatment applied to the sewage before it 
goes into the drain, which passes through a meadow, then on to a ditch, and 
then into the rhyne. 

Mr. Vachell:  What is the approximate distance from the cesspools to the 
wells?  Are there any within five yards? 
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Witness replied that he had taken the rate book and in regard to the various 
premises had, from memory, estimated the distances at which the wells were 
situate from the cesspools.  As a result he had calculated that there were: 

10 wells at a distance of five yards and under 
23 wells at a distance of ten yards and under 
7 at 15 yards 
10 at twenty yards 
8 at thirty yards 
6 at fifty yards 
2 at a hundred yards and under. 
There were also 7 wells on property where there were no cesspits.   

As regards the public wells, he should not think there was any cesspit within 
twenty yards of the parish well, and such a cesspit would be on a lower level.  
And he thought there would be no cesspit within a like distance from the well 
opposite the New Inn.  The Rural District Council had taken means to prevent 
the surface water from entering these two wells. 

Mr. Bowen:  What is the acreage of Worle? 

Witness:   1,775 acres 

The discussion went on from here to very little avail.67  The inevitable conclusion was a 

lack of money to put things right.  The entire crowd set off around the village to look at, 

and smell, the evidence.  The inspector’s report could be submitted ‘in due course’. 

Nothing emerged for at least six months.  On March 26th 1902, they were still waiting 

when the Annual Parish Council report was published……in another two months on 31st 

May the Dyke Reeves68 of Worle and Kewstoke held their first ‘view’ for 1902.  

Amongst a great deal of other preamble, they demanded that Madam Rhyne be 

thrown before 1st September.  Anywhere but in Somerset, this ‘throwing’ activity 

would be called digging it out and it was noted that it had been nine years since the 

owners or occupiers had last been instructed to carry out the work.  The Parish Council 

had cleansed the village portion on two or three occasions (they seemed not to know 

exactly!)  

This decision having been made, they all retired to the New Inn for a ‘first-class dinner.’  

This would undoubtedly have added to the problem. 

So the village was still struggling with the lack of a sewage system and the only result 

thus far was the resignation of Jesse Chapman from the Parish Council at the end of 

April.  He was replaced by E. H. Bisdee, and ceases to be mentioned from hereon in.    

 

 

                                                           
67

 See Appendix 1 for full transcription. 
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 Title:  Dyke reeves' books stating view, date of appointment & discharge.   
Reference:  D\RA/1/4/7  Date:  1834-1933  Held by: Somerset Heritage Centre (South West 
Heritage Trust), not available at The National Archives  Extent:  3 vols. 
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19.  Transport and getting around 

Footpaths had long been an issue for the Parish Council, with the constant need for 

resurfacing being the prime concern.  Another issue we need to understand was the 

essential requirement of a means of crossing the rhynes.  These drainage ditches were 

relatively narrow but still had to be bridged.  The local limestone provided the solution 

in the form of low arched stone bridges, providing access to adjoining fields and paths.  

There is still an example of an arched stone bridge at Ebdon Bow on the way to Wick St 

Lawrence, which is well worth a look.   

The example pictured left is not 

from the 1900s but it is typical of 

the appearance of a watercourse 

and its bridge at the time.  

Rhynes were generally about 15 

feet wide across the top of the 

banks. 

Taken by Barrie Underwood for 

his talk to Worle History Society 

in 2013. 

 

 

Many pictures taken in this most fascinating decade show a village with the main 

streets ‘made up’ to a degree, but with side streets which often remain unmade, which 

probably accounts for more than one of the byways being colloquially known as 

‘Stoney Lane’ in a rather random manner.  Horses and carts of various types were the 

usual way to travel and to transport goods, and examples are given in the pictures 

below, both taken in Worle High Street. 

                     

These roads had been the principal way of getting about for many years, and indeed 

were the only way of significance until 1841. At that time the Bristol and Exeter Railway 

constructed its first Station called ‘Banwell’.  Twenty years later ‘Worle Station’ arrived 
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on the scene and by  1884 ‘Puxton Station’ was in situ.  These stations served the 

mainline railway to and from Bristol Temple Meads on its way to deepest Somerset.   

This was, of course, a wonderful convenience to the village of Worle, but nowhere near 

as interesting and unusual as its little sister railway -  the Weston, Clevedon and 

Portishead Light Railway.69  This wonder of late Victoria enterprise opened in 1897, in 

the nick of time for Edwardian people to use, abuse and generally enjoy.  The original 

stretch, from Weston to Clevedon ran behind the houses on the south side of Milton 

Road starting at Ashcombe Road station.  There was also a Milton Road station and 

miraculously a Worle [Town] station70, which suggests that someone had a 

premonition of urban sprawl.   The track ran across the Baytree recreation ground site 

and curved round into Worle over what is now Station Road, where the Worle Town 

Station was situated.  From there it headed for Wick St Lawrence, and thence 

Clevedon.  The trains covered the track at their own speed – very slowly – and were a 

constant source of annoyance and amusement to their passengers. 

The section of track crossing Station Road was not protected by a conventional level 

crossing, but had a ‘gateman’ with a red flag.  In August 1903 this precaution proved 

inadequate.  A couple of ladies from Wales were among a party of tourists on a day’s 

outing to Weston in a wagonette.  The picture appended below is a pristine museum 

exhibit but it gives us vision of this 

mode of transport, which I venture to 

suggest, would have been no match for 

a train, however slow.  The gateman 

claimed later that he had waved his flag 

with some vigour, but the wagonette 

failed to stop.  The wagonette driver 

said he had assumed that the train 

would stop as usual at Worle Station, 

but he was wrong.  This train was a 

‘fast’ train running non-stop from Clevedon to Weston.  The two Welsh women died 

and six other passengers were injured.  In 2015, a new information was unveiled at the 

site of the old Worle Station in Station Road very close to the place where this sad 

fatality occurred. 
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 The word ‘Town’ was added in 1917.  See Peter Strange’s W.C. and P.,  pictorial record ISBN 0 
906294 19 3.  Book 14 in the Worle History Society library. 

http://www.wcpr.org.uk/
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20.  Schools and Education  

 

Education in Worle was in dire need of the reforms which were underway at the turn 

of the century.  There had always been small, private schools scattered around the 

village.  Often known as ‘Dame Schools’, they were run by women with no training who 

offered some basic literacy and numeracy.  The National Elementary School, [see above 

photograph] housed in the converted Tithe Barn, next to St. Martin’s church, was 

opened in 1865 and by the end of the century was packed to the gunnels with the 

children of the surrounding district.  Through last years of the 19th century and into the 

20th, the school was run by Mr. Frederick William Bennett, who was ably assisted by his 

wife, Ann Bennett, nee Hill and other junior teachers.  Mrs Ann Bennett had 

responsibility for the infant children between the ages of five and seven years. 

Matters came to a head in 1899, when the school leaving age was raised to 12 years.  

This put huge pressure on the school and ultimately resulted in the building of a new 

school, Worle Council Infant School, in Mendip Avenue.  During the changeover period 

Mrs. Bennett continued as school mistress, but she was approaching retirement age 

and on 28th February 1901, when Worle Council Infant School came into being, she left.  

The Gazette reported this in the following terms: 

‘On Friday evening, last week, the parishioners of Worle suitably acknowledged 
the benefits which most of them and their children have received during the 
past 32 years at the hands of Mrs. Bennett, the retiring schoolmistress, in 
presenting to her a solid silver tea service and salver on Queen Anne pattern, 
with the inscription ‘Presented to Mrs. Ann Bennett on the occasion of her 
retirement from the post of schoolmistress of the Infant School, Worle, in warm 
appreciation of her 32 years’ service, Feb. 28th, 1901’. 

It is worth noting that the meeting took place at the National School in Hill road and 70 

people attended.  The referred to ‘Infant school’ had only been open for a matter of 

months, so Mrs. Ann Bennet must have presided over the younger children at the 

National School for most of her 32 years’ service.    
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The school on the hill continued to serve Worle families as Worle Junior School, 

teaching children aged between seven and twelve years, with Mr. Bennett remaining in 

command. 

The picture below was believed to have been taken in 1906 and shows some of the 

junior children, with Frederick William Bennett on the far right at the back. 

 

Frances Mary Cole, 48, took over as headmistress of the new Infants’ school on March 

1st, 1901.  Her signature in the school register kept at the time is shown below.  She 

remained at the helm until August 13th 1917, so must have dealt with the disruption 

inflicted on everyone during the First World War.  Frances Cole died on 7th May 1923 at 

the age of 70.  The rather enigmatic inscription on her gravestone reads:  ‘for many 

years school mistress of this parish who entered into rest..’  ‘She hath done all she 

could’. 
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The new school [above] looked after local children until they were seven years of age, 

when they literally ‘went up’ to the Junior school until they were 12 years old.    The 

first register still in existence for the Infants’ School begins in 1903 with entry 844, that 

of Christopher Loude, son of John Loude of The Scaurs.  Between that first entry in 

1903 and last Edwardian entry in 1910, 372 children had been registered at the school, 

ending with Ralph Squire of Lower Street. 

We have no date for the group picture below, but it is too good to leave out.  I wonder 

whether Ralph Squire is amongst them. 

 

 



Raye Green  Edwardian Worle 

71 
 

County Scholarships 

There were some, very slim chances for boys and girls after the age of 12 to continue 

their education and on 9th  May 1903 C. H. Bothamley, County Education Secretary for 

Somerset, decided to share some information with the electorate by writing an 

explanatory letter to the Mercury. 

Parents and guardians of children who regularly attended public Elementary Schools 

[not private schools] could be recommended by the head teacher of the school for 

advancement via the Junior County Scholarships.  Children had to be entered by May 

16th – so that gave them seven days to get organised.  Certainly this was a test of 

determination and ambition as well as intelligence.  The examination was to be held on 

13th June so swotting time was minimal. 

Boys and girls from 11 to 13 years old, with regular attendance for the previous three 

years could be entered and, if they passed, the children would be awarded three years 

education at the ‘higher class schools’ without fees.  They were also given £10 a year 

for books and other necessities. 

Girls, Mr. Bothamley stated, would receive a thoroughly sound general education, 

together with instruction in cookery, dressmaking, certain branches of science bearing 

upon daily life, and even laundry work.  Lucky things!!!  When the three junior 

scholarship years ended the girls’ opportunities for progression halted at once at the 

age of 14. 

The details of the boy’s expectations covered several paragraphs and included science 

and drawing, woodwork and use of tools……..and then they could try for the 

Intermediate Scholarship, which would give them two more years of tuition, to 16 

years of age, and £30 a year to help their parents out.  Only six of these were awarded 

each year in the county, so the competition would have been fierce. 

Senior County Scholarships of £60 a year gave a lad a further 3 years of education at 

‘one of the highest places of scientific or technical education in the kingdom.’ 

In 1903, eleven boys had already, whilst attending Elementary Schools in Somerset, 

gained Junior Scholarships, followed up this success by winning Intermediate 

Scholarships, and afterwards obtained the Senior Scholarships and had thus received 

the highest kind of scientific and technical education that could be obtained in the 

country. 

It would be great to know who these boys were71 – I feel fairly convinced that none of 

them were from Worle. 
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www.oua.ox.ac.uk/.../Local%20Examinations%20Delegacy%20LE.pdf  may provide some clues to this 
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21.  The Summer of 1902  

Worle Cricket Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taken outside the Vicarage in Worle High Street 

 

 
 

1.  G. Cyeal?, 2. K. Wyatt, 3. H. Stowell, 4. J Binning,  5. H. Hancock, 6. F. Phippen, 7. G….adding, 

8.  A. Badcock, 9.  W. Bennett, 10.  Harmon [misspelt] 11. F. Flower, 12. W. Simms,                      

13. W. Robbins, 14. A. Huish. 

This split picture was taken outside the very old Vicarage in Lower Street, probably in 1902.  

Rev. A. Cecil Harman was unanimously elected as president of the club at a meeting on 19
th

 

September.  The hand written list of names was donated with the photograph and reads from 

back left to front right.  

 

The map places the Vicarage with the bay window facing west.  The field to the east of the 

vicarage was part of the Glebe Land attached to the living of St. Martin’s, Worle.  It was often 

used for sporting and other village activities at the vicar’s behest. 
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No self-respecting village in rural England was without a cricket team in Edwardian 

times.  To put things into some sort of perspective, Brian Austin72 has traced references 

to Worle teams playing cricket as far back as the Worle Stars in 1870.73  Worle Cricket 

Club was established in March 1880 and continued until March 6th 1956.  The 

comfortable scene outside the vicarage suggests a happy team, but it seems that there 

may have been trouble at the stumps. 

There had been several years of earnest fund raising to boost the club finances.  The 

usual thing was a ‘smoking concert’ held in the school hall at the National school in 

what we now call Hill Road.  These were regular features of the social life of Worle, and 

often reported in the local papers.  So far, so good.  A report in the Mercury, dated 

May 19th 1902 gave details of a cricket match between Worle and Bedminster.  Worle 

C.C. travelled to Bristol to play, but Rev. A. C. Harman, the newly established captain 

was indisposed and unable to play.  W. T. Bennett took over the captaincy for the day, 

and W. Neads stepped in at the last moment to make up the eleven.  Worle won quite 

easily by 62 runs, but the Bedminster team had arrived late and consequent time 

constraints meant that two of the Worle players did not bat.  The disappointed men 

were A. G. Flower and W. Neads.  This match lead to some ill feeling and resulted in a 

letter to the Mercury from a person with the pen name ‘Stumped’   An extract from the 

letter is given below for your consideration. 

“…..Worle Cricket Club – a club once one of the strongest within the district, but which 
is now in a poor way as regards playing efficiency, and the executive of which appear 
bent on lowering it to still further depths.  It appears that this season a certain member 
who has rendered the club decidedly valuable service both with the bat and the ball, 
was mysteriously dropped out of the team, notwithstanding which he in a 
sportsmanlike fashion consented to act [at a few hours’ notice] as stop-gap, and 
journeyed away with the team, only to find that, after all, his position had been given to 
another man.  Despite this insult, he again sent in his name for selection.  Being again 
ignored, however, he naturally renounced all idea of being enabled to play for his 
former club, and thereupon sent his name for membership of the Uphill Castle C.C., a 
much stronger team, which has been glad to avail itself of his services.  The climax, 
however, was reached when the player who thus been driven to another team received 
a letter from an official of the Worle Cricket club stating that it was with deep regret 
the committee had heard of the member’s decision to play for Uphill C.C. for the rest of 
the season, it being further resolved that his subscription of 3s. 6d. should be returned, 
and that he should cease to be a member of the club.  A wish was also expressed for the 
member’s prosperity with the Uphill Castle C.C.  The member informs me that he is 
grateful for the cordial wish expressed, but would have been considerably more 
thankful had the 3s 6d. been returned as promised!” 

It would have been very helpful if names had been named, but I am inclined to wonder 

if W. Neads was the offended player.  I dare say that Cecil Harman was pleased to have 

missed the match in question, and was wondering if he had been wise to take on the 

presidency of Worle C. C.   
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The Hazards of Childbirth 

Those Edwardian days that appear so halcyon on paper and in period drama, were 

actually very dangerous to expectant mothers and infants.  Babies who had negotiated 

nine months in the womb often died in the process of trying to escape from it – and 

sometimes took their mothers with them to the grave.  Many ordinary folk could not 

contemplate paying doctors’ fees and were forced to rely upon amateur assistance or a 

local midwife or monthly nurse with scant qualifications or none at all. 

There had been one sad incident in Worle reported in the Mercury in August 1901 and 

headed, ‘Sudden Death of an Infant’.  George and Minnie Phillips lived in Lower [High] 

Street, somewhere between the Lamb Inn and the Laundry74: they already had three 

children aged 8, 7 and 3 years.  Minnie and her husband were 36 years old.   

The inquest at the Golden Lion Public House was overseen by the Coroner, Dr. 

Craddock, and it revealed that the baby boy had been born at 4.30 in the afternoon 

and had only lived for a few hours.  No doctor or midwife had been in attendance at 

the birth, but Sarah Phillips, Minnie’s mother-in-law, had delivered the child.  Sarah 

had previously attended the confinements of two of her daughters, and both children 

had died.  A verdict of ‘Death from Syncope’75 was returned.  Sarah Phillips was 

instructed not to attend any future confinements ‘inasmuch as she was not a qualified 

midwife’. 

It must have been very hard for Sarah Phillips to bear the guilt of responsibility for the 

death of three of her own grandchildren, but she was in all likelihood doing her best to 

help out the family. 
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 It is impossible to be more explicit from the entry in the 1901 census. 
75

 Low blood pressure, lack of blood to the brain. 
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A year later, in early July 1902, another tragedy occurred.  Dr. S. Craddock again held 

an inquest, this time at the New Inn.  The bereaved parents were William and Mary 

Jane Rice who lived, according to the newspaper report, in Lawrence Lane which is 

pictured on the previous page in about 1909.  The lane wound its way up past the 

Methodist Church and turned east at the top to join Church Road and the top of the 

Scaurs. 

The inquest jury was made up of heads of households, all male, as follows: 

Edwin Martin was the foreman.  A widower, he had four adult single offspring and ran 

a general store in Lower Street next to the Lamb Inn. 

Harry Wyatt was the publican of the Old Kings Head in The Scores.  

James Vaughan was a monumental mason living in Lower Street, next door to 

Greenwood’s Bakery. 

George Smith was the publican at the New Inn. 

Henry George ran a boot shop and boot making business in Lawrence Lane . 

Henry Stowell lived in Lower Street, near the Lamb Inn.  He was a 28 year old baker. 

Eli William Follett, of Silver Craig was a 27 year old labourer in the laundry. 

Arthur Simms lived at Ten Acre Road with his young wife and 25 month old son.  He 

was a shoe maker. 

Joseph Pitman had 5 children and lived at Avonia, the end cottage opposite what is 

now the entrance to Mendip Avenue.  He was a wheelwright. 

John Wheeler, was a Private Attendant and Domestic at Fairfield House. 

G. Holbrook, whose Christian name was actually Augustus, lived at Ten acre Road with 

his wife and 6 children.  He was a bootmaker. 

S. Sperring was a laundry worker from the Scores.   

 

P.C. Rowsell acted as Coroner’s Officer.  The main witness was Mrs. Elizabeth Williams, 

whom the 1901 census gives as a widow of 64 years old, who styled herself a ‘monthly 

nurse’76 and lived with her 20 year old son, Arthur near Spinners Stores at the top of 

the Scaurs.  It struck me at once that many of the people involved in this very sad 

inquest lived in a very tight knit area of the village and the men probably had little or 

no knowledge of pregnancy and childbirth. 

The poor little one at the heart of the inquest was found to have died from ‘asphyxia, 

due to lack of proper attention at birth.’  The umbilical cord had been around the 

child’s neck and knee and was not released in time to save its life.  The child is not 

referred to by name and its sex is not mentioned.  In his summing up the Coroner 

added that he held more inquests of a similar nature to the present one in that 

neighbourhood [Worle] than in the whole of the remaining part of his district.  Mrs 

Williams had had no knowledge of artificial respiration and Dr. Craddock severely 

admonished her, pointing out that if any similar case came before him in future in 

which Williams was concerned he should recommend the jury to return a verdict of 

Manslaughter against her.   
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 See Jemima Badcock, page 47 
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19.  The Crowning of Edward VII and Queen Alexandra 

The Coronation of the new King and Queen for the 20th century was probably the first 

such event to affect the people of rural England.  The crowning of Queen Victoria had 

been a relatively quiet, lack-lustre affair, but the jubilees, golden and diamond had 

been carefully thought out and lessons had been learned.  The great British public had 

lapped up the pageantry and spectacle.   Consequently, arrangements were set for the 

coronation ceremony to take place on 26th June, 1902.  Fate. however, can interfere 

with the grandest plans, and Edward VII was taken ill and required emergency surgery 

to deal with an ‘abdominal cyst’.  Postponement of his crowning ceremony was 

inevitable, and it was not until August 9th that the nation’s attention finally homed in 

on Westminster Abbey. 

The Mercury dated 28th June reported the changed arrangements for the district.    The 

section about Worle was the shortest of all 

“Worle 
The festivities in this village were entirely abandoned, an intercessory service being held 

at the parish church in the evening conducted by the Rev. A. C. Harman, a large 

congregation being present.” 

 

The new date of August 9th was not such a bad thing for the organisers in Worle.  The 

rural aspect of life in Worle was always at its height in late summer and early autumn, 

with harvest suppers and other festivities in full swing.  In 1902 this was certainly 

enhanced by the Coronation of the King and Queen.   

 

The photograph shows the festive arch to advertise the sheep shearing contest, 1902 
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20.  Harvest Home  

An advertisement for Worle Harvest Home was placed in the Mercury, dated 9th 

August, 1902.  The festival was to be on a Thursday, Worle’s traditional half day 

closing, and several familiar names appear in the paper.  The Member of Parliament,  

R. E. Dickinson, we have already met;  E. A. Hardwick, master of the hunt and general 

benefactor is also mentioned, as is E. H. Bisdee.  Less recognisable are Messrs. Bowen, 

Warry and Sly, none of whom appear in the Worle Census for 1901, though Mr. Sly is 

known to have been the manager of Fox and Fowlers bank. 

 

We can see, in these plans, signs of the traditional modes of celebration in the village: 

sports and games, a public tea, a fancy dress football match and dancing.  What most 

impresses is the special late night trams laid on to Weston and Clevedon. 

Evidently, it was deemed necessary to cover the costs, since an entrance to the field 

was one shilling for adults, sixpence for children – not inexpensive for the times, but I 

dare say the tea was something special and all locally produced. 

The venue, however, is not easy to determine.  Where was Mr. Martin’s Field, and 

what was implied by ‘adjoining the High-road’? 
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In order to organise these events a large, all male, committee was required, and 

fortunately photographs were taken.  

 

The 41 men above are mostly unnamed; only 3 of them are clean shaven, but Arthur 

Badcock,  Mr. E. H. Bisdee, Rev. A. C. Harman and Mr. E. A. Hardwick are all present. 

The later photograph, below, taken in 1909, does have the names suggested77, and 

features Rev. Frederick Bentley, who had replaced Cecil Harman as Vicar of Worle.  It is 

interesting to note that the Edwardian discipline of earlier years is already less evident.  

Some are bare-headed, others are not, and they are generally less smart. 

 

The report of the harvest festivities ran to several columns in the Mercury of 6th 

September. 
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 See appendix 2 for hand written list which accompanies the photograph. 
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Harvesting at Hillside House, opposite St. Martin’s Church, with Capt. Battiscombe, his wife, 
Agnes, and unknown workers.  Possibly late 19

th
 century. 

The Harvest services at the Methodist Church in Lawrence Road were followed, on the 

Monday, by a ‘social’ in the form of a free supper gleaned from the donations for 

Harvest Festival.  When the eating was over an interesting thing occurred.  Such things 

as lotteries and auctions were not permitted within the bounds of Methodism but it 

seems that ‘Dutch Auctions’ were all right.  In this strange variation, the auctioneer 

began with a high asking price which was lowered until some participant was willing to 

accept the auctioneer's price.  Making a success of this method is a skill not to sniffed 

at and strikes me as being fraught with danger.  It was a version of the auction that 

survived well into the 20th century, and indeed I witnessed several such events as child. 
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21.  Worle Lads before the Bench 

 

The street that we now know as Worle High Street was previously referred to variously 

as Bristol Road and Lower Street.  However, it remains the same place.  The 

photograph above shows the then new row of shops, called The Parade and row of late 

Victorian villas further in the distance.  The shop on the corner of Mendip Avenue78, 

with the horse and cart outside was called Bristol Stores, and was owned by William 

Thompson and managed by Mr. William Tite.79  William Tite was a forbidding looking 

character and would, I am sure, have run a tight ship, if you’ll excuse the pun on his 

name.  He wore a full, long beard and was always attired in late Victorian garb.  A 

Methodist by persuasion, he attended the Bible reading group regularly.  Not someone 

to mess with. 

As we already know, compulsory education ceased at the age of twelve years.  Often 

the girls, at this stage, remained at home to assist hard-pressed mothers, or went into 

service.  The boys had a greater range of choice, and George William Francis Hurley 

[14] and Henry Thomas [13] used their new found freedom in 1902 to go on a bit of a 

rampage of robbery.  Hurley was new to the village, and his father seems to have been 

at the end of his tether with the boy.  He told the bench that he would like his boy put 

away for three years or more if the Bench could do so.  Goodness me.  Henry Thomas, 

who was only 13, had more support from his father, Tom, who said that he had never 

known his boy to steal anything……..and he could only account for his behaviour by 

becoming associated with bad company. 

The charge against the two boys involved the theft of a couple of pairs of corduroy 

trousers from Bristol Stores.  The precise Mr. Tite proved to be a confident witness and 

the report in the paper goes into considerable detail.  
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 Shop became ‘Skidmores’ in 1919. 
79

 See Methodist Bible Group picture on page 47 
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Sadly, the trouble did not stop there.  It emerged that the 2 boys had also carried out a 

robbery at Greenslades, also a grocery store.  The list of goods taken is interesting: a tin 

of corned beef, a tin of salmon, a bottle of pickles, half a pound of butter, six tablets of 

soap, a box of Seidlitz powders [laxatives], six dozen boxes of pills, amounting to 9 

shillings and 4 pence. 

Robbins newsagents at the top of Coronation Road, was the next target.  George 

Hurley and Henry Thomas, together with Walter Bond [14] and Edward Thomas [13], 

stole a large quantity of cigarettes [24 packets], 11 fishing lines, 2 purses, and 2 balls.  

P. C. Rowsell, the village bobby who lived in Lawrence Lane had been called in to 

investigate and gave evidence to the bench.  The boys’ demeanour during the hearing 

was not to the liking of the magistrates who felt that they were:  ‘Far from being 

penitent’ …..and they had ‘conducted themselves as if it was rather a good thing for 

them to be placed there’. 

All the boys were sentenced to 6 strokes of the birch80 and in addition, Hurley was 

fined £2 in lieu of a month’s imprisonment – a fine that his daft father, who had been 

hoping for 3 years, paid. 

 

I note that the second boy from the right is smoking a cigarette in this picture, taken in 

‘The Square’ around 1907.  Obviously, the habit was taken up much earlier in days 

gone by.  They don’t seem to be wearing corduroy trousers.  
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 Often carried out by policemen in the police station at this time.  See 
http://www.corpun.com/counukj.htm#modernboys for more information. 

http://www.corpun.com/counukj.htm#modernboys
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25.  Worle Association Football Club  

The Football Association, the first football association in the world, was founded in 

1863 but it took Worle a little while to get organised.  The first certain evidence of 

Worle Association Football Club emerges in 1899.  FC Barcelona, Club Nacional de 

Football and AC Milan, FIFA Classic Clubs, were founded in the same year, but have had 

a greater impact on the beautiful game.  It was at this time that the number of players 

in a football team was deemed, by FIFA, to be eleven. 

 

In May 1901 the second annual general meeting of Worle A.F.C. took place.  Captain 

W.E.S. Battiscombe, J.P. presided over a good attendance.  Among those present were 

Messrs:  E. W. Tiley; H. N. Day; J. Bird; A. G. Flower; A. S. Sims; A Barrett; F. March; S. 

Leslie; E.P. Atwell; E. Milkins; E.A.P. Smith;  A. Fear; H. Stowell; W. Robins; B.T. Day; C. 

Hooper; R. James; A. B. Badcock, and others.  Arthur Badcock, who was secretary and 

treasurer, reported that victory had not been a noticeable feature of the season.  The 

result of matches were: out of 25 played the club had lost 15, won 8 and drawn 2, 

scoring 25 goals for and 73 against.  He wished to point out that this had only been the 

second season of the club, since they had entered the Clevedon and District League, 

where they had been pitted against much more experienced players.  Votes of thanks 

were proposed to J. Wride, licensee of the Lamb Inn and G. Smith of the New Inn. 

Captain Battiscombe was pleased with the finances and felt sure that the match scores 

would improve with the passage of time.  Mr. Badcock, much to his amazement, was 



Raye Green  Edwardian Worle 

83 
 

presented with a silver plated cruet stand in recognition of his services.  I expect Alice 

Badcock’s sacrifice of her husband’s time was somewhat soothed. 

The members of the Football club were among many who regretted the passing of 

Capt. Battiscombe, who had been a benevolent, encouraging president.  It was 

necessary to elect a replacement.  On the 19th September, 1902 a meeting was called 

to be held at the ‘schoolroom’, probably at the school on the hill.  Rev. A. C. Harman, 

M.A. was unanimously elected president for the 1902 to 1903 season.  Mr Wride was 

heartily thanked for his great kindness in presenting to the club a new ball.  It was 

probably the new president and new ball that motivated the club to have the picture 

below taken. 

 

81Standing left to right: H. Stowell; J. Wride; T. J. Wheeler;  ??   W. Robins; A.G.Wyatt [captain]; H.C. Leslie; A.G.Flower; 

Rev. A.C. Harman;  T. Fry;  A.B.Badcock.    Seated on bench:  J. Bird;  W. H. Neads; R. C. Haddon  L. D. Haddon;  E. Milkins                                                         

   Seated on grass:  E. Woodington; A. E. Billington; E.A.P Smith. 

The squad, named or not, were having a difficult season.  Several of their prominent 

playing members had left the district and it had been difficult to find suitable 

replacements.  The situation worsened when Mr. A. Fear announced that he was 

sailing for Canada on 25th March, 1903.  He had been the club captain for a time and 

was popular.  He played his last match for the club against Nailsea on 21st March and 

                                                           
81 Sometime during the 1902 to 1903 football season, the above photograph was taken of Worle A.F.C.  The naming 

carried out at the time and printed on the original, was not quite right, there are 18 men in the picture and only 17 

names. 
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scored the only goal in the match, which gave Worle the victory.  He left with the 

cheers ringing in his ears.  Maybe it is his name that is missing from the 1903 picture. 

Regular reports of matches began to appear in the Mercury at this time, but it is still 

not clear where the home matches were played.  An account of the club’s activities in 

the Mercury of 21st March, 1903 is well worth reproducing, if only to observe the 

interesting tone of the report.  Punches were not pulled. 

‘Worle’s match with Christ Church on Saturday, at Worle, was a close affair, 

and there was not much difference in the teams, though the visiting forwards 

made used of their opportunities and combined better than the homesters.  

Andrews in particular was very prominent, and oftentimes became very 

dangerous.  Limmer was dead off, his shooting being very erratic.  Leslie and 

Haddon were the only ones to cause the visitors trouble, though splendid 

chances were offered to them. 

Wyatt, in goal, gave the best exhibition seen on the Worle ground, his saves on 

one or two occasions being marvellous, and he was far superior to Heybryne.  

The result was a pleasing surprise to the homesters’ supporters, as with such a 

weak team they were expected to come a cropper against their formidable 

opponents.’ 

In April of 1903, the club fielded what was thought to be a far superior team.  The list 

was printed in the paper: Sims, Bealey, Leslie, Biggs, Billington, Smith, Woodington, 

Haddon Tucker, Mathews, Carter.  In the opinion of the Mercury reporter ‘this [was] 

the strongest team the homesters have place in the field this season and they are very 

anxious to wipe out the 6 to nil earlier in the season’.  The result was not reported, but 

the close of the season was marked with a Married v. Single match.  This was a return 

match for that held on the morning of Good Friday and much fun was anticipated.  It 

was an evening kick off.  I wonder which public house was favoured for the celebration, 

or the wake, of course. 
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26.  Worle Village Club 

 

Taken in 1904, not long before the official opening of the new club building in Mendip Avenue. 

We are extremely fortunate to have access to the documents attending the running of 

this much loved club from its infancy in the late 19th century in premises at the top of 

The Scaurs, near the Old Kings Head, through the 20th century in the purpose built 

clubrooms in Mendip Avenue and into the 21st century.  The early books of minutes 

and account, as well as the subscription records provide an insight into village life in 

the first decade of the 20th century. 

 

The very first entry in the Minutes book  

from 1898 is reproduced here and many 

familiar names appear:  Rev. Kent, 

Messrs Bisdee, Phippen, Stowell, Huish, 

Bennett, Martin, Carpenter, Spinner, 

George, Garland, Follett…..and the list 

goes on.   

These organising meetings were held 

sometimes in the Clubrooms, but often 

at the Vicarage and were chaired by the 

incumbent.  As with any new institution, 

they began by laying down some rules 

and these continued to apply well into 

the 20th century.  They are of great 

interest, since they reflect the times. 
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Fourteen club ‘Rules’ were established and were recorded as follows on 25th 

November, 1898: 

1. Name of club to be ‘The Worle Club’ 
2. Guarantors to form the Finance Committee 
3. Governed by President, VP, Treasurer, Secretaries, Finance and General Committees. 
4. Officers to form executive committee 
5. W. Huish to be assistant secretary 
6. Officers elected at AGM 
7. President’s ruling is final 
8. Finance committee carry out instructions of the General committee if funds permit 
9. General committee responsible for all property of club 
10. General Committee to pay subs of 2/- a quarter in advance 
11. All subs payable on Monday evenings 
12. Club open 6 – 10 p.m. Monday to Friday and 3 – 10 p.m. Saturdays 
13. Lower age limit 13 years as experiment for one month 
14. No smoking in Reading Room 

 

Fund raising activities were essential to keep the new club ticking over, and popular events 

were the regular concerts held in the ‘big room’ of the institution.  One such evening is 

described in the Gazette on 10
th

 January, 1903. 

 

‘The monthly concert in aid of the funds of the club was held in the ‘big room’ of that institution 

on Monday.  Prior to the concert an excellent coffee supper was partaken of, provided by Mr. H. 

Stowell.  Mr. E. H. Bisdee was the genial chairman at the subsequent concert, when an excellent 

programme of vocal and instrumental music was submitted.  The whole of the items were well 

rendered and loudly applauded by the large, appreciative audience.  Thanks are due to Messrs. 

H. George and H. N. day, the gentlemen responsible for the preparation of the programme, 

which was as follows: 

Recitation. The Charge of the Light Brigade  Mr. Thomas 
Song:  Richard of Taunton Dean   Mr. Filer 
Cornet Solo      Mr. Fortune [encored] 
Song  I’m so Volatile    Mr Tremlett [encored] 
Song  Lovely Spring    Miss  Newbury [encored] 
Song  I’m a man they call Handy   Mr. H. George [encored] 
Song  An Englishman    Mr. W. Robins [encored] 
Comic song A pimple on her Nose   Mr. Hood [encored] 
Reading  All through the meat show   Mr. Cox 
Song  Swanny River    Mr. H. George 
Comic Song Poor Old Jim    Mr. Hood [encored] 
 

At the interval Mr. Bisdee, in a few well-chosen remarks, moved and Mr. E. Martin seconded: 

‘That the secretaries be asked to write to the Rev. A. C. Harman, expressing their sorrow in his 

illness, and regret that he is not able to be with them that evening, but sincerely hope he will be 

restored to health, to be amongst them again shortly ‘  a vote of thanks to the Chairman, and to 

the Pianist [Mr. Mitchell] and the performers brought a very pleasant evening to a close.’ 

 

Similar evenings took place during the month of January 1903, variously hosted by the 

Band of Hope, The Sanitary Laundry and the Parochial Nurse Fund.  The first of these 

was, of course, alcohol free and included a serious talk, described in the Gazette as an 

‘exhaustive resume’ from Mr. J. E. Norman about the new Licensing Act which I dare 

say was thrilling.  The annual laundry dinner was notable for its Christmassy theme, 
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Santa and fairies being in evidence.  Mr Hember and his family were as generous as 

usual and a good time was had by all.  Sadly, by the time the concert in aid of the 

Parochial Nurse Fund was mounted the village had had sufficient entertainment, the 

weather did not cooperate either.  Consequently, the turnout was disappointing.  

Enough of such frivolities, back to the Village club. 
 

By the dawn of the new century the club premises in the Scaurs was already under 

some pressure.  The committee had made several attempts to look around for suitable 

alternative meeting rooms, without success.  The laundry was considered, as was the 

unspecified ‘chapel’.  In the end, a fairy godfather fortunately appeared in early 1904 in 

the shape of Edward Hardwick, who offered the club a plot of land, free of charge, in 

Mendip Avenue.  The new National [Infants’] School had been taking the youngest 

children of the area for several years, and the plot in question for the new club was 

between the school and the back of the Bank on the corner of the High Street.82  

Mendip Avenue was not adopted by the council at this time, and therefore was 

compacted stone, but the site was a good size and centrally placed, which was 

excellent.  Edward Hardwick’s offer was accepted on 7th March 1904. 
 

Despite Mr. Hardwick’s generosity, there were financial implications: money would 

have to be raised to fund the actual building.  It was decided at a meeting, minuted on 

11th March, 1904, that five books would be issued to ten members of the club to 

canvas the village for subscriptions.  The village was divided into five sections for 

purposes of the subscriptions as follows: 

 

1. Coronation Road and west of it:   Messrs Hack and Maynard 

2. Bristol Road to Preanes Green:  Messrs Martin and Huish 

3. Lawrence Lane:    Messrs Robins and Badcock 

4. Ebdon Road to Hollow Lane:  Messrs Baber and Garland 

5. Upper Worle:    Messrs Stowell and Phippen 

 

£150 was necessary before the decision could be made.  The strategy successfully 

raised sufficient funds to make the offer viable.  During April Mr. Jane, a local architect, 

was engaged to draw the plans.  The local assumption that Hans Price designed the 

building is somewhat uncertain, but there is a mention in the club minutes of the 

building committee on Tuesday 24th May 1904 which reads thus: 

 

‘…the tenders for the new Club House, be thrown open, to the builders, to be 

inserted in the two local papers and to be returned to Messrs Price and Jane by 

June 11th 1904.’ 

This is the only reference to Hans Price, who was presumably a senior partner of the 

firm.  Thereafter Mr. Jane is constantly referred to as the architect. 

Sealed tenders were invited for the building work.  This must have created a bit of 

tension: not only was the plan likely to be lucrative, but it was also a prestigious job 

which would do the reputation of the chosen builder no harm.  Seven local men put in 
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 See picture on page 71 to clarify this. 
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bids and a serious gathering of the Club committees was planned for 13th June 1904 for 

the bids to be opened with witnesses from the Club and other notables in attendance. 

 

The outcome begs a couple of questions.  How 

did H. J. Fear achieve such precision that he 

could work out how many pennies would be 

required?  Was C. Penny envisaging a little 

palace or a comfortable future?  Most of all, I 

wonder how H. Phippen felt – he was, after all, 

the club treasurer and had only bid £20 higher 

than G. Sprake.  But the decision was made:  G. 

Sprake, whose name would later adorn 

Sprake’s Terrace in Station Road, was the man for the job. 

 

Serious fund raising commenced and several local businessmen contributed, with Mr. 

Miles Hember starting matters off with his £15 raised via the joys of a jumble sale.  The 

accounts for the building fund seem to have been kept separately and have been 

mislaid along life’s way, but the proceeds of the summer fete that year all went 

towards the building work.  Mr Dawes was asked to light the gas lights ‘on the bottom 

road’ on the evening of the fete.  Clearly nobody was sure what to call Lower 

Street/Bristol Road/Lower Bristol Road/High Street!! 

 

The new Village Club building was opened on 1st December, 1904, when the above 

picture was taken.  A luncheon was provided at a cost of 2 shillings and 6 pence each 

and the ceremony was overseen by the Bishop of Bath and Wells, George Kennion, 

thereby setting the tone for behavioural expectations on the premises. 

The results were as follows: 

C. Penny  £924/6/0d 

C. Addicott £803/10/0d 

C. Taylor  £760/0/0d 

H. J. Fear £742/15/4d 

H. Phippen £720/13/0d 

Dubin  £700/0/0d 

G. Sprake £699/0/0d - the  

                                                        winner 
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The foundation stone had been laid in August 1904 by a delighted Violet Hardwick, 

who was 12 years old at the time and daughter of the Club’s benefactor.  From the 

donation of the land, to the laying of the stone, to the official opening had taken nine 

months: a suitable gestation period for a building that would be central to village life 

well into the 21st century. 

The minutes books are straightforward and to the point: there is no flowery language 

and only rare acknowledgement of any personal tragedy.  Even when Rev. Harman’s 

daughter of three years old died there was not a note made.  In contrast, away from 

the formalities of the club records, the secretaries wrote letters of condolence to the 

bereaved and kept any important replies between the leaves of the minutes books.  

The reply from Mrs. Battiscombe is a case in point.  The club also went to some lengths 

to keep in touch with past presidents – normally Vicars of St. Martin’s – writing to them 

to request photographs to be displayed in the club rooms.  Sadly these pictures are no 

longer around, which is a great shame. 

The first caretaker of the Village club was one George Guile, the only applicant for the 

post. 

The activities available to club members were paid for by subscriptions which varied in 

their nature depending upon the circumstances of the person.  Vice Presidents paid up 

annually, committee members tended to pay quarterly or monthly.  Ordinary members 

paid weekly at a rate of 2d, affordable by most, but often the men postponed payment 

for a while.  Subs were always paid on Monday evenings, so sometimes it was 

necessary for a chap to miss that evening out.  Mr. Sly, the manager of Fox Fowler’s 

bank in the High Street was invited to join the finance committee to keep a 

professional eye on things.   

The Billiard table was a popular facility and the Bagatelle table, purchased for 12/6d 

was always under discussion and in demand.  I have no personal experience of the 

game of Hookit, but it was something to do with a hook, and a ring on a piece of string.  

In any case it cost the club a massive five shillings to purchase the equipment.  Two 

newspapers were delivered daily to the club, free of charge, by Mr. Robbins, the parish 

councillor, who lived with his brood at the top of Coronation Road.  Occasionally, the 

committee requested a change to papers from, for example, The Standard to The Daily 

Press.  Once the new building opened, the skittle alley became the mecca of activity to 

the point when it was decided to introduce a new rule limiting the number of rounds 

for each member.  The concerts, so often referred to in the paper, were held in the 

new National School next door. 

The library83 at Hillside House, popular with everyone, became a burden to Agnes 

Battiscombe after the death of her husband, and in July 1905 she offered the books to 

the Village club.  A reading room had already been established at the club, but whether 

it operated as a borrowing library is doubtful.  Smoking was not permitted in the 

reading room, which rule probably limited the use of the facility. 
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 See page 19 for details of the Battiscombe’s library. 



Raye Green  Edwardian Worle 

90 
 

Attempts were made to open the club to the boys under 17 years of age, in the hope 

that it would ‘get them off the street and keep them out of trouble’, but all such efforts 

simply took the troubles inside the club: peace was shattered and unspecified items 

disappeared.  Mr. Hember, a club member, Methodist and organiser of the Band of 

Hope and the Boys Brigade had championed the cause of the lads, but had to give in 

and look for other ways of entertaining them.  At this point it is necessary to mention 

that the Rifle Club, formed in 1906, was only open to Village Club members, and 

therefore, fortunately or unfortunately, excluded the burgeoning youth of Worle. 

 

Some of Worle’s new generation posing in Kewstoke Road for posterity.  Date probably 

1906 or 07 
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27.  The Village Club in 1906 

On January 16th in the year of our Lord 1906, the men of the village of Worle met at the 

Club Rooms in Mendip Avenue to hold their Annual Meeting84. The new building had 

been in operation for just over a year and this was a great chance to reflect on past 

glories and plan for the coming year.  I think some exact detail is called for here. 

President:  Rev. A. C. Harman 
Vice Presidents:  Messrs. E. H. Bisdee, A. E. Hardwick, Dr. Kemm, Mr. Burton and 
   Miles Hember Snr. 
Treasurer:  F. H. Phippen 
Hon. Secretaries: Messrs. Stowell and Huish 
Committee:  E. Martin, Maynard, H.N. Day, H. George, W. Robins, F. Neads,  
   W. Bennett, M. Hember Junior, S. Boobyer, W. Cooke, 
   H.Garland, A. Badcock, H. Hack, J. Wride, G. R. Parker, F. Wood. 
 
Once the essential re-elections had taken place, the business of the evening moved on.   

There is one very interesting agenda item.  It seems that the committee of the Harvest 

Home had agree to give way in favour of the Flower show and Fete for one year and 

that the latter decided to compensate the Harvest Home committee to the tune of £20 

to compensate them for any loss.  Why, it begs the question, was it not possible to 

have both events?  There are no discussion notes, so no answer to this.   

 It was further decided that the Flower show committee be re-appointed with 

power to add to their number from the Harvest Home committee. 

 Then things were taken further.  It was agreed that The General Committee of 

the Club should appoint the several sub-committees with power to add to their 

number. 

There is no doubt that the men of Worle enjoyed a good committee and it seems that 

there was never any shortage of willing volunteers.  This, it is arguable, is what made 

Britain great.  The number of committees, clubs, teams and other organised groups 

that were photographed at this time is remarkable within the context of the times.  Far 

fewer pictures of scenery or nature exist from this period.  People hogged the lenses.  

It is time, I think, to look at some of the men in more detail.  Please try to be tolerant if 

your ancestor does not feature here.  It has been essential to pick very few of the 

members to illustrate their calibre and individuality. 

 

 

 

                                                           
84

 Original minutes are held by Worle History Society for Worle Century Club 



Raye Green  Edwardian Worle 

92 
 

28.   Some Club members  

Sam Boobyer: A search is still on-going for photographs of these early members of 

Worle Village Club, whose names keep cropping up.  Immediately below left is a picture 

of Sam Boobyer and his wife, Bessie who lived 

in Somerset House, Kewstoke Road.  The road 

was listed in the 1901 census as Belmont Street.  

In 1901 the couple were only 35 and 34 years 

old, and had 4 children, all under 8 years old.  

Luckily, Bessie’s mother, Ellen Dare, lived with 

them, but she worked as a shopkeeper.  This 

picture must have been taken in the 1920s.    By 

1911 Ellen Dare was no longer with them, but the couple had two further daughters, 

Daisy and Dora.  Daisy was born in 1902 and Dora in 1910.  The picture of Somerset 

House, below shows Bessie and her daughter, Daisy and must date from about 1913. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Boobyer family stayed in the Worle area and their son, Fred’s85 wedding, shown 
below, has Sam standing proudly on the left and Bessie seated on the right. 
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 Fred owned and ran Worlebury Garage in Milton Hill for many years. 
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Harry Garland:  Referred to in the minutes of the Village Club 

as H. Garland, Harry was much involved in the social life of 

Worle.  He was a member of the Harvest Home committee, 

and appears in the photograph taken in 1909.  He looks 

cheerful and content with his lot in life, and is sporting the 

almost compulsory moustache. He was 40 years old when this 

was taken. 

A glance at the census tells us that in 1901 Mr. Garland was 32 years old and still single.  

He is listed as a ‘servant’, a term which was almost synonymous with ‘employee’ at the 

time, and lived at Smiths Shop at Colbridge.  His trade was that of a blacksmith or 

farrier.    In March 1939 Harry Garland died in the same month as his brother-in-law, 

James Fisher.  A touching report of his life was published in the Mercury on April 1st.  It 

reads: 

‘We regret to record the death of three well known parishioners, two from the 
same house.  Mr. Harry Garland of ‘Colbridge House’ passed away on 
Wednesday night; Mr. James Fisher, who had resided with Mr. and Mrs. 
Garland for some years, died on Tuesday……..Mr H. Garland…..who was the 
People’s Warden at St. Martin’s Church, experienced a sudden collapse a short 
time ago, and had sine been in a critical condition.  Mr. Garland, whose 
youthful appearance belied the fact that he had exceeded the psalmist’s 
allotted span, was particularly popular locally……….He was very fond of flowers, 
and frequently exhibited at the annual Show, some of his roses being 
particularly fine specimens.  A cheery soul, his friends were legion, and sincere 
regret has been aroused by his passing.’  

Below:  The ‘cheery soul’ and his wonderful roses, taken at Colbridge House with his 
wife and another. 
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Harry Hack: Harry J. Hack was one of the younger members of the Village Club 

committee.  The 1911 census gives his age as only 36 at that time, and his wife, Kate, as 

35.  During the reign of Edward VII the couple had produced four children:  Hilda V. in 

1902; Walter H. in 1904; Ralph in 1908 and Nelson in 1910.  Harry earned his living as a 

painter and general builder.  Kate had a nephew, Colin Mitchell, who written his 

memories of the family, which are reproduced below. 

‘Kate was married to Henry (known as Harry) Hack who was a builder. They 

lived in a house on the northern side of High Street called Cave View - I 

remember having to walk through an archway on the left hand side of the 

house to get to the back garden. Probably closer to the Milton end of the street 

than the Worle end. The story is told that in the early days of the century Harry 

was at a party and one of the men complained that he was unable to find a 

comfortable seat in the privy at the end of the garden. Harry is reputed to have 

said something like 'I will make you one - just sit down on this plank and I will 

run a pencil round you to get the right shape and size'. Probably a common 

builder's story in those days! As I recall Uncle Harry and Aunty Kate, she was a 

rather large lady and he was very slightly built.’  

 

 

This lovely picture 
shows the four 
children, outside Cave 
View.  There is a new 
baby in the pram, so it 
may have been taken 
around 1912.  The 
family look well-loved 
and happy.  Through 
the archway, there is a 
glimpse of a pony and 
trap and the washing 
on the line. 

Harry could have 
strolled over the road 
to the new club 
premises in Mendip 
Avenue for a game of 
billiards and a chat with 
the other men. 
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Colin Mitchell, the grandson of the bride and groom, also provided the excellent 

wedding picture below and his comments upon it, as well as the names of this family 

with its roots very much in Worle. 

‘Harry/Henry had a younger brother Wilfred Walter Hack (referred to as Walter 

in the 1891 census) born in 1888 - he married Kate's younger sister Minnie 

Madeline (known as Topsy) Huish. She is in the front row of my grandparents 

wedding photograph (attached) on the left hand side of the bride. Harry and 

Kate (Kitty) are also there but not Wilfred.’ 

Wedding of Fanny Alice Huish & Albert Edward Raines at Emmanuel Church, Weston-Super-Mare, Somerset, England, 
November 7th 1907 

Julia Brookes, Percy Raines, Reuben Shore, Mrs Shore, Rhoda Fix, Jessie Raines, Reverend Polehampton 
Edith Raines, Harry Hack, William Raines, Nancy Raines, Albert E. Raines, Fanny Alice Huish, Miss Watts, Kitty Hack,  

Alice Huish, William Huish 
William Raines, Wyndham Raines (seated), Anna Maria Raines, Flo Raines, Lottie Raines, Topsy Hack, Anne Huish, 

Walter Huish 

 

The Edwardians certainly knew how to dress up when the occasion demanded it.  I 

hope Fanny Huish did not attempt to consume a wedding breakfast in that glorious 

dress. 
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H. George:  Albert Henry George, member of Worle Village Club, 

also appears in the 1907 picture of the Church choir and bell 

ringers.  The picture on the right is taken from that source. 

Whether he rang the bells or sang cannot be certain, but his 

name does not appear in the bell ringers’ minutes, so the choir is 

more likely.  

Normally referred to as Henry, he had been born at Banwell, but 

his wife, Alice Jane George was a Worle girl.  In 1901 Henry was 

36 and Alice 37.  They lived in Lawrence Lane in premises 

described on the census as ‘Boot Shop’ and Henry earned his crusts making boots and 

shoes.  The couple had probably married around 1892 and were blessed with two sons: 

Eli Follett Henry born in 1894 and Leonard Bentlan born in 1896.  By the time a decade 

had passed and another census was taken, the family had moved from Lawrence Lane 

to Lower Street and taken up residence in the cottage pictured below.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The picture was probably taken in 1907 and shows Len, Alice and Eli George around 

about time when New Zealand was granted dominion status; just after Parliament 

rejected the Channel Tunnel Scheme;  just before the production of Ford motor cars 

began. I wonder if the family were aware a year later, when The Wind in the Willows 

was published and the first London Olympic Games was held.  The cottage is still 

readily recognisable.  The workshop on the left, with its tantalizing signs, is still 

standing next to what is currently the Hospice charity shop.  Graham George still owns 

the cottage and the front garden is ablaze with antirrhinums.  The best known member 

of the George dynasty is undoubtedly Eli George, for so many years the grave digger at 

St. Martins churchyard.  Four years after this picture was taken, Eli was an apprentice 

Boot and Shoe maker, but as an adult he became Sexton for St. Martin’s and he 

probably dug the graves of a large number of the people mentioned in this volume.  
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29. St Martin’s Church and Churchyard in 1910 

 

This picture of the Parish Church and Churchyard provides us with a vision of Worle in 1910. 

The photograph has been accurately dated by the Worle History Society research team 

who spent Sunday afternoons in 2012, over a century later, identifying and dating the 

graves.   

The survey revealed 41 graves in the graveyard at the bottom of the steps, presumably 

all dug by one of Eli George’s predecessors.   Rev. Cecil Harman delighted in a tale of 

the sexton falling into a grave he was digging one night – following a session at a local 

hostelry.  The poor man stayed there all night and was rescued by the vicar the next 

morning.  I’m afraid the man’s name has not come to light.  Does anyone know who 

this may have been? 

The earliest internments in this area were those of George and Mary Cole in 1887 and 

the latest was that of Henry Theo Phippen who died on 23rd March, 1910.  It is Henry 

Phippen’s gravestone that gives us the date for this picture. 

The anxieties of Rev. Kent and the parishioners in 1901 do not appear to have reached 

a climax when this picture was taken, so perhaps the reluctance to extend the burial 

area was justified.  We can see the Observatory, which had once been the windmill, 

just to the left of the tower and Hillside House is visible, too, looking closer to the 

Church than we expect, because of the perspective.  Who the lads posing for the 

picture are we do not know, but are they being watched by an attentive mother?   

Soon after this picture was taken the elm trees were taken down.. 
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30.   1911 Census 

In order to round off our glimpse of the village of Worle during the reign of this 

colourful King Edward VII, we turn to the records available from almost a year after his 

death in May 1910, when the 10 yearly census was taken. 

The 1911 census86 was taken on the 2nd April, 1911 and contains millions more records 

than the previous 1901 census. This is the first available census to be filled in by our 

ancestors, enabling us to view our ancestors’ handwriting.  Previously, amanuenses 

were employed to complete the forms. 

The 1911 census is thought to be one of the most important records as it shows family 

records in detail at the close of the Edwardian era and therefore before the disruptive 

horror of World War One. It gives details of where the people of Worle – and the rest 

of the nation - lived, with whom, and their age, place of birth and occupation, as you 

would expect. 

Additional pieces of information included for the first time are nationality, duration of 

current marriage, number of children born within that marriage, number of living 

children and the number of any children who had died. Extra occupation information 

may show details of the industry in which they worked. 

 The 1911 Census was the first census where the original forms were kept. 

 The handwriting on the original image was generally that of the head of 

household, or of individual inhabitants. 

 This was the first census to record full details of British Army personnel 

stationed overseas. 

 This census asked women how long they had been married and how many 

children they had (including how many that had died). 

 

The number of people recorded as living in Worle was 1497, an increase of only 215 in 

the ten years since the previous census, and seven more than the number of pupils 

attending Worle Community School in 2014.  

 

 One interesting fact that emerges from a closer look at the statistics is the growth of 

Greenwood Road.  The 24 inhabitants recorded in this newly developed little street in 

1901 had expanded to 84 people by 1911.   

 

Greenwood Road had begun life in the very late Victorian years.  The houses were, of 

course, built of limestone and all had small, but attractive front gardens with stone 

walls, as well as bigger back gardens to allow the inhabitants to grow vegetables for 

the table.  Pavements were not provided in the early years and the road petered out to 

the south and melted into a patch of vegetation and Madam Rhyne.  The orchard 

which formed a part of Nutwell Farm was beyond the rhyne.  This area provided 

                                                           
86

 Adapted from the introductory article at the following online location: 
http://www.ukcensusonline.com/census/1911.php  

http://www.ukcensusonline.com/census/1911.php
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playing space for generations of children until the school expanded into the space and 

the glorious natural playground was lost and replaced with security systems and ugly 

green fences.  The community in Greenwood Road was close-knit and many of the 

names are familiar to this day.87  Raines; Wilmot and Follett families all lived in this 

cosy cul-de-sac, but perhaps to best recognised local name was that of the Disney clan.  

Charles and Florence Disney were a couple in their mid-twenties.  Their home also 

housed the first seven of their children, including 2 sets of twin boys.  Little did they 

know how many more sets of twins were destined to follow. 

 

 

The picture was taken within a year of the 1911 census.  The man may be Mr. Yeo, but this is not 

confirmed, and his name does not appear in the Greenwood Road section of the census. 

Similar communities had grown up in Coronation Road [below left] and Kewstoke Road [below right], and 

each small area had an individual character, depending up the in habitants. 

    

                                                           
87

 See Appendix 5 for full transcription of the Greenwood Road entries in the 1911 census. 
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Population of Worle in 191188 
 

Ages 0-20 21-40 41-60 61-80 Over 80 Total 

       

Male 338 182 133 50 4 707 

Female 332 226 155 72 5 790 

       

Total 670 408 288 122 9 1497 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
88

 See Worle History Society file for 1911 census for a full transcription of the records by Lesley 
and Roger Brown. 
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Total 
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21-40

41-60

61-80
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Total Population of Worle at 

the 1911 census was 1,497. 

Only about 200 of these were 

men of fighting age. 

The names of 28 who lost 

their lives during World War I 

are recorded on the War 

Memorial in Worle High 

Street. 

198 names appear on the Roll 

of Honour in St. Martin’s 

church, which honours those 

who made a significant 

contribution to the war effort. 
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31.  The End and a new Beginning 

 

A View of the Scores [Scaurs] from The Square 

So, the 1,500 people of Worle looked further into the new century and the reign of 

George V and Queen Mary.  The Liberal Prime Minister, Herbert Henry Asquith was 

head of government.  He was a Congregationalist by religion and was father to ten 

children.  George Sandys was the representative of the people of Worle at 

Westminster.  The village had welcomed a new Vicar of St. Martins in the shape of 

George Bode, who had moved into the Vicarage in Lower Street with his wife Ellen, 

three young daughters and a new baby son, John Ernest. 

Henry Wyatt was the ‘beerhouse keeper’ at the Lamb Inn;  William Dunning, father of 

Norman, was already the postmaster at the Post Office in the Parade;  Fairfield was 

now home to the May family; the Plaisters were at Manor House Farm;  Hardwicks still 

lived happily at Springfield House;  Burnell-Joneses occupied Maywood; Spinners 

conducted their business on the corner of Manchester Square;  Miss Frances Cole was 

head teacher at the school in Mendip Avenue and lived at Clovelly Villas; the gas works 

were still standing in Station Road, adjacent to the Worle Station of the W.C. and P. 

Light Railway.  Life and the railway was rolling gently along. 

They were all, fortunately, unaware of the impending horrors of 1914 and instead were 

able to reflect on a new century which had started in a state of optimism and 

confidence.  It has been a privilege to get to know these lovely people – the foundation 

of modern Worle. 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1.  Transcription of the ‘Sanitary condition of Worle’ 
from the Mercury. 
 
Mr Bowen:    Is not the village growing in the direction of Weston? 
Witness:  Perhaps you are thinking of Milton? 
Mr. Bowen:  In stating the number of wells, I take it you confined yourself to the village, and not to the 
parish of Worle? 
Witness:    That is so. 
Mr Applin [representing Sir Arthur Hayter]:  Is the hamlet of Ebdon at all affected by this insanitary 
condition of affairs? 
Witness:  I have not included Ebdon in the figures I have given. 
Mr Applin:  Is it intended to include Ebdon in the scheme? 
Witness:  I think you are stepping farther than the subject of this inquiry. 
Mr Applin:  Would it benefit Ebdon in any way? 
Mr. Reece:   Ebdon is part of the Parish of Worle. 
The Inspector:  I do not want to shut out anything that is material from consideration at this inquiry, but if 
a system of drainage is to be the outcome, when the loan inquiry takes place will be the proper time to ask 
such a question.  Ebdon might or might not be included in the scheme.  You might apply for a special 
district to be created, omitting the outlying part of the parish, but I do not know whether that application 
would be successful or not.;  unless some special provision of this sort is made of course, Ebdon will be 
part of the parish. 
Mr Applin [to Mr. Chapman]. The level of Ebdon is lower than the other part of the parish, is it not? 
Witness:  I am not an engineer. 
The Inspector:  Can you tell us whether it is? 
Witness replied that whilst he believed the land level at Ebdon was higher than some parts of Worle, yet 
there appeared to be a gravitation towards Ebdon. 
Dr. A. V. Leche, MRCS testified that since 1897 he had held the appointment of Medical Officer for the 
Axbridge District Council.  He had annually compiled reports for the Council which had in some way or 
another affected the question at present before the inquiry.  [The reports were here put in]  
From these documents it appeared that in 1897 Dr. Leche reported ‘At Worle the filter beds of the large 
laundry, though in better order than before, still pollute the rhyne’ 
In 1899 Dr. Leche reported:  ‘at Worle the eventual overflow of the drainage is into Madam Rhyne, which 
is much polluted thereby.  The filtration beds of the Steam Laundry are improved.  The drainage both of 
Milton and Worle with their abundant water supply and large washing industry is a matter for 
consideration.’ 
In the early part of 1900, Dr. Leche stated, ‘The drainage of Worle and Milton are under consideration.’ 
Witness: [Mr Chapman?] continuing, stated that then it was Mr Naylor had visited Worle and made a 
report, and afterwards witness, in conjunction with Mr. Teek, the Sanitary Inspector, had made a further 
report.  [The report was here read.  In it Mr. Naylor’s report was corrected in regard to a few matters of 
detail, but generally it expressed dissatisfaction with the existing state of affairs]  He [witness] still adhered 
to the opinions expressed in that report.  Having detailed to the inspector the means which had been 
taken for the prevention of surface water flowing into the public wells, witness added that the water in 
these public wells had been analysed recently by Dr. Alford, the County Analyst, but it had not been found 
very satisfactory.  He produced copies of Dr. Alford’s reports [From such documents it appeared that the 
water in the New Inn Well was ‘impure and polluted with sewage and unfit for dietetic use’, whilst in 
regard to the other public well an altogether undue proportion of solids was shown] – Samples from some 
of the private wells had also been analysed by Dr. Alford and witness duly produced copies.  From such 
copies it appeared that the water contained in Mr. Thompson’s well was impure; whilst that from Mr. 
Chapman’s was designated as ‘very good’. 
A voice:  The wells are precisely opposite!  [laughter] 
Another report which Dr. Alford had also made upon a sample taken from the same well on Mr. 
Chapman’s premises was next read it being stated:  ‘Organic matter is present in such large quantities as 
to make it dangerous for dietetic use’.  [laughter]. 
Mr Chapman explained that masons were at work on the spot, and the sample was taken before the well 
was used – it was also explained that at the time the sample was taken a chicken box had been thrown 
aside near the mouth of the well, and on the snow, with which it was then covered, dissolving, it was 
evident that a little contamination had been introduced into the well. 
Mr. Vachell:  The chicken would naturally make it ‘foul’. [laughter] 
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The report on the sample taken from Mr. Rogers’s well showed the water to be ‘dangerous for dietetic 
use.’ 
Mr. Vachell, [resuming his examination of Dr. Leche]  Is there to your knowledge a large quantity of 
sewage that finds its way into the ditches at the side of the road? 
Witness:  Yes.  All loose sewage matter from the lower portion of the village finds its way directly or 
indirectly into Madam Rhyne. 
Mr. Vachell:  Has Madam Rhyne improved since last summer? 
Witness:  Yes.  The Parish council have taken great trouble in connection with the cleansing of it. 
Mr. Vachell:  There is no doubt at that it is still polluted? 
Witness:   It is still polluted. 
Mr. Vachell:  And still smells at the present time? 
Witness:  I must say that I didn’t notice it this morning. 
Mr Vachell:  [expressively] I did [laughter] 
The Inspector:  Does the Axbridge Rural District council make any systematic arrangement for the 
emptying of the cesspools or the dry earth closets? 
Witness:  No it is done individually – except of course where any case of nuisance arises. 
Mr Vachell:  Is it a fact that some of the dry earth closets have changed in character and are now 
cesspools? 
Witness:  I have not heard so. 
The Inspector:  Is there an abundant water supply here?  You have never had a water famine, I suppose, or 
known the village run short? 
Witness:  No although there may be individual cases high up on the hill. 
Mr J. A. Chapman observed that samples had been hurriedly taken from the wells shortly after work had 
been affected in connection with them, in view of the Inspector’s visit – otherwise they would not have 
been taken for some little time.  He should like to inquire if the fact of the sample being taken at such a 
time would not account for the extraordinary proportion of solids shown. 
Witness:  replied that it would have been fairer to have taken the samples at a later date.  The fact 
mentioned by Mr. Chapman would account to a certain extent for the excess of solids but it could not do 
away with the fact that the water was polluted with sewage. 
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Appendix 2. 

Handwritten suggestions of names for the Church choir and 

Harvest Home photographs. 
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Appendix 3:  Mercury article with suggestions about the history of 

the house known as Hillside.  Article date 1946 
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Appendix 4:   

Mercury report of the death of Harry Garland, dated 1st April, 1939 
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Appendix 5:  The inhabitants of Greenwood Road in 1911 

 

 


